
	 Search The Scriptures
by Linville Dunaway, Corinth Christian Church

	 John 5:39, “Search the scriptures; for in them ye 
think ye have eternal life: and they are they which testify 
of me.”
	 Do you know the scriptures, at least to where you 
have a working knowledge of the will of God? There are 
a lot of church going folks who don’t seem to know a lot 
of the bible and of the doctrines that it teaches. I have 
known of those who could not take the bible and show 
a person what the Lord said about being saved. It is not 
enough that we tell someone how to obey the plan of 
salvation as taught by the word of God. We need to show 
them that God said to do it and not that we say it of our-
selves.
	 So often people can talk of technical matters, poli-
tics, money, history, and the all important sports, but can 
hardly talk about the scriptures. It is not that they don’t 
have the ability. It is that they haven’t had the interest 
to learn about it. The ministers are supposed to know it 
and if they have a question we are supposed to tell them 
and save them the trouble of studying it for themselves. 
This is something that is very important and should be 

given a lot of thought.
	 Jesus said to the believers, “Search the scriptures,” 
and He said it to show us all that it is up to us to know 
His word for ourselves. There are so many things that 
no one else can do for us, and if it is to be done we must 
do it ourselves. No one can believe for us and no one can 
learn for us. Could you enter a profession without ever 
having learned the skills and knowledge of that profes-
sion? Would another person who had the skills and the 
qualifications be able to tell you all that you needed for 
you to be able to do the job? If that wouldn’t work, then 
how could anyone be naïve enough to think that he could 
live for the Lord and do his will without knowing what 
his will is?
	 It goes back to the scripture where Jesus said, 
“Where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.” 
(Matt. 6:21.) We do the things that interest us and that 
we take pleasure in. That which doesn’t provide some 
enjoyment, we don’t bother with unless we have too. 
The Lord gave us the word of life, not only to instruct us, 
but to comfort us as well. It is not a burden to read the 
word of God, it is a blessing. Remember he said, “Faith 
cometh by hearing and hearing by the word of God.” Ro-
mans 10:17. It also brings faith and joy when we read 
the great promises of God. Someone said that if some-

one gave you a document that gave you a great sum of 
money, or land, you would eagerly read it to see what 
you had. God gave you His word and tells of forgiveness 
of sins, blessings in this life and eternal life in heaven 
with Him. I have more people tell me various excuses for 
not reading it, than those who talk of reading scripture.
	 Can you explain to someone how to be saved? How 
about living the Christian life and serving the Lord? I 
have seen people who have gone to church for years 
who couldn’t do this. Why? They were intelligent peo-
ple. They just had not given any time, or not much time 
to searching the scriptures. “But sanctify the Lord God 
in your hearts: and be ready always to give an answer to 
every man that asketh you a reason of the hope that is in 
you with meekness and fear,” 1 Peter 3:15. We are going 
to be asked by someone why we live as we do. Why we 
go to church, why we don’t drink, and do a lot of things 
that the unsaved often do. Just saying, “I go to church,” 
doesn’t say enough. We need to tell why we go to church 
and why we don’t do things that conflict with the word 
of God.
	 Jesus didn’t tell us to do anything without a good 
reason. When He said to search the scriptures He knew 
that we couldn’t be an effective witness without know-
ing why we followed Him.
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