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Tips to pest proof your home for winter| Wishing & welr
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1. Install door sweeps or thresholds at the base
of all exterior doors. Lie on the floor and check for
light leaks under doors. Gaps of one-sixteenth inch
or smaller will allow insects and spiders inside, and
spaces as small as the diameter of the pencil (about
one-fourth inch), are large enough for mice. Pay at-
tention to the door’s bottom corners, as this is often
where rodents and insects enter. Fit garage doors
with a rubber bottom seal. Close gaps under sliding
glass doors by lining the bottom track with a foam
weather stripping that is one-half- to three-fourths-
inch wide.

2. Seal openings where pipes and wires enter the
foundation and siding with mortar, caulk, urethane
expandable foam or copper mesh. These are com-
mon entryways for ants, spiders, wasps, rodents and
other pests.

3. Seal cracks around windows, doors, fascia
boards, etc. Use a good quality silicone or acrylic la-
tex caulk/sealant. Prior to sealing, clean cracks and
remove any peeling caulk to help with adhesion. A
key area to caulk on the inside of basements is along
the top of the foundation wall where the wooden sill

Natural Resources

coons, in particular, are a serious problem throughout
Kentucky. Many chimneys become home to a fam-
ily of raccoons, which are often infested with fleas.

6. Consider applying an exterior insecticide treat-
ment. While sealing openings is the more perma-
nent way to pest proof, it is laborious and sometimes
impractical. You can get the most from your barrier
treatment by applying longer-lasting liquid formu-
lations containing pyrethroids. Treat the base of all
exterior doors, garage and crawl space entrances,
around foundation vents and utility openings, up un-
derneath siding and around the outside perimeter
of the foundation. Be sure to follow all label instruc-
tions. Do not apply indoor insecticides. While these
may control the insects you can see, they are gener-
ally not a long-term solution, because these pests are
coming in from the outside and will continue to do so
until you stop their entrance.

For more information, contact the Estill County of-
fice of the University of Kentucky Cooperative Exten-
sion Service at 723-4557.

Educational programs of the Cooperative Extension Service serve all people re-
gardless of economic or social status and will not discriminate on the basis of race,
color, ethnic origin, national origin, creed, religion, political belief, sex, sexual orienta-
tion, gender identity, gender expressions, pregnancy, marital status, genetic informa-
tion, age, veteran status, or physical or mental disability.
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G Syringa vulgaris is a species
£ of flowering shrub from the
f& olive family, and native to the rocky
hills of the Balkan Peninsula. It was
introduced into northern European
gardens at the end of the 16th
century and into the American
colonies in the 18th century. Its
attractive, sweet-smelling flowers
appear in early summer just before
many other summer flowers
come into bloom.
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Vacation Birds

People often ask me if birds will
come back to their yards if they
stop feeding them when they go
on vacation. First, I tell them
birds are not dependent on us for
food and do quite nicely using
their God-given instincts. And
second, of course they’ll come
back!

E-mail: birdingbits@cfl.rr.com
© 2014 King Features Syndicate, Inc.

- Brenda Weaver

than 6, add 3. The result is your key number. Start at the up-
per left-hand corner and check one of your key numbers, left
to right. Then read the message the letters under the
checked figures give you.
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g CryptoQuip

This is a simple substitution cipher in which each letter used stands
for another. If you think that X equals O, it will equal O throughout
the puzzle. Solution is accomplished by trial and error.

Clue: B equals F

MB HAPOCHXMHZ EHCPAYMHXP
RCHZS PWBO RCMZSP, OTVK PTWAXR

EWPO XMSVXK YCVBVC IWIH-SWHXH.
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" CryptoQuote

AXYDLBAAXR
is LONGFELLOW
One letter stands for another. In this sample, A is used
for the three L's, X for the two O's, etc. Single letters,
apostrophes, the length and formation of the words are all
hints. Each week the code letters are different.

©2020 King Features Synd., Inc.

LJUJZ PJE PSQJ SXDJBJ AL
KATZ VCSPSEK EA XVLSQJNE

KATZ BZJVXN. — RAZSL LJXJR
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Attach, Attack 8. Outlet, Outset
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