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Times
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Giving Thanks

Thanksgiving is coming up
soon and this will be a different
one because of Covid-19. Be-
cause many families will not able
to get together. Even though we
are having hard times right now,
it will get better. Thanksgiving is
a day of giving thanks. A com-
mon question during these holi-
days is, “What are you thankful
for?” Typical answers usually
include family, health, home, job,

food and clothing.

But for believers, thankful-
ness should go deeper. The Apos-
tle Paul wrote, “Be joyful always;
pray continually; give thanks
in all circumstances, for this is
God’s will for you in Jesus Christ.
(1 Thesssalonians 5:16-18 NIV).
In all circumstances . . . even dif-
ficult ones? Even when we grieve
or suffer? The Bible is full of rea-
sons to give thanks.

Every morning I'm thankful
for the gift of another day. And
I'm thankful also for the good
things God continues to give me.
.. family and friends, for example,
and even the simple things in life
that [ used to take for granted. I
think I notice them more now,
and I'm grateful for that.

But most of all 'm thankful for
Jesus Christ, and for the hope we
have in Heaven. Because of His
death and resurrection. As I get
older I tend to spend more time
thinkingaboutthe past,and that's
not necessarily wrong. But I also
think about heaven and think of
his wonderful promise that if we
accept, believe, and confess our
sins and place are faith in him;
that when we die we will be with

him forever in Heaven.

We all have problems and I'm
no exception. Butit's true ... God
has a way of bringing good out of
the darkest times and when He
does, we should give him thanks.

People often have a hard time
trusting God when difficult times
come their way, even if they know
the promises He has made to us
in the Bible. Many struggle with
it.

It's easy to become over-
whelmed by whatever is hap-
pening to us that we forget God’s
promises; promises we’'ve known
and trusted most of our lives.
That's why we need to turn to
the Bible every day, so we won't
forget them. But it is also impor-
tant to maintain an attitude of
thanksgiving in our hearts, for
it will keep us from forgetting
God’s goodness and faithfulness.

As we get older, and experi-
ence sickness and age, we can'’t
do everything we once could, but
we can do what we can. We can
still pray, and encourage others
to live for Christ. We can also
make it our goal to be more like
Christ.

God Bless!

The Elizabeth Witt Christmas Party will continue

this year but will be changed to a “Drive Throug

The tradition will continue again this year for the
40th annual Elizabeth Witt Christmas Party. It will
be held as usual on the first Saturday of December
which is December 5 but there are changes this year
due to the corona virus. It will be held as a “Drive
Through” at the Estill County Fairgrounds with gifts
being given from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. as vehicles drive
through the line. Gifts will be given to the children
in each vehicle. Santa and Mrs. Claus will be pres-
ent to greet the children in a social distanced safe
manner

The Elizabeth Witt party committee hope to make
this a special day for Estill County children, age 12
and under. All are invited to attend. Children will

receive a Christmas necklace, kettle corn, candy,
chocolate milk, apple, banana, orange, and age ap-
propriate toys and books.

Elizabeth Witt started the Christmas Party at her
home for the children of Estill County in 1980 and
wanted every gifttobe wrapped witharibbon. Upon
her passing in 1990 a group of local citizens formed
a committee to keep the tradition alive and with
the generosity of the community it has continued.

Contributions from the community are necessary
for the party to continue. Donations can be made
to the “Elizabeth Witt Christmas Party” at Citizens
Guaranty Bank. For further information contact Re-
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Friday-Saturday, November 6 & 7
Lady Veterans Connect Sale

Come on over to 11400 Irvine Road, Winchester;
Kentucky, at Trapp, home of Lady Veterans Connect,
to do your Christmas shopping. Friday and Saturday
November 6 & 7, 2020, 8 am. - 3 p.m. We'll have all
new toys, clothing, household items, health and beau-
ty aids, and much more. All proceeds benefit homeless
women veterans.

Salem Baptist is drop-off center

Operation Christmas Shoehox Collection

Salem Baptist Churchlocated at4470 Spout Springs
Road in Irvine will once again be the drop-off center
for this years Operation Christmas Shoebox Collec-
tion. Social distancing will be observed, and mask will
be worn. No one will need to get out of their vehi-
cles. Pull into our parking lot at the designated spots
and someone will come to your vehicle, pray over the
shoeboxes, and carry them inside for you. Collection
dates for this year are as follows:

Monday November 16 5:00-7:00°
Tuesday November 17  11:004"-1:00"" & 5-7°™
Wednesday November 18 5:00-7:00°
Thursday = November 19 5:00-8:00
Friday November 20 5:00-8:00°"
Saturday November 21 9:004%-3:00°M
Sunday November 22 1:00-4:00°
Monday November 23 8:00-10:004"

Ifyou have any questions, please call Danny Barnett
at 606-643-5561 or April Stone at 606-643-6065.

Kentucky Skills U

FREE GED® tests!

Kentucky Skills U is temporarily offering FREE
GED® tests!

$120° savings for first-time test takers

Call 606-723-7323 or email mary.fields@estill.
kyschools.us
Estill County Adult Education Skills U Center
The next GED test in Estill County is
Saturday, November 7, 2020. Be there!

gina Robertson or Francine Bonny.

Kiwanis Christmas ‘Reverse” Parade

The annual Kiwanis Christmas pa-
rade will be held this year but in a dif-
ferent manner. It will be a “Reverse
Parade” on Friday, December 4 from 7
to 9 p.m. Due to Covid-19 the Kiwan-
is Club of Irvine-Ravenna has made
the changes to safely hold the drive
through event. Floats, thatallow spac-
ing, will be stationary and spectators
will drive by thus making it reversed.
The location for the set up will be on
River Drive between Estill Avenue in
[rvine to Ravenna City Park.

“Christmas Blessings” will be
the theme of the parade. All groups,
churches, schools, fire departments,

businesses, and organizations are
invited to participate. Floats will be
judged and eligible for the prize mon-
ey sponsored by Kiwanis. Judging will
be based on the following: level of ef-
fort or difficulty, lighting display, and
overall appearance. Prizes will be: 1st
place - $125, 2nd place - $100, and 3rd
place - $75.

There is not a fee to set up a float.
Please give Larry Stewart a courtesy
call (606 723-4002) before Tuesday,
December 1 to register. For further
information contact Larry or email:
thb@irvineonline.net or contact Ir-
vine/Ravenna Kiwanis is on Facebook.
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The Real McCoy

5191 Richmond Road, Irvine, KY
(606) 723-4844

Find us on Facebook <thereaImccoyantlquevendormarket>
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Community Action Agencies Accepting
Applications for Low-Income Home
Energy Assistance Program

commumty
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PARTNERSHIPS

KENTUCKY

Contact your local Community Action

ontreach office for more info:

Daniel Boone Community Action Agency
Clay | Jackson | Laurel | Rockcastle
606-598-5127

Kentucky River Foothills Development Council
Estill | Clark | Madison | Powell
859-624-2046

LKLP Community Action Council
Leslie | Knott | Letcher | Perry
606-436-8853

Middle Kentucky Community Action Partnership
Lee | Owsley | Breathitt | Wolfe
606-666-2452

JACKSON ENERGY

A Touchstone Energy®
Cooperative

A —

www.jacksonenergy.com & 1-800-262-7480



