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Kentucky Afield Outdoors: Practice Safety At The Shooting Range

by KEVIN KELLY
Kentucky Department
Fish & Wildlife
Resources

The cooler temperatures
and lower humidity that
spread across Kentucky this
week made it feel more like
early fall than the dog days
of summer.

Fall hunting season seems
closer with a crispness in the
air in mid-July. And in real-
ity, it isn’t far off. Early fall
squirrel season in Kentucky
opens in less than a month.
Spendlng time at the shoot-
ing range now not only is fun
but it’s also a surefire way to
ensure you’ll be ready when
it counts this fall.

“Ranges are established
places where people go to
shoot rifles, pistols, shot-
guns, even archery,” said
Bill Balda, Hunter Educa-
tion Supervisor with the
Kentucky Department of
Fish and Wildlife Resourc-
es. “Rarely are all of these
done at the same time and at
the same range.”

Kentucky Fish and Wild-
life has public shooting
ranges (tube, trap and skeet,
and archery) on select wild-
life management areas in
Kentucky. A complete list
is available online at fw.ky.
gov.

These public shooting
ranges are self-serve — trap
and skeet ranges are open to
organized clubs or groups
and must be reserved 30
days in advance — and us-
ers must comply with the
posted rules. Some of the
guidelines are based on
courtesy; the majority focus
on safety.

“When you get to a
range, there should be a sign
that clearly marks what the

range is for,” Balda said.

“Be aware of what you
can and cannot use on each
range because these ranges
are placed and have safety
zones according to the fire-
arms they’re designed to
handle.”

The basic rules of fire-
arms safety still apply at the
range:

Treat every firearm as if
it’s loaded. Keep the action
open and the firearm un-
loaded until you’re ready to
fire.

Make sure you point the
firearm in a safe direction.
At arange, that’s designated
as toward the target. Never
point it at yourself or oth-
ers.

Keep your finger off the
trigger until you’re ready to
shoot.

Know your target and
what’s in front of or behind
it.

“Probably the most com-
mon thing I see on rifle
ranges is people still han-
dling a firearm on the firing
line while people are down
range,” Balda said. “For
safety and courtesy that’s
something you shouldn’t
do when people have gone
down range to work on tar-
gets.”

The same applies for
shotgunners.

“From time to time peo-
ple need to go down to the
trap houses and reload the
thrower,” Balda said.

“Again, you should not
be handling your firearms
when someone does that.
Most shotgun ranges are
pretty good about having a
rack to put your shotgun in
when you’re not shooting.”

Aside from proper han-
dling of firearms, there are
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two other safety measures
to keep in mind.

Eye and ear protection
are required at all times.

Depending on the weath-
er, an anti-fog lens cleaner
may need to be applied to
safety glasses.

“Another thing that helps
keep your glasses from fog-
ging up is to take off your
hat,” Balda said.

Hearing damage is ir-
reversible, and the sound

of your firearm going off |

should not be the signal to
protect your ears.

Balda advises wearing
ear plugs and ear muffs
when shooting anything
other than a .22 caliber fire-
arm.

“With a .22, I recom-
mend one or the other,”
Balda said.

As more people visit the
shooting range with the fall
hunting season drawing
closer, be even more aware
of what’s going on around
you. Don’t be bashful about
calling for a cease fire if you
observe a potentially dan-
gerous situation.

“Everyone should stop
shooting and figure out
what’s going on and fix
it,” Balda said. “It’s not a
big deal. Just get it done. If
someone gets hurt then it’s a
big deal.”

Kevin Kelly is a staff

writer for Kentucky Afield
magazine, the official pub-
lication of the Kentucky
Department of Fish and
Wildlife Resources. He is
an avid angler with a pas-
sion for muskellunge and
stream fishing. Get the lat-
est from Kevin and the en-
tire Kentucky Afield staff by
following them on Twitter:

@kyafield.
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Fruits and Berries

If you want to attract non-seed-
eating birds into your yard, fruits
such as grapes, raisins, cher-

ries, apples and orange halves
will attract mockingbirds, gray
catbirds, orioles, towhees, cedar
waxwings, blue birds, tanagers
and many more. Use a tray feeder
or place on the ground near
brush cover.

E-mail: birdingbits@cfl.rr.com
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My degree as a wildlife
biologist required me to take
evolution classes. [ had sever-
al very intelligent professors
try to convince me that the
THEORY of evolution was
an absolute. They tried to con-
vince me that it all started with
a bunch of actions and reac-
tions on cells to get us to now.

Since I can remember, I
have loved being outdoors.
The reason I love being out,
because I get to see the hand
of God at work. Whether it’s
a sunrise or a blanket of fresh
fallen snow, it all just shows
me how real my God is.
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Some things to think about!

- If the earth was a hair far-
ther away from the sun the
earth would be an icebox. If
the earth was hair closer to
the sun the earth would be an
oven.

-The trees absorb carbon
dioxide and produce oxygen.
We breathe oxygen and emit
carbon dioxide.

Is this just by chance? I
think not. This world was de-
signed by God. His creation
works in harmony. Just “by
chance” would never have
this much order. It just takes
a walk through the woods to
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Your energy expert

When Mike Raney needed advice on how to make his
home more energy efficient, he turned to his co-op.

Jackson Energy’s Chuck Stuber guided Mike through an
energy audit, heat pump tune up and adding insulation.
Jackson Energy rebates helped him pay for the upgrades.
Now Mike is saving money and more comfortable.

Jackson Energy - Your cooperative, Your energy expert.

To put our experts to work for you, call 1.800.262.7480.

Jackson Energy

Working for You

www.jacksonenergy.com ¢ 1.800.262.7480

With autumn around
the corner, Kentuck-
ians will visit gun
ranges to hone their
shooting skills before
hunting seasons open
this fall. Following
proper safety proce-
dures is paramount
for all users. A list of
public gun ranges on
Kentucky Department
of Fish and Wildlife
Management Areas
are listed on the de-
partment’s website at
fw.ky.gov.

see there is a Great Creator.

The evolution teachers
tried to convince me with
their books that Evolution
was the truth. The teachers
didn’t care much about the
Book I have and get all my
answers from. The Book I
read disproves the theory
of evolution over and over;
The Holy Bible inspired by
God.

The world was created
in 6 days and on the 7th
day He rested. The answer
to creation can be found in
Genesis. Darwin can have is
theory, but I will stick with
my Jesus and His word.

I am sure there are a lot
of folks that would call me
a crazy Christian. I have
spent enough time in His
creation to know how real
God is. If you don’t know
Jesus just take a walk in
the woods and see how all
things work together. Look
at his wonderful creation.
No Jesus, No Peace. Know
Jesus, Know Peace.

Until next week, get out
and enjoy God’s creation!




