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	 A Hard Saying
by Linville Dunaway, Corinth Christian Church 

	 John 6:60, “Many therefore of his disciples, when 
they had heard this, said, This is an hard saying; who can 
hear it?”
	 Jesus said many things during his ministry here on 
earth. Some were sweet words of peace and blessings 
as he invited men to trust in him for salvation and eter-
nal life. He offered counsel to ease a troubled mind, or 
a guilty conscience. At other times he gave hard choices 
for a person to make, choices that called for extreme 
sacrifice and dedication to serve God. His call for wor-
ship was not to just go through the motions of religion, 
but to serve the Lord from the heart, putting him first 
above all others.  
	 Have you ever given much thought to the fact that Je-
sus preached love and dedication to God the Father and 
for doing so he was persecuted and killed? He offended 
many who heard him because he spoke absolute truths 
and didn’t play the game of religion that suited the reli-
gious leaders of his day. They, the religious leaders, took 
pride in works and the form of religion, thinking that 
they were better than anyone else. Even Jesus, the Son 

of God, was looked on as a heretic and a nobody in their 
eyes.
	 Consider their greed and pride. Jesus drove the buy-
ers and the sellers from the temple which didn’t win him 
any friends from the leaders of Israel. He told them that 
they were making the house of God into a den of thieves 
and robbers. I have no doubt that the priests and other 
leaders were getting a percentage of the money made 
in the temple. So when Jesus put a stop, at least tem-
porarily, they were in a rage that he dared to do such 
a thing. They thought that the temple, the law, and all 
else was in their domain, not realizing that this was the 
Son of God that they were dealing with. This was a hard 
saying when he said that it was a den of thieves and rob-
bers and they were not going to bear, or accept it.
	 If the Lord only said things that were easy and didn’t 
require man to change, then what would have been the 
need of his coming? Mankind was lost in sin and headed 
for destruction. That is why God, in his mercy, sent his 
son to redeem man from sin. This took a serious set of 
actions for Jesus and required a serious change in the 
hearts and lives of mankind if they were to be saved. 
We, mankind, did need to change our ways if we were 
to escape the damnation of hell. Man has always wanted 
to rule his own destiny and do as his desires dictated. 

However to go to heaven and to live with the Lord man 
has to change. That is not could, should, might, but has 
to change, as flesh and blood cannot enter the kingdom 
of heaven.
	 Jesus told the rich young ruler that he needed to sell 
what he had and give to the poor and then to come and 
follow him. The man went away sad because this was 
not what he expected to hear and he was not prepared 
to obey such an extreme command. A hard saying? To 
this man this was an impossibly hard saying. To give 
away all his riches and to become poor, depending on 
God to take care of him was not something that he could 
imagine doing. He didn’t have that kind of faith, and I 
wonder how many of us would have it.
	 If Jesus had told him to do some small act of charity 
then he would have had no trouble doing it and would 
have been happy. Jesus knew that this man was trusting 
in his wealth and position as a rich man. Therefore the 
Lord put him to the test to see if he had faith and would 
obey the commands of God. The Lord knows what each 
of us believes and trusts in and his words put us to the 
test with some hard sayings. Will we obey and submit 
to God’s authority or will we do what we want and not 
put ourselves to much trouble? It’s our choice to make 
isn’t it?

Warren F. Toler
Funeral Home

99 Cedar Grove
www.tolerfuneralhome.com
Phone 723-2183

Inner Beauty
Hair, Nails, Salon & Day Spa
363 Richmond Road, Irvine
Phone 723-0118
Joanna Jernigan
Owner & Master Stylist

Stephanie Isaacs
Master Stylist & Nail Tech

Sherry Harrison
Master Stylist

“For All Your Salon & Spa Needs”

Honchell’s
Men’s & Boys’

Clothing & Shoes
Tuxedo Rental Available

West Irvine Plaza
Irvine, Kentucky

Phone 723-7316

St. Elizabeth
Catholic Church
322 5th St., Ravenna, KY

Sunday Mass 9:00 am
Wednesday Mass 6:00 pm
Thursday Mass 6:00 pm

Contact: Father Al Fritsch, S.J.
(606) 723-4705

RAVENNA
Food Mart
314 Main Street

Ravenna, KY
Phone 723-6333

Hardy Oil
Company, Inc.
74 River Drive

Irvine, Kentucky
Phone 723-3664

Emmanuel
Baptist
Church

Now at 106 Tyler Lane
Irvine, Kentucky 40336
Pastor: Sherl Thomas

Services
Sunday School 10:00 am
Sunday Worship 11:00 am
Sunday Evening 6:00 pm

Wednesday Evening 7:00 pm
Established

September 12, 1999

Family
Owned

and
Operated

Obituary
Line

Phone
723-4242

SAVE-A-LOT
1290 Richmond Road

Irvine, Kentucky
Phone 723-6372

Roadside Mission
Church of God

Welcomes You!
A Bible Teaching Church
Furnace Junction Ravenna, KY 
Sunday School & Morning Worship, 10 am

Sunday Evening Evangelistic Service, 6 pm
Wed. Prayer Meeting & Bible Study, 6 pm

Radio Ministry
Sundays, 2:00 p.m. WSKV 104.9 FMd

Owl Head’s
Grocery & Feed

Phone 723-7473 South Irvine, Ky.
Novelties – Open 7 Days A Week

Donald & Katherine Dixon, Owners

Gum Springs Church of God
Highway 213 (Furnace Junction)

Call 723-4180
Church Services______________

Sunday School 10 am ● Morning Worship 11:15 am
Sunday Night 6 pm ● Wednesday Night 6 pm

CASH IN A DASH
Payday Loans
Buy Gold-Silver
Phone 723-0799
(Irvine, next to Bunt Gross)

Advertise
Here!

Call 723-5012
The Estill County Tribune

Lewis-Abner
Home For
Funerals
224 Main
Irvine, KY
723-2151

www.lewisfh.com
Under New

Management

Prayer Circle at
Knowlton
Church

Call for Prayer
Kenny	- 606 723-7451
Kenny	- 606 614-5711

606-614-9340 
Benny	- 859 404-8224
Betty	 - 859 432-0939
Dallas	 - 859 582-9752
Willie	 - 606 454-8794

Advertise
Here!

Call 723-5012
The Estill County Tribune

Advertise
Here!

Call 723-5012
The Estill County Tribune

Advertise
Here!

Call 723-5012
The Estill County Tribune

Advertise
Here!

Call 723-5012
The Estill County Tribune


