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I Surrender All?

Linville Dunaway, Corinth Christian Church

Mark 10:17-22, “ And when he was gone forth into the way, there
came one running, and kneeled to him, and asked him, Good Master,
what shall I do that I may inherit eternal life? And Jesus said unto him,
Why callest thou me good? there is none good but one, that is, God. Thou
knowest the commandments, Do not commit adultery, Do not kill, Do
not steal, Do not bear false witness, Defraud not, Honour thy father and
mother. And he answered and said unto him, Master, all these have I 0b-
served from my youth. Then Jesus beholding him loved him, and said
unto him, One thing thou lackest: go thy way, sell whatsoever thou hast,
and give to the poor, and thou shalt have treasure in heaven. and come,
take up the cross, and follow me. And he was sad at that saying, and went
away grieved: for he had great possessions.”

This man represents those who have religion, but come short of hav-
ing the proper relationship with the Lord. Even with keeping the law and
being a good person he knew that he was lacking in his spiritual life.

People all over the world have religion, but many of them do not know
Jesus as Lord. Some even say that they believe that he lived, but they can’t
accept the fact that he is the Son of God. What did this particular man be-
lieve?

He called Jesus Good Master, but not Lord. He saw Jesus as a good
man, maybe a prophet, but not as the Son of God. To be saved one must
believe that he is the saviour, the Christ, not just a man. Jesus told him that
only God was good as it is written in_Psalms 14: 1-3. Still, this man came
to the right person to ask about eternal life. He ask the right question, of the
right person, but was not ready to accept the right answer.

Evidently he thought that there was little, if anything, that he needed
to do. After all, he was a good man, he kept the law and had since he was a
child. He was proud of that, both of what he had done and the evil that he
had not done. That is a religion of works and no man can be saved by his
works, no matter how good they are.

Jesus told him to give all he had to the poor and to come and follo
or walk, with him. This shocked the man because he had great wealth and
couldn’t bear the thought of giving it up. He wanted eternal life, but at what

cost? If the Lord had told him to give a large sum to the poor he probably
would have done it, but certainly not all of his money. It takes faith in the
Lord to give up money, or earthly goals, to serve God. He was willing to
resist sin and to keep the commandments but to trust God enough to put
his day to day life in his hands was too much. There are those who will
not commit great sins, but who will not serve the Lord either.

The apostles left their jobs, homes, and families to walk with God.
The Lord took care of them and would have taken care of this man too.
Was he affaid that he would go hungry, or was it just that he didn’t want to
give up his comforts? Whatever his thinking, he was willing to surrender
some of his life to the Lord, but not willing to surrender all. Jesus is either
Lord of all, or he is Lord of none in our lives.

“But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh
to God must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that
diligently seek him,” Hebrews 11:6. It is not just what we do, or don’t

W, do, but the faith that we have to walk with God in this world. Our faith is

why we obey the Lord and witness of him. Only when a person has faith
in Jesus will he surrender all to him.
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PONTIUS PILATE, THE MAN WHO COULD HAVE SAVED JESUS’ LIFE!

PILATE, ROMAN PROCURATOR OF JUDEA FOR TEN
YEARS (AD.26-36), WAS AN UNFIT RULER, NEVER ABLE
TO UNDERSTAND THE RELIGIOUS PRINCIPLES OR THE
NATIONAL PRIDE OF THE JENS OVER WHOM HE HELD
SUPREME POWER. FROM THE VERY INCEPTION OF HIS
GOVERNORSHIP. HE MADE MISTAKE AFTER MISTAKE,
ROUSING THE IRE OF THE PEOPLE EACH TIME ! WHEN
HE WAS ASKED TO CONDEMN JESUS, HE WAS ALSO
WARNED THAT,IF HE DI DN'T, COMPLAINTS WOULD BE
SENTTO QOME AFRAID FOR HIS OWN POLITICAL SAFETY,
PILATE WEAKLY COMPLIED, ALTHOUGH HE STATED PUBLICLY
HE THOUGHT JESUS WAS A MAN UNJUSTLY ACCUSED !

AS A YOUNG MAN, PONTIUS PILATE, OF HIGH EQUESTRIAN BIRTH,
SERVED HIS TIME, AS ALLYOUNG NOBLES, IN THE ROMAN CAVALRY UNTIL

HE WAS IN LINE FOI? A LUCRATIVE POS!T\ON ON RECEIVING His
GOVERNORSHIR HE COULD HARDLY HAVE REALIZED HE WAS EMBARKED
UPON A ROAD OF MISMANAGED AFFAIRS, ARECALL TO ROME IN GREAT
DISGRACE, AND EXILE TO GAUL WHERE HE WOULD FINALLY COMMWIT SUICIDE !
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