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Bible Trivia Answers
“Test Your Bible Knowledge,” with 1,206 multiple-choice questions 
by columnist Wilson Casey, is available in bookstores and online.

ANSWERS 1) Old; 2) 
Stringed instruments; 3) Vain 
repetitions; 4) 9; 5) Shushan; 6) 
Gershom
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	 Eastern tent caterpil-
lars have begun to hatch, 
with the first instances 
being seen in Southern 
Kentucky and expected 
in Central Kentucky this 
week and Northern Ken-
tucky a few days to a week 
after that, according to en-
tomologists in the Univer-
sity of Kentucky College of 
Agriculture, Food and En-
vironment.
	 According to Jonathan 
Larson, UK extension en-
tomologist, after spending 
about nine months as eggs 
in masses on twigs of wild 
cherry and related trees, 
the first tiny eastern tent 
caterpillars of the season 
are now leaving their eggs. 
The egg hatch normally 
occurs at forsythia bloom, 
which is just beginning.
	 The larvae are among 
the first insects to become 
active in the spring and 
are well-equipped to cope 
with Kentucky’s erratic 
temperature swings. Ac-
cording to UK’s entomol-
ogy researchers, egg hatch 
occurs over several weeks 
in early spring. This in-
creases the chance for sur-
vival in case of late freezes. 
The caterpillars grow and 
develop when the temper-
ature is above 37 degrees 

F. Their preferred food 
plants are wild cherry, ap-
ple and crabapple, but they 
may appear on hawthorn, 
maple, cherry, peach, pear 
and plum as well.
	 When mature, the 2- to 
2.5-inch long, hairy cat-
erpillars have a habit of 
wandering from their host 
trees to seek protected ar-
eas to spin their cocoons, 
or to seek additional food 
if their natal tree becomes 
defoliated. At such times, 
they may crawl along fence 
lines and into pastures.
	 Consumption of large 
numbers of caterpillars 
by pregnant mares caused 
staggering foal losses in 
the Mare Reproductive 
Loss Syndrome outbreak 
of 1999-2001. MRLS can 
cause early- and late-term 
foal losses or weak foals. 
UK researchers conduct-
ed studies that revealed 
horses will inadvertently 
eat the caterpillars when 
present in pastures and 
feedstuffs. It is the cater-
pillar hairs, specifically 
the cuticles of those hairs 
that embed into the lining 
of the horse’s alimentary 
tract. Once that protective 
barrier is breached, nor-
mal alimentary tract bac-
teria may gain access to 
and reproduce in sites with 
reduced immunity, such 
as the fetus and placenta.
	 If practical, farm man-
agers should move preg-
nant mares from areas 
where wild cherry trees 
are abundant to minimize 
the chance of caterpillar 
exposure. The threat is 
greatest when the mature 
caterpillars leave trees 
and wander to find places 

to pupate and transform 
to the moth stage.
	 Eastern tent caterpillars 
are also a nuisance to peo-
ple living near heavily in-
fested trees. The nests and 
defoliation are unsightly, 
and the caterpillars may 
wander hundreds of yards 
in search of protected sites 
to spin cocoons and pu-
pate.
	 “Managing ETC in small 
ornamental trees, such as 
flowering crabapples, is 
easy. Just wear a pair of 
grocery store plastic bags 
like mittens, climb a step-
ladder, pull out the tents, 
turn the bags inside out to 
‘bag’ the caterpillars and 
stomp them,” said Dan-
iel Potter, UK entomology 
professor. “Pruning out 
nests in ornamental trees 
sounds great, but in real-
ity, by the time they are 
noticed, they’re often in 
branch crotches where 
pruning will compromise 
the symmetry of the tree.
	 “Spraying the flowering 
fruit and decorative trees 
preferred by the caterpil-
lars can be a bee hazard 
– and with some products, 
a label violation – because 
the trees are in bloom 
with bees visiting them at 
the same time eastern tent 
caterpillars are active,” he 
said.
	 According to Potter, 
caterpillar management 
around horse farm pad-
docks comes down to 
keeping pregnant mares 
away from infested trees 
and either removing or not 
planting preferred host 
trees near paddocks. In 
addition to those preven-
tive measures, controlling 

the caterpillars with insec-
ticides may be warranted 
in some settings. That may 
require treating tall trees 
that are difficult to spray.
	 For the latter scenario, 
professional arborists 
treat via trunk injection. 
Products labeled for east-
ern tent caterpillar control 
include Tree-äge (ema-
mectin benzoate), Inject-
A-Cide B (Bidrin), Abacide 
2 (abamectin) and Lepi-
tect (acephate). Applica-
tors should read and fol-
low all label instructions. 
All four of those injectable 
products are labeled for 
use on horse farms.
	 For farms that are inter-
ested in prevention over 
the winter months, Lar-
son recommended farms 
search for and destroy egg 
masses before they hatch. 
“Egg masses can be seen 
over the winter, they look 
like sparkly, pyrite gum 
wrapped around twigs 
and branches,” he said.
	 For more information 
about how to assess trees 
for egg masses, the UK 
Entomology publication, 
Checking Eastern Tent 
Caterpillar Egg Masses, is 
available at https://ento-
mology.ca.uky.edu/ef449 
or contact the Estill Coun-
ty Extension office at 723-
4557.
	 For all horticulture and 
agriculture information 
needs, contact the Estill 
County Extension office at 
723-4557.   
Educational programs of the Cooperative 
Extension Service serve all people regard-
less of economic or social status and will 
not discriminate on the basis of race, color, 
ethnic origin, national origin, creed, reli-
gion, political belief, sex, sexual orienta-
tion, gender identity, gender expressions, 
pregnancy, marital status, genetic infor-
mation, age, veteran status, or physical or 
mental disability.

Eastern Tent Caterpillar Hatch

UK Horticulture Webinar 
Wednesdays Continue

Eric Baker, Estill County Extension
	 The free Horticulture Webinar Wednes-
days continue on Zoom each Wednesday 
at 12:30 p.m. ET/11:30 p.m. CT. University 
of Kentucky extension specialists and hor-
ticulture agents teach the 45- to 60-minute 
sessions, covering a variety of topics that 
will be of interest to those tending large 
or small gardens or landscapes, no matter 
their expertise level. 
	 Topics for April and May include: Us-
ing Native Plants in the Landscape - April 
7, Companion Planting - April 14, How to 
Start a Community Garden - April 21, Com-
mon Vegetable Diseases - April 28, From 
My Head Toma Toes - May 5, Japanese Art 
of Kokedama - May 12, Begonias - May 19, 
and Summer and Fall Lawn Care - May 26. 
	 Those interested in joining the webi-
nars should register for one or more of 
the sessions at https://tinyurl.com/UKY-
HortWebWed21. Last year’s webinars are 
available for viewing at https://kentuck-
yhortnews.com/horticulture-webinar-
wednesdays/season-one/. 


