
Page 12, The Estill County Tribune, Wednesday, December 16, 2020

Bible Trivia Answers
“Test Your Bible Knowledge,” with 1,206 multiple-choice questions 
by columnist Wilson Casey, is available in bookstores and online.

ANSWERS 1) )Neither; 
2) Shepherds; 3) No mention of 
animals; 4) Jerusalem (Mat 2:1-2); 5) 
Silver; 6) Isaiah
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	 When purchasing 
a cut Christmas tree, 
remember the following 
points: 
	 1) a fresh tree is green, 
although some growers 
may spray dyes on their 
trees to tint them and 
reduce water loss, 
	 2) fresh needles are 
hard to pull from branch-
es, 
	 3) when bent be-
tween your fingers, fresh 
needles do not break, 
	 4) the trunk butt of a 
fresh tree is sticky with 
resin, and 
	 5) when the trunk 
of a tree is bounced on 
the ground, a shower of 
falling needles shows 
that tree is too dry. The 
fresher the tree, the 

longer it will retain its 
needles. The freshest 
trees are locally grown.
	 In order to keep your 
cut Christmas tree look-
ing good longer and de-
crease needle drop, con-
sider the following tips. 
After you get the tree 
home, remove another 1 
or 2 inches of the cut end 
of the stem to allow the 
sap to flow. Place the tree 
in a bucket of warm water 
(the heat will help get the 
sap flowing and open the 
water conducting chan-
nels in the wood) until 
you’re ready to move it 
into the house. Select a 
spot in the home away 
from any heat sources - 
stoves, registers, fireplac-
es, etc. Limit the hours 
that electric lights are lit 
on the tree because each 
light is a hot spot on the 
needles.
	 Keep the cut tree wa-
tered. Use the following 
solution: 1 cup of corn 
syrup and 3 tablespoons 
of liquid bleach added 
to 1 gallon of water (The 
bleach tends to thin out 
the sticky pitch from the 
tree’s water conducting 
channels and allows wa-

ter to get into the tree. 
The corn syrup provides 
the tree with a source of 
simple carbohydrates for 
food.) Continue adding 
the solution to the reser-
voir as long as the tree re-
mains in the house.
	 Looking for local trees? 
A listing of Kentucky 

Christmas tree farms is 
at the website: kychrist-
mastreefarms.com 
 	 Educational programs of the Coop-
erative Extension Service serve all people 
regardless of economic or social status 
and will not discriminate on the basis of 
race, color, ethnic origin, national ori-
gin, creed, religion, political belief, sex, 
sexual orientation, gender identity, gender 
expressions, pregnancy, marital status, 
genetic information, age, veteran status, 
or physical or mental disability.
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	 Mistletoe plants grow in the branches of hard-
wood trees in Kentucky landscapes. We use mistletoe 
for Christmas holiday decorating and the tradition of 
“kissing under the mistletoe” dates back to 16th Cen-
tury England. One species of American mistletoe is 
called Phoradendron serotinum, meaning “tree thief”, 
referring to its parasitic nature. There are many leg-
ends associated with mistletoe and ancient people 
were fascinated with the fact that the mistletoe re-
mains green in winter while its deciduous tree hosts 
lose their leaves.
	 The true or leafy mistletoes (Phoradendron spp.) 
are most frequently associated with hardwoods grow-
ing in the southern two-thirds of the United States, 
generally below 40 degrees latitude. Northward exten-
sion is probably limited by winter cold temperatures. 
In Kentucky, we commonly see mistletoe present on 
ash, cherry, elm, hackberry, hickory, maple, oak, syca-
more, tuliptree, walnut, and many other species. The 
degree of mistletoe parasitism varies over the years. 
Following a cold winter with below-normal tempera-
tures, the mistletoe dies back, but grows back in a few 
years. In mild winters, the parasitic plants flourish. 
	 Mistletoe makes much of its own food, but is still 
a parasite. It sometimes induces galls, swellings or 
witches brooms at the point of attachment. Mistletoe 
seeds are spread by birds which feed on the berries. 
The seeds germinate on young smooth-barked tree 
branches where they germinate and penetrate the 
host. Mistletoe plants will tend to cluster where birds 
have been roosting. Mistletoe plants grow on twigs 
and branches of their host, extracting water, mineral 
elements, and some food from the tree. The osmot-
ic pressure of mistletoe is higher than the host tree; 
therefore the parasite gets the water first and contin-
ues to respire even if the host tree is stressed. 
	 Mistletoes are most harmful to the tree during 
times of stress, and although the degree of damaging 
may be low in the wild, they can harm trees growing 
in the already stressful urban environment. They can 
be controlled by pruning, if needed.
	 For more information, contact the Estill County 
Extension Office at 723-4557. Our office will be closed 
December 21st through January 1st for the holidays. 
We at the Extension office wish you all a very Merry 
Christmas and a joyful New Year!

Under the Mistletoe


