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Just 
Hunting

by Steve
Brewer

	 Let me start this week’s column by saying that I 
am personally sorry for the grief that has fallen on 
my adoptive county. I still remember the 1957 flood 
when we lost school children in a wreck of a school 

bus  in Floyd County. It is almost impossible to be 
prepared for all the bad things that is thrown at us in 
life. I do what I was taught to do as a kid growing up 
in a coal camp, where things were always on edge. 
Miners killed or injured almost weekly, coal busi-
ness down, and layoffs. I was taught to “Remember 
Job”. After all these years, I still reflect on the man 
from the Bible, whose name was Job. 
	 I am sure a very few people had any flood insur-
ance, and when the waters were rising, I asked my 
wife to check to see if we did. Her answer was, ‘no.’ 
Although we have an eight-thousand alarm system, 
total coverage insurance on our car and truck, and 
a replacement cost policy on our house, we never 
had flood insurance. The water got within two feet 
of our chicken coops, but the guiding hand of Jesus 
would not allow it to get any closer. The people who 
were flooded will rebuild, I am sure, even better and 
bigger than before. 
	 Now to this week’s story. I was sitting in my 
lounge, trying to decide just what to write about this 
week. I was looking at old pictures, jogging even old-
er memories, when on one of my hunting channels, a 

show came on about long range hunting. It took me a 
few years to form an opinion on shooting an animal 
at a thousand yards, but I could not shake what my 
dad taught me, when squirrel hunting. When hunt-
ing together, I saw my dad remove his boots and 
sneak upon squirrels that where cutting, just to get 
a closer shot, although they were well within range 
of his full choke, 30-inch barrel, Browning squirrel 
gun. I asked him once, Dad why do you keep sneak-
ing up on them when you have a good shot. My dad, 
with his smile and pearly white teeth, just looked at 
me and said, “Son, hunting is a game, don’t you think 
we need to let them in on it?” When these long range 
hunting shows first came to television, I would get 
several questions a month. I would always just kick 
the can down the road and say, “If that is what they 
want to do, let them go for it.” Would I ever go for a 
long range hunt? The answer is ‘no,’ because of what 
I was taught as a child growing up. Let us let the ani-
mal we are hunting, get into the game. 
	 You can email Steve Brewer at <Steve@Es-
tillTribune.com> and message is automatically 
forwarded.

Let the animal we are hunting get into the game 

Kentucky Steam
Acquires Historic
Water and Tool Cars 
From Indiana
Transportation
Museum
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	 In a landmark deal, the Kentucky Steam Heritage 
Corporation has acquired a historic water tender 
and accompanying former-Pennsylvania Railroad 
Railway Post Office car from the Indiana Transpor-
tation Museum.
	 Both cars, along with a former-Pennsylvania 
Railroad baggage car, were transported from Indi-
ana to the KSHC property in Irvine, Kentucky, in late 
2018. The cars were part of a package deal when 
ITM was evicted from its longtime home at Forest 
Park in Noblesville, Indiana, a suburb of Indianapo-
lis. The transaction solidifies ownership for all three 
pieces of equipment for Kentucky Steam.
	 Kentucky Steam President Chris Campbell said 
the transaction of the cars from ITM to KSHC helps 
to further the organization’s efforts in the ongoing 
restoration of former-Chesapeake and Ohio steam 
locomotive 2716 to operation.
	 “The water car itself is a valuable addition to the 
eventual operations of C&O 2716 and has historical 
relevance to Eastern Kentucky, particularly the com-
munities of Irvine and Ravenna,” Campbell said. “We 
have been glad to provide a safe haven for it but now, 
we believe its future is even more secure, as are the 
futures for the two Pennsylvania Railroad cars.”
	 In July 2018, various preservation groups scram-
bled to acquire and move equipment from ITM’s For-
est Park museum grounds with days to spare before 
the property was repossessed by the City of Nobles-
ville for redevelopment. The marquee attraction of 
that scramble was the dismantling and subsequent 
movement of 100-year-old steam locomotive Nick-
el Plate Road No. 587. The engine now resides on 
KSHC’s Irvine campus, partially dismantled and in 
safe storage.
	 Kentucky Steam inked a deal to coordinate the 
relocation, storage and eventual restoration of the

 587. During ITM’s move away from Noblesville, 
however, the organization encountered debilitat-
ing financial responsibilities, moving artifacts to a 
potential new home in Logansport, a museum site 
that has not materialized. In the wake, many former 
museum pieces have been sold off to other entities 
or returned to their respective owners. 
	 The water car acquired by KSHC from ITM was 
originally the coal and water tender for L&N locomo-
tive No. 1958, which operated out of Ravenna, Ken-
tucky — one of the two communities encompassing 
KSCO’s campus development — during much of its 
operating life. After the L&N 1958 was scrapped, 
the tender was saved and assigned to maintenance-
of-way service by the railroad. It was later acquired 
by the Southern Railway and converted into a water 
car. Later in its life, it operated as Norfolk Southern’s 
auxiliary tender for famed steam locomotive N&W 
611 before being retired in 1987 and donated to the 
Indiana Transportation Museum where it was used 
again as a water car, this time for Nickel Plate 587 
until 2003 when the engine was taken out of ser-
vice. 
	 Kentucky Steam leased the car in late 2018 and 
moved it from an isolated industrial siding in Arca-
dia, Indiana, with the help of Hulcher Services. The 
car, along with the two ex-Pennsylvania Railroad 
cars, was set on CSX tracks where all three were ex-
tensively rehabbed for transport on the CSX main-
line. The two Pennsy cars were included as consid-
eration in the deal with 587’s restoration estimate. 
	 Kentucky Steam’s official acquisition of the wa-
ter car, baggage and RPO car coincides with a multi-
entity deal that also includes ownership change 
for Nickel Plate 587. The veteran excursion engine, 
which was restored and operated from 1988 until 
2003, has been sold to a private individual who in-

tends to continue the trajectory originally planned 
when the 1918-built Baldwin locomotive was 
moved to Kentucky two years ago.
	 Kentucky Steam President Chris Campbell said 
the deal is an excellent outcome from what could 
have become a very unfortunate situation.
	 “When we moved 587 and the three support 
cars in the summer and fall of 2018, it was a major 
win for railroad preservation as the four pieces 
were saved from legal trouble and potential scrap-
ping,” he said. “This deal ensures the long-term 
safekeeping of these cars, and gives a new sense of 
urgency with the restoration of Nickel Plate 587.”
	 The new owner of 587, who wishes to re-
main anonymous, plans for the engine to remain 
in Ravenna for the foreseeable future. Kentucky 
Steam will work closely with the owner as plans 
materialize for fundraising, and potentially trans-
ferring the locomotive into a newly-formed non-
profit designed specifically for the engine, which 
is listed on the National Register of Historic Plac-
es. In the meantime, Jason Sobczynski, KSHC Chief 
Mechanical Officer and CEO of Irvine Kentucky-
based Next Generation Rail Solutions, will col-
laborate with the owner to develop a mechanical 
plan. 
	 “It’s wonderful to see the future of the 587 
looking brighter than it has in some time,” Sob-
czynski said. “While there is some major repair 
work ahead, it is a rare opportunity to return a 
locomotive to operation which needs what once 
was considered scheduled maintenance.”
	 Updates on the 587 will be limited as logis-
tics are established. For more information, includ-
ing a full roster of Kentucky Steam’s equipment, 
visit www.kentuckysteam.org, or visit Kentucky 
Steam’s social media channels. 


