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	 Baby Chicks . . . those words jog 
my memory of springtime growing 
up on the farm in the 1950s. The ar-
rival of the fuzzy yellow chicks was a 
high point of the season.
	 As soon as the windy month of 
March came in like a lamb, I knew 
that Dad would be going to Christo-
phers’ Farm Supply to pick up the 
baby chickens, sometimes a hundred 
of them for our brooder house. I was 
so excited when they arrived. Most of 
the time Dad would already be there 

preparing a place for the baby chicks. 
Dad would say, “Be quiet, when you 
open the door. If you make too much 
noise the chicks will run around in 
circles and pile on each other; then 
they will smoother.”
	 I would carefully open the door ac-
cording to Dad’s orders. I remember 
how quiet it was when the door was 
opened . . . the baby chicks would stop 
chirping. They would cluster together 
near the heat lamp for warmth. When 
they realized things were ok, they 
would start chirping again. I loved 
picking the baby chicks up and hold-
ing them close to my face. The yellow 
fuzzy feathers were so soft and deli-
cate.
	 Dad always told me that the first 
six weeks of a chicken’s life were the 
most important. The feed hoppers 
and water containers have to be kept 
clean. We usually fed a mix of cracked 
grains and dry mashes. Quality feed 
and fresh water is very important for 
the growth of new baby chicks.
	 When the day the chicks arrived, 
the brooder house had to be very 
clean and the heat lamps ready. Dad 
placed a retaining ring of cardboard 
to keep the chicks near the lamps. It 

was round with no corners where the 
chicks would not pile up and smooth-
er one another.
 	 Raising chickens was a big under-
taking on the farm and required a lot 
of work from all of us. I became at-
tached to them very quickly. Now the 
sad part . . . when the chicks became 
broilers,   they were slaughtered, 
picked, dressed and packed in ice and 
taken to the Purina Company in Paris 
to sell.
	 We also had roosters and hens that 
we kept for laying eggs. I had the job 
of gathering eggs. It was a major chore 
just trying to gather the eggs from a 
cantankerous old hen that wanted to 
set. I’ve been pecked on the hands a 
many a time gathering eggs. At first 
I was afraid of the old hens, but Dad 
told me, “You have to go in the nest 
with authority, pull her off the nest.” 
I was only five or six years old but I 
soon learned how to get the bluff on 
all the old hens.
	 Along with gathering the eggs 
came the job of getting them ready to 
sell. We would work sorting through 
the eggs, wiping them off, grading 
them, and putting them in egg crates 
to sell to the farm store.

	 Chickens did make work, but it 
was part of our lifestyle on the farm. 
Farm kids always helped their par-
ents with chores; it was expected of 
us, and I never thought of saying I 
didn’t want to help. I also knew better 
. . . I would get in big trouble for say-
ing anything like that to my parents. 
The fond memories of raising baby 
chicks and gathering eggs will always 
be a part of me.
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Assorted
IGA Can
Vegetables
2/$1CANS

3-Lb. Bag
Idaho

Potatoes
$149

Bag

Family Pack
Western 

Style Ribs
$199

Lb.
Red - Gold 

& Gala
Apples

99¢
Lb.

16.9-Oz. 6-Pks
Pepsi

Products
4/$11FOR

MONDAY
JANUARY

11
TUESDAY
JANUARY

12
WEDNESDAY

JANUARY

13
THURSDAY

JANUARY

14
FRIDAY

JANUARY

15

‘From Our Hot Deli’
Homestyle Chili
$399

Each
Broaster “Baked”
Whole Chickens$499

Ea.

Various
Doritos
Chips

2/$5FOR

16-Oz.

Deli Fresh
73% Ground Beef

Fresh
Chicken
Tenders

$199
Lb.

SATURDAY
JANUARY

16
SUNDAY
JANUARY

17

Cauliflower$299
Head

6-Oz. Pkg.
Raspberries
Blueberries
2/$5FOR

Whole
Pork
Butts

99¢
Lb.

12-Ounce
Bacon
Smithfield
$299

Each
“Off the bone” Sliced
Eckrich

Deli Ham
$489

Lb.
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