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Covid-19
worsens
in Estill

Inlessthantwomonths,
Estill County has gone
from no one diagnosed
with the corona virus to
14 positives on Tuesday,
July 28.

Of those 14, Candie Mc-
Maine, interim director of
the Estill County Health
Department, said that five
have recovered.

Estill County was the
next to last Kentucky
county to reporta positive
case for corona virus. The
first victim was reported
on May 30.

The last covid-19 free
county was Robertson
County, Kentucky’s small-
est. It has since reported
at least one positive test
for corona virus.

About two weeks after
the first positive testin Es-
till County, another three
residents tested positive
onJune 10 and 11.

It was over a month be-
fore more positives for co-
rona virus were reported
again. The most cases in
a single day, four;, were re-
ported on July 14.

As of Tuesday, 1131
residents have been
tested with 1101 testing
negative. There were 16
pending results.

McMaine said one of
those who tested positive
was a resident of Madison
County, so that case was
transferred to the health
department there.

Regardless of where a
person is tested for coro-
na virus, a positive case is
counted in the county of
that person’s residence.

The only county adja-
cent to Estill which has
reported fewer positive
cases than Estill is Lee.

Continued on Page 2

Obituaries

Shirley Banks, 62

Donna
Brandenburg, 68

Charles Hom, 57
Jewel Hom, 79
Danisha lsaacs, 33
Martha Rogers, 71
David Templin, 73

See Page 6
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This is the first year selling at the Estill County Farmers Market for Jimmy John-
son and Amanda Taylor (back center). Also pictured are Emory Taylor and Norah
Taylor (front). The local farmers market is open on Fridays from 3:30 p.m. until
6:30 p.m. at the Estill County Fairgrounds.

Overdoses went up
during the lockdown

Numbers decline during reopening

By Melissa Patrick
Kentucky Health News

Apparent overdoses re-
ported by Kentucky hos-
pitals and ambulance ser-
vices shot up in the two
months after Gov. Andy
Beshear declared a state
of emergency because of
the covid-19 pandemic,
and have been on a down-
ward trend since the state
started reopening in mid-
May.

“I don’t want to give
false hope,” Dana Quesin-
berry, research core di-
rector for the Kentucky
Injury Prevention and
Research Center, said as
she explained the data
on hospital emergency
departments’ and emer-
gency medical services’
reports of “overdose en-
counters,” a term KIPRC
uses because overdoses
may be suspected but not
necessarily confirmed.

“We are still at higher
levels than we've ever
been, but the fact that we
are seeing that decline
over the last few weeks is
very important,” Quesin-
berry said. “There is hope
that we are making prog-
ress again, so whatever
triggered the increase is
being managed or miti-
gated in some way.’

She said the data co-
incides with preliminary

reports that also shows
an uptick in overdose
deaths during April and
May. Quesinberry said
official 2020 overdose
death numbers are not
yet available, but “Prelim-
inary data indicates that
we have had increases
in drug overdose deaths
during covid.” For April,
“We are still looking at a
monthly count that ex-
ceeds at least anything in
the prior couple of years,
in amonth total.” She add-
ed later, “We are seeing
increases in May as well”

Quesinberry, an assis-
tant professor for the De-
partment of Health Man-
agement and Policy at the
University of Kentucky,
said researchers will need
to explore what triggered
the peak in overdose en-
counters and then look at
what slowed it down.

“Weknowthattherehas
beenanimpact on the opi-
oid epidemic during covid
and we are working very
hard to understand what
that impact has been,” she
said, adding later, “This
is a time of tremendous
uncertainty driven by the
pandemic. It's important
to understand that it has
consequences beyond the
spread of infectious dis-
ease.”
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Police pursuit
ends w/arrest
of wanted man

Two deputies and an
Irvine officer were in-
volved in a police pursuit
just after midnight on
Wednesday, July 22.

Deputy Brad Smith
said he noticed a red
2006 Pontiac which had
no registration plate exit-
ing Sugar Hollow Road.

Smith said thatthrough
a prior investigation, he
was aware that Douglas
Newman, 32, of Fowler
Road, Irvine may have
been driving the vehicle.
He added there was an
active probation warrant
for Newman'’s arrest.

Smith attempted to
stop the vehicle on Mc-
Kee Road, but he said that
Newman refused to stop
the car.

Smith, Deputy Josh
King and Irvine Officer
Jason Conrad report-
edly engaged in a pursuit
of the vehicle, which at
times got up to 85 miles
per hour. Deputy Smith

said the vehicle passed
three other vehicles on
the road during the pur-
suit.

He added the vehicle
traveled onto Wagersville
Road almost to the Jack-
son County line. Then
it turned left onto a dirt
road until the vehicle be-
came stuck.

Deputy Smith said that
Newman fled on foot but
he was located hiding in
the woods.

Newman was charged
with fleeing and evading,
second degree (motor
vehicle), three counts of
second degree wanton
endangerment, fleeing
and evading (on foot),
second degree, reckless
driving, speeding 26 mph
over limit, and failure of
non-owner to maintain
insurance, first offense.

Officer Conrad served
the warrant from Proba-
tion and Parole on New-

A Honey of A Deall

Kendra Hardy, left, and her mother, Melinda Hardy, sold honey at the
Estill County Farmer’s Market on Friday. (They were almost sold out
when the photo was made). They had both pints and the honey bears
earlier. Melinda said they have 11 or 12 bee hives, and this has been
their first really good year. Last week, Melinda’s husband, Scott, was
called upon to remove a swarm of bees which were inside an old
home. The family has been tending bees for six or seven years. An-
other bee farmer was also selling Estill County honey at the farmer’s
market.
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