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To improve the repro-

ductive efficiency, and thus
profitability, of a beef cattle
operation, you must under-
stand proper heifer devel-
opment. Properly managing
yearling heifer reproduction
is the first step toward repro-
ductive efficiency.
Your goal is to manage heif
ers so they’ll conceive early
by reducing the age of pu-
berty, shortening the time
from puberty to conception
and increasing fertility.

According to Extension
beef specialists, age at pu-
berty is the most important
factor in managing heifer
reproduction. For puberty to
occur, a heifer should weigh
at least 67 percent of her ex-
pected mature weight. This
percentage of mature weight

Improving Reproductive Efficiency In Heifers

Most heifer development
programs require that heifers
reach the target weight by the
onset of their first breeding
season. For maximum fertil-
ity and reproduction, heifers
must have at least one estrus
before the breeding season
begins. Research shows that
fertility increases about 20
percent from the first to third
estrus after puberty. Thus,
it’s logical to manage heifers
to reach puberty before the
start of breeding season.

Crossbreeding is another
management practice to re-
duce heifers’ age at puberty.
Crossbred heifers, with a
genetic makeup of not more
than 75 percent of one breed,
have a significantly reduced
age at puberty compared to
straight-bred heifers. Cross-
bred heifers also have great-
er overall fertility resulting
from hybrid vigor.

Examine the cowherd
to determine the cows’ ap-
proximate weights and use
these data to set the heifers’
target weights. Then, deter-
mine how much heifers must
gain daily to reach the target
weight. Once you determine
the necessary daily weight
gain, develop a ration that
provides the proper nutri-
ents to help heifers reach the
target weight. Periodically
weigh heifers to ensure that

ate weight. If not, adjust the
ration to compensate.

Also, be sure heifers are
properly vaccinated accord-
ing to label and veterinarian
recommendations.

Breeding is the final step
in managing heifer develop-
ment. It’s advisable to con-
sider estrus synchronization
and/orartificialinsemination.
Some advantages of estrus
synchronization are poten-
tially higher pregnancy rates;
heavier, more uniform calves
at weaning; and increased
production and labor effi-
ciency. Using Al gives pro-
ducers the ability to use supe-
rior, more predictable sires.

Most calving problems

occur when heifers have
calves for the first time; thus,
there is merit in using estrus
synchronization and Al with
bulls of proven calving ease
on first-calf heifers.

Getting heifers bred as
early as possible gives them
more time to rebreed after
calving. For more informa-
tion about cattle reproduc-
tive efficiency or other cattle
topics, contact the Estill
County Cooperative Exten-
sion Service at 723-4557.

Educational programs of
the Cooperative Extension
Service serve all people re-
gardless of race, color, sex,
religion, disability or national
origin.
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Order through February 20th

Fruit Tree Rootstock, etc.

The Estill Extension Service will be taking orders for
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This native of Asia and Australia
was first introduced to North
America as an ornamental in
the early 1900s. It is considered
invasive in the southeastern
U.S., and smothers native
vegetation by blocking sunlight.
It increases fire risk by allowing
fire to spread up trees along

its vines and leaves.

Source: www.invasivespeciesinfo.gov,
www.sfrc.ufl.edu

GET-R-DONE

Tree Trimming & Removal
Also, NEW! Pressure Washing!
Homes Decks, Driveways, Sidewalks
Contact Anthony Conrad

FREE Estimates! 606-975-3799

Available 24 Hours For Storm Damage!

Willis Estes
Realty and
Auction, Inc.

1480 White Oak Road
Irvine, Kentucky 40336

Phone G06:7236920  Fax TTa-221-0814

Email <Willis@WillisEstes.Com> www.WillisEstes,Com

apple and pear rootstocks this month. If you want to
propagate a favorite apple or pear, grafting is one of the
easiest ways to preserve that cultivar. To graft, you will
need scion wood (terminal branch segments from last
year’s growth collected at the end of February) and a
rootstock. If'you do not know how to graft, come by the
office for information or assistance.

We typically order Malling7 (55% of standard size)
and/or MM.111 (80% of standard) semi-dwarf apple
rootstock and a pear rootstock. Please place your order
on or before January 23rd by calling 606-723-4557. The
rootstocks usually arrive by the first week of March. Or-
ders must be prepaid by February 20th.

In addition, we will take orders for strawberry, black-
berry, blueberry, raspberry, asparagus, and Candy onion
plants. Call our office for details. Plant delivery will
be in early April. If you are interested, call the Estill
County Extension office at 723-4557. Orders must be
prepaid by March 13th.

Tuesday, February 27th
2014 Farm Bill Deadlines

The Secretary of Agriculture has announced the time-
line that landowners and farmers have to make their
decisions as part of implementing the 2014 Farm Bill.
Landowners are responsible for making the decisions
regarding reallocating base acres and updating yields.
Producers decide to elect either the ARC-County, ARC-
Individual, or PLC program.

February 27, 2015: Landowners have a one-time, ir-
revocable opportunity to reallocate base and update pay-
ment yields.

March 31. 2015: Producers have a one-time, irrevo-
cable decision to elect either

(1) ARC-County or PLC on a covered commodity by
covered-commodity basis OR elect

(2) ARC-Individual for all of the covered commodi-
ties on the farm.

Mid-April 2015 — Summer 2015: Producers sign
contracts to participate in ARC/PLC for 2014 and 2015
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HERE IS A PLEASANT LITTLE GAME that will give you a
message every day. It's a numerical puzzie designed to spell
out your fortune. Count the letters in your first name. If the
number of letters is 6 or more, subtract 4. If the number is less
than 6, add 3. The result is your key number. Start at the up-
per left-hand corner and check one of your key numbers, left
to right. Then read the message the letters under the
checked figures give you.

