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Bible Trivia Answers
Casey’s trivia book “Know It? ... or Not?”
is available from BearManorMedia.com

ANSWERS 1) New; 2) On the 
Mount; 3) Zachariah; 4) Snow; 
5) Glory of God; 6) 1

Puzzle Answers
October 1, 2014

	 Farmers know that alfalfa 
needs a rest period during the 
fall to get ready for winter. 
To provide for this rest, the 
last summer cutting usually 
occurs before September 15. 
After the first hard freeze (24 
degrees Fahrenheit or lower), 
or November 1, a final har-
vest can be made. This final 
harvest will not hurt the alfal-
fa and may reduce pest prob-
lems.
	 According to UK Exten-
sion forage specialists, cut-
ting alfalfa stands during the 
critical fall rest period affects 
the plant response in the fol-
lowing year. In the very least, 
it will reduce the speed of 
regrowth in the spring and 
may reduce the yield of the 
first cutting. In the worst case, 
stands may be thinned sig-
nificantly. However, there are 

situations where the risks of 
stand damage or future yield 
reduction from harvesting 
between September 15 and 
November 1 are reduced. If 
(a) the stand is in bloom at the 
time of the fall cut, or (b) it has 
been at least 45 days since the 
last harvest, or (c) the stand 
is old and will be plowed un-
der for another crop anyway, 
the value of the forage may 
be great enough to risk stand 
damage. Conditions where 
the risks associated with cut-
ting during September 15 
and November 1 are greatest 
are: (a) The stand is less than 
one year old; or (b) The field 
of alfalfa has been stressed 
during the past year by late 
frosts, disease, excessive in-
sects, or weed pressure, etc.; 
or (c) The alfalfa field has not 
been adequately top-dressed 
with phosphorus, potassium, 
and boron; or (d) the variety 
lacks multi-pest resistance. 
In general, it would be better 
to cut an older stand rather 
than a younger stand dur-
ing the fall rest period. Older 
stands have already allowed 
the costs of establishment to 
be recovered and by definition 
have few productive years 
remaining. Younger stands 
have more of their productive 
years ahead of them and as 
such should not be abused by 
being cut between September 
15 and November 1. 

Eric Baker
Estill County Extension
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& Natural Resources

Alfalfa Needs To Rest In The Autumn
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Estill Ag News
_____________________________________________
Thursday, October 9th @ 6pm____________________________________________
 Attention All Cattle Producers
	 Attention all cattle producers! The Estill County Coop-
erative Extension Service will hold a Cattle Handling and 
Care Certification training on Thursday, October 9th, 6:00 
p.m., at the Extension office, 76 Golden Court, Irvine. 
Participants will receive a comprehensive training includ-
ing proper cattle handling techniques, proper nutrition, 
animal health procedures, understanding health disorders, 
handling facilities and hauling, and much more. Produc-
ers who complete the training will receive a barn sign, 
chute-side laminated sheet, and trailer bumper sticker. In 
addition, participants can receive a beef quality assurance 
(BQA) certification by watching a short video and paying 
a $5 fee. For more information or to pre-register, contact 
the Estill County Cooperative Extension Service at 723-
4557._____________________________________________
Tuesdays, beginning October 7th____________________________________________
 Attention Deer Hunters & Farmers
	 The Estill County Extension Office is partnering with 
the University of Kentucky Department of Forestry Ex-
tension to offer a Fall Forestry Webinar Series. This edu-
cational series will be held on Tuesdays at the Estill Coun-
ty Extension office, beginning October 7th (topic: help for 
you and your woodlands); then October 14th (woodland 
certification), October 21st (black bears in Kentucky), Oc-
tober 28th (what’s killing our trees and what we can and 
can’t do), and November 11th (winter tree identification). 
The meeting time is from 7:00 to 8:00 p.m. each night.  
Certified Kentucky Master Loggers can receive 1-hour of 
continuing education credit for each night they attend. 
	 Forestry extension professors and professional forest-
ers will be presenting the webinars.  A webinar is an edu-
cational seminar conducted through the internet to satellite 
locations across the state at the same time.  In a webinar 
meeting, we can use a projector to put a video feed onto 
a screen so you can see the presenters as they speak.  In 
addition, a microphone will be connected so that we can 
ask questions to the presenters during the question/answer 
time.  Participants will be connected to locations across 
the state in a real-time format and receive copies of the 
presentations from each night. 
	 If you are interested in attending, please call 723-4557 
to pre-register. Estill County Extension is located at 76 
Golden Court (off Stacy Lane) in Irvine.. 

	 Deciding whether to cut 
an alfalfa field in late Sep-
tember or early to mid-Oc-
tober is an individual judg-
ment that should be based 
on the benefits of the extra 
yield and quality outweigh-
ing the risks of yield and 
stand loss the following year. 
Keep in mind that you will 
never hurt the stand by not 
cutting during the traditional 
fall rest period. Also keep in 
mind that fall cutting will af-
fect next year’s production. 
If you do cut during the fall 
and want to get a few more 
years of production from the 
field, make sure that soil fer-
tility needs are taken care of 
by liberally top-dressing dur-
ing the late fall or winter and 
using a dormant herbicide 
spray to control the growth 
of winter weeds such as hen-
bit and chickweed.
	 If the alfalfa is to be re-
moved by grazing, don’t 
leave livestock on it too long 
and don’t let them graze 
when the soil is muddy to 
prevent damage to the stand. 
Grazing of alfalfa is becom-
ing more popular in Ken-
tucky. Grazing must be done 

on a rotational basis to main-
tain thick productive stands. 
Stocking rates should be 
high enough to remove the 
forage in 7-10 days. Allow 
enough time between graz-
ing (4-5 weeks) for alfalfa to 
reach the bud-to-early-flow-
er stage. 
	 Take precautions to pre-
vent bloat in grazing animals. 
Do not graze alfalfa for three 
days following a killing frost 
(below 28 degrees Fahren-
heit). The harder the frost the 
greater the risk for bloat. In-
cluding a cool-season grass 
with alfalfa will help to re-
duce the chances of bloat. 
Other recommendations for 
grazing alfalfa include feed-
ing a bloat preventative and 
not turning hungry animals 
out onto alfalfa, especially 
lush alfalfa that is wet with 
rain or dew.
	 For more information 
about alfalfa or other forages, 
contact the Estill County Ex-
tension Service at 723-4557.
 	 Educational programs of 
the Cooperative Extension Ser-
vice serve all people regardless 
of race, color, sex, religion, dis-
ability or national origin.

New Programs Help Farmers Manage Risk
	 U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) has unveiled 
highly anticipated new programs to help farmers better 
manage risk, ushering in one of the most significant re-
forms to United States farm programs in decades. 
 	 The new programs, Agricultural Risk Coverage (ARC) 
and Price Loss Coverage (PLC), are cornerstones of the 
commodity farm safety net programs in the 2014 Farm 
Bill, legislation that ended direct payments. Both programs 
offer farmers protection when market forces cause substan-
tial drops in crop prices and/or revenues. Producers will 
have through early spring of 2015 to select which program 
works best for their businesses.
	 Farm owners may now begin visiting their local Farm 
Service Agency (FSA) offices if they want to update their 
yield history and/or reallocate base acres, the first step be-
fore choosing which new program best serves their risk 
management needs. Letters sent this summer enabled farm 
owners and producers to analyze their crop planting history 
in order to decide whether to keep their base acres or real-
locate them according to recent plantings.
	 For more information, visit www.usda.gov/farmbill.
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender.
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