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ItIs A Temptation

by Linville Dunaway, Corinth Christian Church

“And let us not be weary in well doing: for in due
season we shall reap, if we faint not,” Galatians 6:9.
Iknow thatwe usually think of temptation as some-
thing which tries to lure us into some sinful pleasure,
or gain. While this is true, there is another temptation
that is just as dangerous to mankind. This temptation
is that where a person is discouraged, hurt, and thinks
that he can not win or see any progress, he is tempted
to give up and quit.

As Paul said in Galatians we should not be weary
in well doing, but he knew that sometimes a person
would be. That is when there seems to be no good to
come out of trying time after time to do that which
is right. It happened to those in the bible and it hap-
pens to us in this day and time as well. Paul and others
preached the gospel and did miracles in the name of
the Lord and was rewarded by being beaten and put
in prison. Some were even tortured and killed for con-
fessing Jesus as Lord.

Today we may try many times to help someone and
get mocked and scorned for our efforts. I have seen it

happen many times through the years at various jobs
and places where I have been. Even some of those who
say that they are believers may let you down or even
join in when you are mocked by the ungodly. It hurts
and a person can get to thinking that it is too much
to deal with. The temptation then is to stop and seek
a more peaceful way. Even the prophet Jeremiah be-
came discouraged and thought of quitting his ministry.
“O LORD, thou hast deceived me, and [ was deceived:
thou art stronger than I, and hast prevailed: [ am in de-
rision daily, every one mocketh me. For since I spake, |
cried out, I cried violence and spoil; because the word
of the LORD was made a reproach unto me, and a deri-
sion, daily. Then I said, I will not make mention of him,
nor speak any more in his name. But his word was
in mine heart as a burning fire shut up in my bones,
and [ was weary with forbearing, and I could not stay;’
Jeremiah 20:7-9. Jeremiah was a prophet, but he was
also a man. He was tired of the abuse and the opposi-
tion of the people that he tried to help.

Even David wanted a time of peace and escape
from the foes who wanted to destroy him. “And I said,
Oh that I had wings like a dove! for then would I fly away,
and be at rest. Lo, then would [ wander far off, and re-
main in the wilderness. Selah. I would hasten my escape

from the windy storm and tempest,” Psalms 55:6-8.
We can't point the finger at them, and the others, and
think that we are better, or stronger;, for we are not.
[ would think that all of us have had times when we
were weary of the struggle and wanted to be at rest.
We can pray and do our best, but we don’t usually see
the results that we might expect. The preacher is no
different from anyone else and even has more pres-
sure to deal with.

It is difficult to watch some who don’t seem to take
their service to the Lord seriously. At almost every
church isn’t there those who come when they take a
notion to come and have no problem going somewhere
else anytime they want to? Paul spoke about the stress
that he had in caring for the church in all the different
locations. He wrote, visited, and taught the Word of
God to them, trying to help them to grow in the Lord.

“Beside those things that are without, that which cometh
upon me daily, the care of all the churches,” 2 Corinthi-
ans 11:28. I don't know if he ever thought of giving up
as he tried to deal with all the problems. [ know that
others down through the years have been so discour-
aged that they have given up. Let us be a helper and
encourage each other as we go along through this life.
The church is a family and that is what a family does.
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