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Waking Up
Linville Dunaway, Corinth Christian Church

Hosea 2:1-7 tells the story of Hosea’s wife, and shows the condi-
tion of Israel and the nation’s relationship to God. The nation had done
spiritually what Hosea’s wife had done literally. Israel had turned from
God and went after idols, seeking pleasure, wealth, and all manner of sin.
Both Gomer, Hosea’s wife, and Israel would come to a time when they
realized that life was better before they became unfaithful.

Whether it is an individual, or a nation, as long as things are going
well, there is usually little, or no thought, about sin until the results begin
to show. Then, like the prodigal son, when they are brought low, most
people will look up, at last realizing that their sinful ways put them in
such a bad condition. Isn’t it a shame that often a person must be brought
down before they think to look up?

Hosea’s wife would come to a point in her sinful life where she
would say, “I will go and return to my first husband; for then was it better
with me than now.” She had to admit that her sin had caused suffering and

heartache both to her, and to her family. How many men and women have
followed the same path to misery? They have broken their marriage vows,
their home, and done a lot of hurt to their family. Gomer, Hosea’s wife, was
able to go back, but in many cases a person can’t go back again.

There are several examples in the bible that show this same sad story.
In Luke 15:11-18 the prodigal son came to a similar conclusion after he left
home and family. The course of his life didn’t change until he came to him-
self. The lure of pleasure, money, and the things of this world faded into the
reality of his condition. He didn’t blame his troubles on anyone else, but in
true repentance, he faced the fact that he, and only he, was to blame. Then
he got up and put action to his words, bearing the shame of going home and
admitting his sins. It took a lot of courage to face his deeds, but anyone who
is serious about wanting to change will do so. If he had not went back, and
confessed, his situation would not have changed.

Another example is Jonah, the rebellious prophet. He was a servant of
God until he was told to do something that he didn’t want to do. Trying to
run from God was a foolish thing to do, but it didn’t stop him from trying to
do it. Only when he found himself'in a horrible condition, that he described

as the “belly of hell,” did he call on God. He came to himself after three
days of misery and knew that life had been better before he disobeyed
God.

Even king David was not exempt from going his own way and
suffering for it. His giving in to lust brought about the death of a good
man, the destruction of a home and marriage, as well as much hurt to his
own family. Read Psalms 51 and see his plea for forgiveness. He wanted
things to be like they were before his sin. As with the others he saw that
his sins had brought changes that he had not expected. Satan is a deceiver
and will lead a person to think that they can have fun with no penalty.
Each of these people would say, “Don’t believe it - don’t make the same
mistake that we made.”

There are other people in the scripture who made the same errors.
Judas, for one, found himself wanting to undo his deeds, but it was too
late. How many in our day have we seen who have destroyed their family,
home, and reputation for the lure of pleasure, or greed? Sin still brings the
same fruits to those who turn from what is right and holy. Don’t be fooled
by the evil one, follow the Lord all the way through this life.
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