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	 Livestock producers 
have a number of eco-
nomic reasons to have 
forages tested before the 
winter feeding season 
begins. Knowing forage 
quality will help maximize 
animal performance, pro-
vide sufficient feed, and 
lower input costs.
	 Most livestock produc-
ers have forages with dif-
ferent qualities on their 
farm because there’s a 
tremendous variation in 
the quality of forages har-
vested at diverse stages of 
maturity.  Plus, weather 
damage and the species 
itself can affect forage 
feeding quality.
	 By having forages 
tested, you will know the 
quality of the different 

forages especially if you 
buy the hay.   Then, you 
can match forage qual-
ity to livestock who have 
diverse nutritional needs 
and different manage-
ment requirements that 
are influenced by age 
and stage of production. 
This will help you get the 
best performance from 
animals whether its re-
production, rate of gain 
or milk production. An-
other reason it’s impor-
tant to know forage qual-
ity is to be sure you will 
have enough feed to get 
through the winter.  After 
you have forages tested, 
take an inventory of them 
and livestock to be sure 
you’ll have sufficient feed.
	 Winter feed comprises 
about one-half of the to-
tal feed costs for a beef 
herd. Thus, it’s desirable 
to develop a feeding and 
management plan to car-
ry the cow herd through 
the winter at the least 
cost. You also might want 
to separate the herd into 
groups with similar nu-
trient and management 
requirements.  This will 
keep you from over- or 
under-feeding cattle and 

wasting feed dollars. Test-
ing forages also lets you 
discover what the most 
limiting nutrient is so you 
can develop the most eco-
nomical supplementation 
program. If energy is the 
most limiting nutrient 
and you add protein, you 
won’t get any response 
for the money spent.
	 Another benefit of for-
age testing is that it helps 
you develop a feeding pat-
tern to meet animals’ nu-
tritional needs based on 
their age and stage in the 
production cycle. In the 
fall, for example, there’s 
still some pasture left and 
beef cattle nutritional 
needs are low so you can 
feed lower-quality forage.  
However, their needs dra-
matically escalate as calv-
ing time approaches; so 
four to six weeks before 
calving, go to the highest 
quality forage and con-
tinue until pasture qual-
ity and quantity can meet 
cows’ nutrient needs and 
you can shift them over 
to pasture.  This is assum-
ing that the cows were in 
good flesh in the fall.
	 One common miscon-
ception is that cattle will 

eat more low-quality for-
age if they need it.  This 
simply isn’t true. Cattle 
eat less low-quality (high 
fiber, mature) forage be-
cause it is slow to digest 
and slow to pass through 
the animal. As a result the 
digestive system is always 
full and the animal won’t 
eat more.   Conversely, 
beef cattle will eat more 
high-quality forage be-
cause they digest it faster 
and it moves through 
them more quickly.  You’ll 
have a higher level of per-
formance when cattle eat 
more quality forage.
	 Having forages tested 
will let you know how 
much cattle will eat and 
whether a supplement 
is needed.  For more in-
formation on hay testing, 
animal nutrition or ration 
formulation, contact me 
at the Estill Cooperative 
Extension Service at 723-
4557.
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Bible Trivia Answers
“Test Your Bible Knowledge,” with 1,206 multiple-choice questions 
by columnist Wilson Casey, is available in bookstores and online.

ANSWERS 1) New; 2) Cheru-
bims with a flaming sword; 3) Dinah; 
4) Solomon; 5) Living; 6) Sheep
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Testing Your Hay is Important
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	 Autumn has arrived in Kentucky, and it is time to 
focus on fruit, orchard, and vineyard sanitation. Good 
sanitation practices can help reduce disease-caus-
ing pathogens.  Good sanitation practices can help 
reduce disease-causing pathogens.  These organisms 
can survive for months or years on dead plant mate-
rial or in soil, causing infections in subsequent years. 
Elimination of disease-causing organisms reduces 
the need for fungicides and can improve the effective-
ness of disease management practices.
	 Following these sanitation practices both in au-
tumn and throughout the growing season can reduce 
disease pressure in home and commercial fruit plant-
ings: 1) remove diseased plant tissues from infected 
plants (prune by making cuts well below visible symp-
toms and clean tools between each cut with a sanitiz-
er, such as rubbing alcohol or household bleach); 2) 
rake and remove fallen buds, flowers, fruit, twigs, and 
leaves (discard diseased fruit since it can serve as a 

source of inoculum in subsequent growing seasons); 
3) above and below ground portions of severely in-
fected trees, bushes, and vines should be completely 
removed and destroyed; 4) all discarded plant mate-
rial should be burned, buried, or removed with yard 
waste (do not compost diseased plant material); and 
5) remove weeds, including roots, which may serve 
as alternate hosts for pathogens.
	 For more information, contact the Estill County Ex-
tension office at 723-4557 or visit UK Horticulture 
Kentucky Pest News website at https://kentuckyp-
estnews.wordpress.com/ .

Sanitation is key to reducing disease pressure in fruit plantings

	 The Clark County Fair 
is among seven Kentucky 
county fairs boards that 
were awarded more than 
$300,000 from the Ken-
tucky Department of Ag-
riculture (KDA) for new 
construction projects, Ag-
riculture Commissioner 
Dr. Ryan Quarles has an-
nounced. 
	 “Every year I get the 
unique honor of announc-
ing grants to local county 
fair boards for infrastruc-
ture improvements,” Com-
missioner Quarles said. 
“These grants will enhance 
the places where we gather 
for county fairs, livestock 
shows, and other events 
when the time comes.”
	 The amount and the 
recipient of each grant in-
cludes:
	 •	 $100,000 to the Car-
roll County Fair for a new 
building;
	 •	 $73,582 to the Trim-
ble County Fair to improve-
ments to the livestock ring, 

horse arena and demo-
derby area;
	 •	 $40,500 to the Pur-
chase Area Fair in Graves 
County for building and 
fence repairs;
	 •	 $25,000 to the Tolles-
boro Fair in Lewis County 
for paving, electrical, fenc-
ing and lighting upgrades;
	 •	 $23,250 to the LaRue 
County Fair for roof and 
electrical upgrades and 
fence repairs;
	 •	 $20,960 to Clark 
County Fair for public an-
nouncement system and 
electrical upgrades; and 
	 •	 $17,732 to Ballard 
County for a new roof and 
stage. 
	 Each grant will fund 75 
percent of the total cost of 
the project, with the local 
fair board matching the 
other 25 percent. Each 
project must be started 
within 90 days of the date 
the project was awarded 
and must be completed 
within nine months.

---------------------------------------------------------------
Quarles announces seven 
county fair grant awards


