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Looking for the perfect turkey? Mayhe the baghoy can help

America’s
Heartland

Roger Alford
RogerAlford1@GMail.Com

[ always enjoy the story about
the lady who was looking through
the frozen turkeys at the grocery
store, hoping to find the perfect
one for her family.

She called the stock boy over
and asked, “Do these turkeys get
any bigger?”

“No, ma’am,” he answered.
“They’re dead.”

By now, you've probably found
the perfect turkey for your family’s
Thanksgiving dinner. And you've
probably given some thought to
everything you have to be thank-
ful for this year. There’s a wonder-
ful hymn that calls for us to count
our blessings and name them one
by one.

When we begin to add up the
great blessings we have received

from the Lord, we realize that he’s
mighty good to us.

One of the things I'm most
thankful for is the church I'm a
part of. What a great blessing it
is to have a place to worship the
true and living God, a place to fel-
lowship with some of the greatest
people on the planet, a place of
peace and hope and love. What a
great blessing it is to be counted
among God’s children.

Sometimes 1 wonder if we
might take for granted just what it
means to be a child of the King.

For me, it was a blessing to
be the son of Jason B. Alford, a
coalminer from the mountains of
southeastern Kentucky. He pro-
vided the things [ needed as I grew
up. And he provided some things
[ didn’t really need, but things he
knew I'd like.

[ was reminded of that in a very
real way long after he'd gone to
heaven. I was looking around in-
side the Kentucky Coal Museum
when I came across a display of
lunchboxes - or lunch buckets,
as we called them - used by min-
ers over the years. There were big
ones, little ones, medium ones,
round ones, square ones and rect-
angular ones. | remember seeing
one just like the one my father
used and it brought back good
memories of him returning home,
tired from a long shift under-
ground.

[ would meet him at his truck

and help him carry his stuff inside,
especially his lunchbox. I did that
because I wanted to see if he had
left anything in there. Amazingly,
[ always found a Moon Pie or a
Honey Bun.

Hungry from the hard labor in
those cramped, dark mines, he
would eat his sandwich, his chips,
his banana. But he never ate that
Moon Pie or Honey Bun. Why? Be-
cause he knew a little boy would
be waiting at home, eager to see
what good thing waited in that
lunchbox.

As a child, I had always thought
that my father had gotten full and
just didn’t have room for his des-
sert. But when I grew up, I real-
ized I could have eaten everything
in that lunchbox and more and
still been hungry. That was cer-
tainly true for my father; too. Yet,
he saved the best, the sweetest
thing he had for me.

You know, that’s the way it
is with our heavenly Father. He
wants us to have the best, the
sweetest thing. And what's better
or sweeter than Jesus.

Asyou count your blessings this
Thanksgiving, I hope you'll take a
moment to thank your Heavenly
Father for giving his only begotten
son to die on the cross so that we
might live.

Roger Alfordis pastor of South
Fork Baptist Church. Reach him
at 502-514-6857 or rogeral-

ford1@gmail.com.
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Mail announcements to The Estill Tribune,

6135 Winchester Road, Irvine, KY 40336
Call (606) 723-5012; Fax to (606) 723-2743;
or E-mail it to <News@ZEstillTribune.Com>

Friday, December 4th - 7-9pm
Christmas Parade

The annual Kiwanis Christmas parade will be held
this year but in a different manner. It will be a “Re-
verse Parade” on Friday, December 4 from 7 to 9 p.m.
Due to Covid-19 the Kiwanis Club of Irvine-Ravenna
has made the changes to safely hold the drive through
event. Floats, that allow spacing, will be stationary
and spectators will drive by thus making it reversed.
The location for the set up will be on River Drive be-
tween Estill Avenue in Irvine to Ravenna City Park.

Saturday, December 5th-10am-1pm

Elizaheth Witt Christmas Party

The tradition will continue again this year for the
40th annual Elizabeth Witt Christmas Party. It will
be held as usual on the first Saturday of December
which is December 5 but there are changes this year
due to the corona virus. It will be held as a “Drive
Through” at the Estill County Fairgrounds with gifts
being given from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. as vehicles drive
through the line. Gifts will be given to the children in
each vehicle. Santa and Mrs. Claus will be present to
greet the children in a social distanced safe manner

Through Saturday, December 12th

Kiwanis Christmas Light Contest

The Irvine-Ravenna Kiwanis Club will be host-

ing a Christmas Light Contest in the cities of Irvine
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and Ravenna from now until Friday December
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11th. This has been a difficult year for everyone

=4 and it is our hope that this contest will bring some
! Christmas cheer to our community. There will be

no cost to enter this contest and no registration to
bother with. All you have to do is get out the lights

and decorations, decorate to the best of your ability

and enjoy the beauty of the Christmas Season. The
categories for awards are “Most Creative’ “Overall

; Appearance” and “Best Use of Lights”

Judging will take place on December 11th and
awards will be distributed on December 12th.
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