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Times
Remembered

Betty A. Young
BYoung505@Outlook.Com

BGAD Stories

Bob and I are both re-
tired from Blue Grass Army
Depot and with a brief few
years of disability. I re-
turned in 1983 and finished
my thirty years in 2008.

The construction of the
Blue Grass Army Depot dis-
placed many families and
people’s graves had to be
moved to other sites. There
were two cemeteries that
had to be re-located with
the black cemetery being
located near Speedwell off
Highway 499. The white
cemetery was re-located
across from the depot’s
front gate off Highway 421
in a field behind this lady’s
house that cared for the
graves until her death.

In the early 70sIworked
at the Machine Shop Office,
Building 214, as a Clerk
-Typist, GS-2. I processed
all administrative records
for approximately thirty
employees who were all
males. During that time |
worked with many of the
guys that had been there
nearly twenty-five or thirty
years already. So they had
heard many stories about
the depot being a scary

place. Some claimed differ-
ent igloos may be haunted,
and graves where bodies
were to be believed still in
the grave, Several employ-
ees encountered weird hap-
penings.

All kinds of tales circu-
lated about accidents on de-
pot. As far as [ know there
were only three people who
actually died or got killed
on the depot. One was a
contractor who was bush
hogging and fell from the
tractor and was killed. An-
other employee was inside
of a semi-trailer preparing
ammunition for shipment
while blocking and bracing
ammunition using a nail
gun. The operator acciden-
tally hit a metal strip on the
floor of trailer and threw
the nail into a box of high
explosives and tragically ex-
ploded and killed the man.
Another employee from Fa-
cility Engineers was electro-
cuted working on a power
line in the early 80s.

But the most talked
about story was concerning
a haunted Igloo in “E” Area.
Itislocated near “F” Area. It
was told that some man had
killed his wife in that area
before the depot was built.

Since Bob was an Am-
munition Surveillance In-
spector, and was required
to check ammunition in
this igloo I asked him why
this particular igloo was so
scary. He said, “The minute
you unlock the igloo door,
a very cold and odd feel-
ing comes over you and it
seems someone is watching
you”. “Also the igloo will not
stay open; it slams shut”. No
one liked to go there alone.

This past week, I de-
cided to do some research
as to what happened years
ago in that area. We knew
a daughter of a truck driver

who worked there in the
40s-50s, who had heard her
father speak the name of the
man who supposingly killed
his wife in that area.

We searched court re-
cords on line and the name
and the year the murder
probably happened and the
name Parkie Denny came
up.

Denny and his wife re-
turned to the vicinity of
Moberly, in Madison County,
in the summer of 1936, after
having lived in Ohio. They
stayed here and there, but
seemed to have their head-
quarters with Ivan Denny,
his brother-in-law and first
cousin.

One night in September,
about half past one o’clock,
he returned there without
his wife, saying that he was
going to meet her and an-
other man and wife in town.
There had been some talk
about Ivan’s daughter going
backto Ohio with Denny and
his wife, so she left with him
that morning. The two alone
went to Ohio. He told the
girl that his wife had gone
to Illinois for a visit with her
half-sister. About five weeks
later the girl returned home
and several days afterward
Denny followed her. In the
meantime he had written
several letters referring to
what he and his wife were
doing and signing some of
the letters with the names
of both.

Meanwhile the de-
capitated and decomposed
body of a woman was dis-
covered in a cane patch a
short distance from a lane.
It was practically nude and
appeared to have been
dragged to the place. Two
days later the head of the
body was found some dis-
tance away on the other
side of the lane. The body

was not then identified.

On October 24, Parkey
Denny began asking family
about the body and asked
if it had been identified. Fi-
nally, he stated that it was
Ethel, his wife. Information
shortly reached the officers.
They went to Ivan Denny’s
home and the Sheriff asked
Mr. Denny about his wife
and he made several con-
tradictory statements. He
told him that his wife was in
the Richmond Cemetery. He
stated the reason he killed
her was that she was too
old for him and they didn't
get along and he thought he
could get by with it.

This was the first admis-
sionofguilt. Theaccusedwas
taken to jail and confessed
to the murder. He confessed
that he killed his wife with a
hammer, dragged her body
to the place it was found and
cut off her head and placed
it to the point where it was
found.

Three doctors testi-
fied that Mr. Denny had the
mentality of a child eight
or twelve years old. But
Dr. Robinson expressed
the opinion that he was of
sound mind and it was de-
cided he knew right from
wrong. He eventually had
four trials; with the last trial
he was sentenced to death
by the electric chair for the
murder of his wife, Ethel
Yates Denny. She is buried
in the Richmond Cemetery.

For complete details see
Denny vs. Commonwealth,
Court of Appeals June 24,
1938.

This murder did happen
on the land what is now the
depot’s “E” area. I imagine
the igloo in “E” area was
pretty scary; after all, this
was a true story and it really
happened.
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You Bend’em = We Mend’em

606.723.4391

24 Hour Wrecker Service
After Hrs: Call Ricky (606) 643-5068 or Todd (606) 975-5072
See Ricky, Todd, Greg or Opie at

Arthur’s Body Shop

524 Broadway, Irvine ¢ 723-4391

Monday - Friday, 8am-5pm

Family Owned & Operated for Over 40 Years

Kiwanis Club Makes
Impact on Community

The Kiwanis Club of Irvine-Raven-
na continues to make an impact on our
community as it has since 1922. Recent
donations given by Kiwanis have been
to the Public Library’s Summer Reading
program, Estill County Food Bank, Estill
County Ministerial Association, Hospice
Care Plus, 6 mowings of the Old Irvine
Cemetery beside Citizens Guaranty Bank,
and to Brooklyn Kelley, recipient of the
2020 Kiwanis Scholarship.

Service is at the heart of every Ki-
wanis Club, no matter where in the 80
nations where Kiwanis Clubs are located.
Members focus on changing the world by
serving children, one child and one com-
munity at a time.

Becky Werner is the current club
president. We invite you to join Kiwanis!

Donate Blood to he
entered in drawing

KBC’s Summer Sweet 16 Will Award
$16,000 to Donors. Donate blood to be
entered to win one of two $500 gift cards
each week. Kentucky Blood Center wants
to infuse donors’ summer with a little
cash, so the nonprofit is giving away two
$500 gift cards each week for a total of
$16,000 awarded through Sept. 18.

Donors can help boost the blood sup-
ply and get entered to win at the Estill
County Community Blood Drive this com-
ing Saturday, August 15 from 9 a.m.-1
p.m. at the Fellowship Hall of First Chris-
tian Church at 270 Main Street, [rvine.

Blood donors must be at least 17-
years-old (16 with parental consent),
weigh at least 110 pounds, be in gen-
eral good health, show a photo L.D.
and meet additional requirements.
Sixteen-year-old donors must have a
signed parental permission slip, found
at kybloodcenter.org.

Summer Cooling Eneragy Assistance
Community Action Agencies Accepting
Applications for Low-Income Home
Energy Assistance Program

cHEAP

Baby

Low-Income Home Energy Assistance Program

Contact your local Community Action

ountreach office for wore info:

Daniel Boone Community Action Agency
Clay | Jackson | Laurel | Rockcastle
606-598-5127

Kentucky River Foothills Development Council
Estill | Clark | Madison | Powell
859-624-2046

LKLP Community Action Council
Leslie | Knott | Letcher | Perry
606-436-8853

Middle Kentucky Community Action Partnership
Lee | Owsley | Breathitt | Wolfe
606-666-2452

JACKSON ENERGY

A Touchstone Energy®

p———

Cooperative

www.jacksonenergy.com & 1-800-262-7480



