
	 Are You Sure You’re Ready?
by Linville Dunaway, Corinth Christian Church

	 Matthew 7:21-22,	“Not every one that saith unto me, 
Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he 
that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven. Many 
will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not proph-
esied in thy name? and in thy name have cast out devils? 
and in thy name done many wonderful works?”	
	 Those	that	the	Lord	was	referring	to	in	this	passage	
thought	without	doubt	that	they	were	ready	to	meet	the	
Lord	and	go	to	heaven.	He	pointed	out	that	they	were	not	
as	ready	as	they	thought.	Do	we	sometimes	let	our	think-
ing	get	in	the	way	of	living	for	the	Lord?	In	2 Kings 5	we	
see	that	Naaman	thought	one	thing	while	the	prophet	
Elijah gave him counsel from God which was very differ-
ent.	Only	when	he	obeyed	the	instructions	from	the	Lord	
was	he	healed.	Our	thoughts	are	often	no	better	than	Naa-
man’s were. We think and try to figure out what we think 
is	acceptable,	but	it	may	not	be	what	the	Lord	wants	us	to	
do.	Isaiah 55:8-9,	“For my thoughts are not your thoughts, 
neither are your ways my ways, saith the LORD. For as the 
heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher 
than your ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts.”	We	

had	better	be	careful	and	never	let	out	thinking	take	the	
place	of	God’s	instruction.
	 The	Lord	Jesus	could	see	that	man	would	put	his	own	
ideas	in	place	of	the	doctrines	of	God.	In	fact	they	were	al-
ready	doing	it	when	he	walked	here	on	earth.	Look	at	how	
they	got	around	the	command	to	honor	and	help	their	
parents.	In	Matthew 15:1-9	Jesus	rebuked	the	Pharisees	
for	their	teaching	on	this.	He	called	them	hypocrites	and	
that	they	worshipped	in	vain	as	they	taught	the	com-
mandments	of	men.	They	worshipped	and	thought	they	
were	close	to	God,	but	the	Lord	said	they	were	in	error.	It	is	
to	be	hoped	that	at	least	some	of	them	accepted	the	truth	
of	what	Jesus	said.	I	hope	they	don’t	wait	until	the	judg-
ment day to find out and to admit that he spoke the truth.
	 Here	in	America	it	would	appear	that	so	many	have	
come	to	the	conclusion	that	if	they	go	to	some	service	on	a	
Sunday	morning	then	they	have	done	some	great	religious	
service	to	God.	What	have	we	done	in	such	a	case?	At	such	
a	service	was	the	Lord	worshipped	in	spirit	and	in	truth	
as	he	said	should	be	done?	Or	was	everything	planned	
out,	practiced,	and	everything	done	according	to	a	precon-
ceived	and	approved	plan?	Did	the	Lord	feel	that	we	had	
a	great	service,	or	did	we	think	that	it	was	great?	Through	
the	years	I	have	heard	so	many	stories	of	ministers	being	
told that they must not say anything that would offend 

people.	Some	that	dared	to	call	something	a	sin	against	
God	have	been	told	to	leave	and	not	to	return.	Yet,	those	
in	control	of	such	a	congregation	would	never	think	that	
they	were	doing	anything	wrong.
	 Didn’t	Jesus	himself	say	that	there	would	be	those	at	
the	judgment	that	would	speak	of	their	works	thinking	
that	they	proved	their	righteousness?	Sure	they	had	good	
works	to	boast	of	and	could	show	that	they	had	religion,	
but	their	hearts	were	not	right	in	the	sight	of	the	Lord.	He	
wants	his	people	to	love	him	and	each	other	and	to	walk	
in	faith	with	God.	If	we	have	anything	to	boast	of	it	is	that	
we	have	such	a	great	savior	who	gave	his	life	for	us.	Let	
us	boast	of	him	and	what	he	has	done	for	us	all.	Salvation	
comes	to	us	through	faith	in	the	Lord	Jesus	and	never	in	
anything	that	we	have	done.
	 Considering	good	works,	think	about	it,	do	we	really	
have	anything	worthy	of	us	boasting	about?	Some	people,	
relatively	few,	have	done	some	impressive	things,	at	least	
impressive	to	men,	but	not	to	God.	Most	of	us	have	done	
little	more	than	go	to	church	and	try	to	live	by	God’s	com-
mands.	Some	people	that	I	have	heard	did	more	boasting	
of	the	bad	things	that	they	didn’t	do.	Good	for	them	if	they	
have	been	able	to	avoid	sins	that	others	have	fallen	into.	
However	good	that	we	have	lived	we	have	nothing	to	brag	
about	when	we	stand	before	God.
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Warren F. Toler
Funeral Home

99 Cedar Grove
www.tolerfuneralhome.com
Phone 723-2183

Inner Beauty
Hair, Nails, Salon & Day Spa
363 Richmond Road, Irvine
Phone 723-0118
Joanna Jernigan
Owner & Master Stylist

Stephanie Isaacs
Master Stylist & Nail Tech
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“For All Your Salon & Spa Needs”

Honchell’s
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Tuxedo Rental Available

West Irvine Plaza
Irvine, Kentucky

Phone 723-7316

St. Elizabeth
Catholic Church
322 5th St., Ravenna, KY

Sunday Mass 9:00 am
Wednesday Mass 6:00 pm
Thursday Mass 6:00 pm

Contact: Father Al Fritsch, S.J.
(606) 723-4705

RAVENNA
Food Mart
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Ravenna, KY
Phone 723-6333

Hardy Oil
Company, Inc.
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Irvine, Kentucky
Phone 723-3664

Emmanuel
Baptist
Church

Now at 106 Tyler Lane
Irvine, Kentucky 40336
Pastor: Sherl Thomas

Services
Sunday School 10:00 am
Sunday Worship 11:00 am
Sunday Evening 6:00 pm

Wednesday Evening 7:00 pm
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September 12, 1999
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Obituary
Line

Phone
723-4242

SAVE-A-LOT
1290 Richmond Road

Irvine, Kentucky
Phone 723-6372

Roadside Mission
Church of God

Welcomes You!
A Bible Teaching Church
Furnace Junction Ravenna, KY 
Sunday School & Morning Worship, 10 am

Sunday Evening Evangelistic Service, 6 pm
Wed. Prayer Meeting & Bible Study, 6 pm

Radio Ministry
Sundays, 2:00 p.m. WSKV 104.9 FMd

Owl Head’s
Grocery & Feed

Phone 723-7473 South Irvine, Ky.
Novelties – Open 7 Days A Week

Donald & Katherine Dixon, Owners

Gum Springs Church of God
Highway 213 (Furnace Junction)

Call 723-4180
Church Services______________

Sunday School 10 am ● Morning Worship 11:15 am
Sunday Night 6 pm ● Wednesday Night 6 pm

CASH IN A DASH
Payday Loans
Buy Gold-Silver
Phone 723-0799
(Irvine, next to Bunt Gross)
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Call for Prayer
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Willie - 606 454-8794
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