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Family Owned & Operated for Over 40 Years

You Bend’em ▬ We Mend’em
● Complete Wreck
 Rebuilding
● Specializing in
 Frame Repair
● All Types of Painting
● Complete Glass
 Repair & Replacement
● Air Conditioning
 Service

See Ricky, Bill, Earl, or Todd at

Arthur’s Body Shop
524 Broadway, Irvine ● 723-4391

Monday - Friday, 8am-5pm; Saturday, 8am to Noon

24 Hour Wrecker Service
After Hours: Call Bill (723-3305) or Ricky (723-2773)

HOUSES FOR SALE

Two Houses For Sale. Adjacent at 128 Hood 
Avenue and 130 Hood Avenue in Irvine. Good 
home ownership or investment possibilities.

Call (606) 723-8473

Adult Education
Dear Students and Community Partners: 
We are available to assist our students in Estill and Lee Counties. 
Instructors are available for assistance with paper study materials and online instruction includ-
ing various online/video and messaging platforms. Please contact us for login credentials for 
EdReady, FastForward, GED Testing Service, and or to receive paper study packets. 
Students, watch for and please respond to our text messages, facebook messages, emails, and 
or voice messages.  Please let us know what we can do to help! 
Contact us:

mary.fields@estill.kyschools.us 
mary.fields@lee.kyschools.us rebecca.lee@estill.kyschool.us
606-464-5021 Lee County
606-723-7323 Estill County
1-859-813-4008 *To leave a message.                                                  

R. J. Corman’s Classic Steam Locomotive, “Old Smokey,” has a New Home
	 The	 steam	 engine,	
charmingly	 called	 “Old	
Smokey,”	 is	 being	 do-
nated to the non-profit, 
Kentucky	 Steam	 Heri-
tage	Corporation.	While	
it	 is	 bittersweet	 to	 see	
this	 locomotive	 go	 to	
a	 new	 home,	 R.	 J.	 Cor-
man	 is	 excited	 to	 make	
this	 train	 accessible	 to	
as	many	people	as	pos-
sible	 for	 education	 and	
inspiration.	Old	Smokey	
will	become	part	of	 the	
Kentucky	 Rail	 Heritage	
Center’s	rail	museum	in	
Irvine,	KY.
	 In	 2007,	 the	 steam	
engine’s	 purchase	 was	
initiated	by	R.	J.	Corman	
Railroad	Group	founder,	
the	 late	 Rick	 Corman.	
It	 was	 purchased	 by	
R.	 J.	 	 Corman	 from	 the	
Railroad	 Development	
Corporation	 based	 in	
Pittsburgh	 which	 had	
acquired	 three	 Chinese	
QJ	engines.	The	decision	
to	 purchase	 this	 steam	
engine	 was	 “nostalgic	
in	nature,”	according	to	
Mr.	 Corman,	 “How	 do	
you	know	where	you’re	
going	if	you	don’t	know	
where	you’ve	been?”	One	
of	the	leadership	model	
principles	 that	 the	 R.	 J.	
Corman	company	oper-
ates	on	is	embracing	the	
future	while	building	on	
the	past.
	 Some	have	wondered	
why	 Mr.	 Corman	 chose	
a	 Chinese	 made	 loco-
motive	 over	 an	 Ameri-
can	 made	 engine	 when	
searching	 for	 a	 classic	
piece	 of	 equipment.	 It	
has	been	decades	since	
American	railroads	used	
steam	engines,	but	China	
relatively	 recently	 con-
verted	to	diesel	engines,	
so	 even	 though	 Old	
Smokey	looks	antique	it	
is	anything	but	that.	Old	
Smokey	was	built	in	1986	
and	 was	 hauling	 coal	
and/or	passengers	until	
2005,	 whereas	 Ameri-
can-made	steam	engines	
were	either	in	museums	
or	 scrap	 yards	 during	
that	 timeframe.	 Addi-
tionally,	 although	 the	
steam	 engine	 was	 built	
in	 China	 it	 was	 based	
on	 a	 1920’s	 American	
design.	During	the	pur-
chase,	Mr.	Corman	com-
mented,	“Steam	engines	
aren’t very efficient, but 
they	have	character	and	
people	love	them!”
	 It	 took	 a	 little	 over	
seven	months	to	make	all	
the	purchase	and	trans-
portation	arrangements	
for	 the	 140-ton	 engine	
and	40-ton	tender	car’s	
journey	 from	 Jinzhou,	
China	 to	 the	 Bluegrass	

State	of	Kentucky.	Upon	
its	arrival	at	the	R.	J.	Cor-
man	 Central	 Kentucky	
Lines,	the	train	was	one	
of	 only	 three	 QJ	 class	
steam	locomotives	in	the	
U.S.	It	was	also	one	of	two	
operating	steam	locomo-
tives	in	Kentucky,	and	it	
had	been	50	years	since	
a	steam	engine	operated	
in	Central	Kentucky.	
	 After	being	inspected	
and	spruced	up,	the	2000	
horsepower	engine	made	
its	inaugural	run	on	May	
24,	2008.	Since	then	the	
locomotive	has	been	used	
for	group	tours	and	 for	
operation	during	special	
occasions.	 Old	 Smokey	
has	brought	joy	to	many	
over	 the	 years.	 Donat-
ing	the	locomotive	to	the	
Kentucky	Steam	Heritage	
Corporation	will	ensure	
that	this	priceless	piece	
remains	 as	 a	 symbol	 of	
heritage,	innovation,	and	
progress.	 Old	 Smokey	
will	be	transferred	to	the	
non-profit in early April. 
R.	J.	Corman	will	also	be	
donating	 a	 glass	 struc-
ture	 used	 to	 house	 the	
engine.	
	 “We	 are	 thrilled	 to	
continue	 the	 partner-
ship	that	we	have	formed	
with	 R.	 J.	 Corman,	 and	
these	 recent	 donations	
are	a	welcomed	addition	
to	 our	 project	 in	 Estill	
County.	 Both	 the	 steam	
locomotive	 and	 the	
glass	building	that	once	
housed	it	will	be	key	fea-
tures	 in	our	developing	
community	 campus	 in	
Irvine.	 We	 are	 grateful	
to	Ed	Quinn	and	all	 the	
fantastic	people	in	Nich-
olasville	for	the	support	
of	our	endeavor,	and	we	
look	forward	to	incorpo-
rating	the	legacy	of	Rick	
Corman	and	his	compa-
ny	into	the	Kentucky	Rail	
Heritage	Center.”	-	Chris	
Campbell,	President	Ken-
tucky	 Steam	 Heritage	
Corp.
	 R.	J.	Corman	is	happy	
to	make	this	steam	engine	
accessible	 to	 the	public	
and	thereby	promote	the	
mission	of	the	Kentucky	
Steam	Heritage	Corp	to	
educate,	 entertain	 and	
inspire	past,	current	and	
future	 generations	 by	
operating	 historic	 rail	
equipment.	 “Donating	
Old	Smokey	 is	one	way	
we	can	give	back	to	the	
community	and	continue	
to	 share	 Rick	 Corman’s	
vision	and	legacy.	We	see	
this	as	a	way	to	honor	the	
giving	spirit	Rick	instilled	
in	this	company	from	the	
beginning.”	–	Ed	Quinn,	
R.	 J.	 Corman	 President	
and	CEO


