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Record keeping may
not be every farmer’s fa-
vorite activity, and proba-
bly not the reason you got
into farming as a career.
With time, patience and
a commitment to get it
done, it can make your fi-
nancial life a lot less wor-
risome.

According to UK Agri-
culture Economist Steve
Isaacs, record keeping
doesn’t have to be stress-
ful. It's a way to discover
things about your farm
that will help you make

Make farm record-keeping a priority

better long-term deci-
sions. You can use a led-
ger book or a comput-
er—whatever helps you
maintain consistency.
Software programs can
make your data more
meaningful.

Software has become
more user-friendly over
time, and while it may not
make the record keeping
process fun, it could help
you see the overall picture
of your operation. Some
programs track purchases
of inputs and how you use
the input on a particular
enterprise or field. You'll
be able to keep track of
repair and maintenance
records for specific farm
equipment and produce
balance sheets, income
statements and cash flow
budgets.

For many livestock
operations, a good time
to start keeping records
is when the veterinarian
comes to check the herd.

Vets usually charge per
head, so that data can
help you develop a list of
animals that need atten-
tion. You can use the same
data to develop health
histories of your animals,
which will lead to more
informed exams and di-
agnosis in the future.

Make record keeping a
team effort for your fam-
ily. Sit down and work on
the records and budget
together. Perhaps one per-
son can read the informa-
tion while another person
types it into the software
program or writes itin the
ledger book. Also, if you
do alittle bit each day and
don'’t save it all up for the
end of the year, you won't
become overwhelmed.

If you've done the work
throughout the year; year-
end procedures can feel
more satisfying. You can
generate year-end re-
ports with a few simple
clicks and not have to sort

through stacks of bills ly-
ing around the home or
office.

The University of Ken-
tucky College of Agricul-
ture, Food and Environ-
ment’s Department of
Agricultural Economics
has several tools online
that could help with bud-
geting and decision mak-
ing. Visit https://agecon.
ca.uky.edu/budgets to see
what is available.

If you prefer to keep re-
cords on paper, we have
the Kentucky Farm Re-
cord Book available and
KY Farm Tax Guides. For
moreinformation, contact
the Estill County Exten-
sion office at 723-4557.

Wishing everyone a
very Happy New Year!

Educational programs of the Coop-
erative Extension Service serve all people
regardless of economic or social status
and will not discriminate on the basis of
race, color, ethnic origin, national ori-
gin, creed, religion, political belief, sex,
sexual orientation, gender identity, gender
expressions, pregnancy, marital status,
genetic information, age, veteran status,
or physical or mental disability.
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Lucky bamboo “looks” like bamboo
; but is actually a different kind of plant
that is native to Africa.
Asian cultures, however, particularly
appreciate this plant, believing that it
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HERE IS A PLEASANT LITTLE GAME that will give you a
message every day. It's a numerical puzzle designed to spell
out your fortune. Count the letters in your first name. If the
number of letters is 6 or more, subtract 4. If the number is less
than 6, add 3. The result is your key number. Start at the up-
per left-hand corner and check one of your key numbers, left
to right. Then read the message the letters under the
checked figures give you.
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‘ CryptoQuip

This is a simple substitution cipher in which each letter used stands
for another. If you think that X equals O, it will equal O throughout
the puzzle. Solution is accomplished by trial and error.

Clue: N equals U

HB PGN XGUD MV M XHZEGX
XMVQFU, H YNFVV PGN’E BHZE

PGNUVFOB GZ LQF GNLVHEF

OGGDHZY HZ.
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" CryptoQuote )

AXYDLBAAXR
is LONGFELLOW
One letter stands for another. In this sample, A is used
for the three L's, X for the two O's, etc. Single letters,
apostrophes, the length and formation of the words are all
hints. Each week the code letters are different.

Winter Mix

Mix together equal portions
of black oil sunflower, hulled
sunflower heart chips, saf-
flower seed and peanuts. Fill
a tube or mesh feeder or toss
on the ground. Soon you will
have tufted titmice, chickadees,
buntings, finches, sparrows,
cardinals, woodpeckers and
nuthatches. Everyone will be
happy!

E-mail: birdingbits@cfl.rr.com
© 2014 King Features Syndicate, Inc.

- brings good luck to the person receiving
the plant as a gift. The tradition goes that
if the lucky bamboo has 3 stems, it will
bring one joy; if it has 5 stems, it brings
good health; if it has 7 stems, it brings
wealth; if it has 8 stems, that person will

WFBXUS DWXTPAOU NFCOI MHY

enjoy a long and prosperous life. - Brenda Weaver
UH NHAO F VFAOUK KWFU

Source: www.nature-and-garden.com
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Extension is taking orders for

Apple and Pear Rootstock

The Estill County Extension office is taking
orders for apple and pear rootstocks. If you
want to propagate a favorite apple or pear,

VXFUXIK. — NXDWFOT TOBXUO
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Call (606) 723-5012
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