
	 	Consider The Cause
by Linville Dunaway, Corinth Christian Church

	 “And Jehoshaphat the king of Judah returned 
to his house in peace to Jerusalem. And Jehu the 
son of Hanani the seer went out to meet him, and 
said to king Jehoshaphat, Shouldest thou help the 
ungodly, and love them that hate the LORD? there-
fore is wrath upon thee from before the LORD,” 2 
Chronicles 19:1-2.
	  Jehoshaphat was a good king in that he didn’t 
worship idols. He sought the Lord and sent Levites to 
teach God’s Law to the people. What is surprising is 
that while he didn’t go after false gods, he joined Ahab 
who was an evil king. If he didn’t seek idols himself, 
how could he help a man who did?
	 In 2 Chronicles 18 Jehoshaphat did not take the 
word of four hundred false prophets who said that 
God would give him and Ahab victory over the Syr-
ians at Ramothgilead. He demanded to hear from 
a prophet of the Lord. The prophet Micaiah was 

brought before the kings and prophesied that Ahab 
would fall in the battle. Even after hearing the word 
of the Lord Jehoshaphat still went with Ahab to help 
him in the battle. Ahab was killed according to the 
word of God and Jehoshaphat was saved by the grace 
of God. It was when he returned home that the seer, 
(prophet), rebuked him in the name of the Lord.
	 Consider this, same man who had led the people 
to seek the Lord and had the word taught to them 
didn’t appear to have learned all that he should have 
for himself. He knew that God was real and what his 
law was, so there was no question of faith. It was 
more a story of him helping a man who lived a life 
condemned by God. I don’t see how he could claim to 
not know how Ahab lived for he was one of the most 
evil kings of Israel. What is it about Ahab that enticed 
Jehoshaphat to admire, like, or whatever it was that 
caused him to support him in any venture?
	 God didn’t approve of him joining with wicked 
Ahab in any endeavor. Since Jehoshaphat had followed 
the Lord and not went after sinful things, he had been 
blessed with honor and peace. War had not come to 

him and to Judah, but he went seeking it by helping 
Ahab. He escaped with his life and saw that Micaiah 
had told the true word of the Lord. Then when he 
got home he was told that God was displeased with 
his going to try to help Ahab, when God had marked 
Ahab for defeat.
	  If this wasn’t enough to teach him what God 
wanted him to do he made the same mistake again. 
After the death of Ahab his son Ahaziah became king 
of Israel. He was evil like his father and continued the 
worship of idols. Jehoshaphat joined him as he did 
with Ahab. They made ships to go to Tarshish, joining 
together in this plan. The ships were built and God 
sent a prophet who told him that his works would be 
broken because he had done this. A storm destroyed 
the ships preventing the kings from completing their 
plans.
 	 Why did a king who knew that God was angry at 
him for helping one wicked man go right along and 
help another? Often times people do things because 
they just want to do them, not because they don’t 
know what they should do.  
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