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	 Each winter, Kentucky 
farmers find themselves 
contending with the ef-
fects of mud. Mud can 
cause a multitude of 
problems including weak 
calves, wasted hay, de-
stroyed fields and erosion. 
Creep pens may be a way 
to ensure calves get off to 
a good start and reduce 
the amount and effects of 
mud on your farm.
	 Creep pens allow you 
to designate a space for 
calves to rest and, in some 
cases, get supplemental 

feed and access to clean 
water without having to 
compete with or be in the 
way of adult cattle. These 
pens can improve calf 
health and reduce their 
risk of being trampled by 
adults. UK’s Eden Shale 
Farm in Owen County, 
which is operated by the 
Kentucky Beef Network, 
has had great success us-
ing creep pens for their 
calves.
	 Calves instinctively 
want to rest in dry spaces. 
Oftentimes, this means 
they lay in wasted hay in 
the feeding area, but this 
increases their risk of be-
ing trampled. By install-
ing a creep pen, you are 
allowing only calves to 
have access to one area 
of your farm. These pens 
are created by using creep 
gates, which have small-
er openings. The creep 
area should provide a 
dry, comfortable area for 
calves using bedding or 
grass. Placing a heavy traf-

fic pad at pen entrances 
will cut down on erosion 
and mud. Within the area, 
a producer may want to 
give the calves a place to 
seek shelter and/or sup-
plemental feed. By pro-
viding supplemental feed, 
you also can jump start 
your weaning program.
	 Find a dry, well-drained 
area of your farm to place 
a creep pen. This area 
should be near the calv-
ing area. You can maxi-
mize its use by position-
ing the pen in a location 
where there is access to 
multiple pastures. Ide-
ally, it would be near your 
winter-feeding area, hay 
storage facility and ma-
chinery storage to help re-
duce fuel costs and time. 
Being near the feeding 
area can also help calves 
pair up with their mom 
after they finish eating.
	 To install a creep area, 
you will need gates, fence, 
geotextile fabric, gravel 
and possibly access to 

feeders and waterers. 
You can reduce installa-
tion expenses by using 
materials you have on 
hand and repurposing an 
area of your farm that fits 
creep pen criteria. While 
you still may have some 
upfront costs, the cost of 
losing one calf would pay 
for this project’s imple-
mentation.
	 Additional information, 
including a sample design, 
is in the University of Ken-
tucky Cooperative Exten-
sion Service publication, 
AEN 143, Calf Areas, Pens, 
or Pastures: A Case Study, 
which is available online 
at http://www2.ca.uky.
edu/agcomm/pubs/
AEN/AEN143/AEN143.
pdf or by contacting the 
Estill County Extension 
office at 723-4557.
	 Educational programs of the Coop-
erative Extension Service serve all people 
regardless of economic or social status 
and will not discriminate on the basis of 
race, color, ethnic origin, national ori-
gin, creed, religion, political belief, sex, 
sexual orientation, gender identity, gender 
expressions, pregnancy, marital status, 
genetic information, age, veteran status, 
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Bible Trivia Answers
“Test Your Bible Knowledge,” with 1,206 multiple-choice questions 
by columnist Wilson Casey, is available in bookstores and online.

ANSWERS 1) New; 
2) David; 3) Ephe-
sus; 4) Joshua; 5) 
Isaiah; 6) Gomer
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Order by Friday, March 13th
Extension Service Plant Orders

	 The Estill County Extension Service will take 
orders for strawberry, blackberry, blueberry, rasp-
berry, asparagus, rhubarb, and Candy onion plants 
until March 13th.  Plant delivery will be in early 
April.  If you are interested or have questions, call 
our office at 723-4557 or visit our Facebook page 
by searching for “Estill County KY Cooperative Ex-
tension”.  Plant orders must be prepaid by March 
13th. Call 606-723-4557 for details.

----------------------------------------------------------
Friday, March 13th
Cow-Calf Profitability Conference

	 Madison County Extension Service will host a 
Cow-Calf Profitability Conference Friday, March 
13th, 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Surrounding coun-
ty producers are welcome. A sponsored meal is 
provided so call 859-623-4072 to pre-register by 
March 9th.
	 Cow-Calf Profitability Conferences are one-day, 
intensive seminars focusing on key topics for beef 
producers. Topics covered are 1) cow-calf budget-
ing and key profit drivers; 2) managing overhead 
costs - focus on hay production; 3) hay produc-
tion costs & their Impact on cow-calf profitability; 
4) understanding breeding stock depreciation; 
5) improved winter feeding practices; 6) keys to 
cowherd management; 7) tax management tools, 
strategies, and issues; and 8) profitable stocking 
rates.
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