©2015 King Features Syndicate, Inc. All rights reserved. /

~ CryptoQuote )

AXYDLBAAXR
is LONGFELLOW
One letter stands for another. In this sample, A is used
for the three L's, X for the two O's, etc. Single letters,
apostrophes, the length and formation of the words are all
hints. Each week the code letters are different.

SJA LEJLSTPHO K’'TWIBWP

ABZ ASTW ST KBHG JMP

ABZSHWRPJW, G.O., BZ B

OHPX PSBP RJTZ BEJMWG
HW OHEOKTZ.

— QJSW YBZJW DEJAW

©2015 King Features Synd., Inc.

J
CryptoQuip )

This is a simple substitution cipher in which each letter used stands
for another. If you think that X equals O, it will equal O throughout
the puzzle. Solution is accomplished by trial and error.

Clue: D equals E

RO P OVWDRSGDW BVXDK
RGCV P BRCT PGM RK PYY QT
URXKDYO, XRSUC UD QD BPYYDM

CUD YVGD KCWPGSDW?

© 2015 King Features Synd., Inc.
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BROWN FARM MEATS

located inside Discount Tobacco
389 Richmond Road in Irvine, KY

M-F, 9-6, Saturday, 9-Noon
(606) 643-5107 or (606) 643-5758
Kentucky Proud Certified
*Home-Grown *Com-Fed « USDA-Inspected

Call for pickup or delivery! We sell any size quantities!

Products
Boston Butt Pork Roast . $359/, ,,.
gGreat for Pulled Pork)
ausa elllllllIllllll 350II_b_

Wot Medlum or Mild)
hole Cured Ham...... $359/ .
ﬁllced is $4. 00 perLb.)

ea llllllllllll$350/I_b-
Ham Cutlets .......... 359/, ,,.

Similar to cube steak, only ham)

ACON. « v vvvnunnnnnnns SA25/ 0
JOWI Bacon " EEEEEEEEER $350/I_b_
Pork Tenderloin ....... 459/, ,,
Pork Chops E E EEEEEEEE®R $4ooll_b_
SpareRibs............ 359 4.
Country Style Ribs ..... *359%/ .
Baby Back Pork Ribs ... $359/ .
Pork Burgers.......... ¥
EGround pattled pork with no seasonnz,q/

ratwursts .....cccuus Lb.

Bundle Packages
1/4 Processed Hog ... .. ®115°°
1/2 Processed Hog . . ... ®*210°°
Whole Processed Hoq . . *440°°

S t i Cke I e r,s P u ZZI e How do ranch workers get a lot of laughs?

wyTerry Stickels

Match the phobias on the left
with their meanings on the right.

1. algophobia a. fear of heights
2. ergophobia b. fear of cold

3. androphobia c. fear of males

4. acrophobia d. fear of working
5. psychrophobia e. fear of pain

©2015 King Features Syndicate, Inc.
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Answer answer

Stickeler’s Answer on Page 11

PAINTED
ROOFING METAL

We offer 16 colors of our #1 grade
metal roofing tin cut to the inch.
Now with a 40-year warranty, this
ensures a roof that will last for years.
We also have 29 gauge Galvalume.
We carry all metal roofing accessories!
Phone in or Fax orders welcome

Call 606-593-7080 ¢ Fax 606-593-7071

We now ac dyt Credit & Debit Cards!

Wolf Creek Metal

Open five days for your convenience
Wiz Mon.-Fri. 8am-5pm ;-;
LOCATED

\'::..‘IF ? _
j 4 Boonéville, KY on Hwy. 11

1.5 miles south of
in the Lone Oak Industrial Park

/CryptoQuote N\

\ the Lone Stranger? /

They horse around.
Letter Box
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DIN|A|[B|R|I|H|Y]|M answers
A vipMAIRNE 1. Shiver, Sli 6. Elis, Elvi
AlDlIBl1INIRIYIMIA . Iver, Sliver X IS, EIVIS
mlIvyInTalnlBl 1 IR D 2. Adapt, Adopt 7. Pewter, Pester
R|I|H|Y|D|M|N|B|A 3. Mutter, Matter 8. Nanny, Nancy
H|BIM|R|IT|Y]|D|A|IN 4. Genie, Genre 9. Chase, Cease
N|R|D|M|A|H|B|I]|Y
5. Brave, Crave 10. Raffle, Waffle
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Solution time: 25 mins.

answer PlA[s clA|m
How prophetio pentant | Ia[r[cl MW TAlG vl
Washington, D.C., as a E|BIOIN|Y EIRIAISIEID
city that goes around BIL|UIE|S[B|R|O|T|HIE|R|S
in circles. B|E|D T|O|I|L|E T(O|O
\._JOHN MASON BROWN/ FIE|A|T cla[1]pP
A[B|O|R|T D|A|T|E|D
4 CryptoQuip N [Ewiem P[U Bﬁu
answer G[A|S KIE|E|N|S P|T|A
If a foreigner comes CIRIEIEINISIKIEIEIPIEIRLS
. eigner c ple|v[i[s|ERN[O[N|E[S
into a city and is all by
himself, might he be cailed MIEISIA S CLlOIC K
S|H|Y E|R|E
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Bible Trivia Answers

Casey’s trivia book “Know It? ... or Not?”
is available from BearManorMedia.com




