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Bible Trivia Answers
“Test Your Bible Knowledge,” with 1,206 multiple-choice questions 
by columnist Wilson Casey, is available in bookstores and online.

ANSWERS 1) Old; 2) 700; 3) 
Peter; 4) Stephen; 5) Sister; 6) 
Nahum
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Stickeler’s Answer

Eric Baker
Estill County Extension
Agent for Agriculture & 

Natural Resources
	 As	 you	 rev	 up	 your	
mower’s	 engine	 for	 the	
first time this spring, UK 
Biosystems	 &	 Ag	 Engi-
neering	 extension	 spe-
cialists offer reminders to 
keep you and your family 
safe.	
	 While	 mowing	 your	
grass	 may	 seem	 like	 a	
harmless task, it has its 
own set of hazards. A 
2018 study conducted by 

John	 Hopkins	 research-
ers analyzed emergency 
room visits due to lawn 
mowers accidents from 
the	past	eight	years.	They	
found that 6,394 Ameri-
cans are injured in lawn 
mower accidents each 
year.	Lacerations	are	the	
most	 common	 injuries	
followed by fractures and 
amputations.	People	most	
often injure their hands 
and wrists compared to 
their toes and feet.
	 ● Never	 allow	 extra	
passengers on a riding 
lawn mower. It is a good 
idea to have children and 
pets	 in	 the	 house	 while	
you	are	mowing.
	 ● Understand your 
mower and its safety 
features.	Do	not	start	an	
unfamiliar	 mower	 with-
out first familiarizing 

yourself with it by read-
ing	 the	 owner’s	 manual	
or	having	someone	show	
you	 how	 to	 operate	 it.	
Most	push	mowers	have	
a clutch handle that will 
quickly	 shut	 off	 the	 en-
gine and the blade when 
you take your hands off 
it. Most riding lawn mow-
ers are equipped with a 
kill switch located under 
the seat. This turns off the 
blade and the mower’s en-
gine when the rider leaves 
the seat. Riding mowers 
will	 not	 start	 unless	 the	
operator disengages the 
blade first. Large mowers 
will	have	rollover	protec-
tion	structures	to	prevent	
rollovers.	If	your	mower	
has a seat belt, wear it. 
All	of	these	are	important	
safety	 features	 that	 you	
should not disable.

	 ● Before mowing, 
make sure your yard is 
clear of branches or rocks 
that could become dan-
gerous projectiles if hit by 
a	mower.
	 ● Wear	 the	 proper	
clothing including closed-
toe, non-skid shoes, long-
sleeve shirts and snug 
pants	without	strings	that	
could get caught in the 
mower, eye and ear pro-
tection and a hat to pro-
tect your head from the 
sun. If you have long hair, 
put	it	in	a	ponytail.
 Do not mow in reverse, 
as you may not be able to 
see obstacles behind you.
Educational programs of the Cooperative 
Extension Service serve all people regard-
less of economic or social status and will 
not discriminate on the basis of race, color, 
ethnic origin, national origin, creed, reli-
gion, political belief, sex, sexual orienta-
tion, gender identity, gender expressions, 
pregnancy, marital status, genetic infor-
mation, age, veteran status, or physical or 
mental disability.

Lawn Mower Safety Reminders

UK Horticulture Webinar 
Wednesdays Continue

Eric Baker, Estill County Extension
 The free Horticulture Webinar Wednesdays 
continue on Zoom each Wednesday at 12:30 p.m. 
ET/11:30 p.m. CT. University of Kentucky extension 
specialists and horticulture agents teach the 45- to 
60-minute sessions, covering a variety of topics that 
will be of interest to those tending large or small 
gardens or landscapes, no matter their expertise 
level.	
 Topics for April and May include: Using Native 
Plants in the Landscape - April 7, Companion Plant-
ing - April 14, How to Start a Community Garden 
- April 21, Common Vegetable Diseases - April 28, 
From My Head Toma Toes - May 5, Japanese Art of 
Kokedama - May 12, Begonias - May 19, and Sum-
mer and Fall Lawn Care - May 26. 
 Those interested in joining the webinars should 
register for one or more of the sessions at https://
tinyurl.com/UKYHortWebWed21. Last year’s webi-
nars are available for viewing at https://kentucky-
hortnews.com/horticulture-webinar-wednesdays/
season-one/.	

 by Eric Baker
Estill Extension Agent

 Despite adequate care and man-
agement, animal mortalities occa-
sionally	occur	on	farms.	When	they	
do, Kentucky livestock producers 
have few options to safely dispose 
of	the	carcass.	On-farm	composting	
is a low-cost, effective way to dis-
pose of dead animals without con-
taminating	waterways	or	causing	a	
smelly	nuisance.
 According to Steve Higgins, di-
rector	 of	 environmental	 compli-
ance for the Kentucky Agricultural 
Experiment Station, two materials 
are needed for composting: the 
carcass and a bulking agent. Bulk-
ing agents are things like sawdust, 
wood shavings, and wood mulch. 
These materials provide a source of 
carbon to offset the nitrogen from 
the carcass. They soak up liquid 
produced during decomposition, 
regulate airflow through the pile 
and keep scavengers away. Usually, 
producers will layer 2 feet of bulk-
ing agent on the bottom, the car-
cass and at least another 2 feet of 
the bulking material on top of and 

on the sides of the carcass. A front-
end loader is helpful to transport 
the carcass and bulking agent and 
create	the	pile.
 Ideally, you will have an enclosed 
composting	 facility.	A	roof	keeps	
the pile from getting too wet and 
prevents runoff. Sidewalls or fenc-
es can protect the decomposing 
carcass from scavengers and pests. 
Concrete floors keep compost from 
entering ground water. The size of 
the pile will depend on the type of 
facility size and the type of bulking 
agent and equipment you use. A 
typical	pile	for	a	large	animal	(more	
than 1,000 pounds) should have a 
height of approximately 6 feet.
 Moisture and temperature con-
trol	is	critical	to	proper	compost-
ing. If the material is too wet, it 
could pollute surface or ground 
water. You can check the moisture 
by squeezing material in your hand. 
If it drips, it is too wet. If your palm 
does not get wet when squeezed, 
the material is too dry. Tempera-
tures inside the compost pile need 
to be between 140-160 degrees F. 
You can purchase a long-stemmed 

compost	 thermometer	 to	 make	
sure	the	pile	is	reaching	the	right	
temperature.
 The compost should not emit 
foul odors at any point in the pro-
cess. If it starts to smell bad, then 
something is wrong. You will need 
to	check	the	pile’s	moisture	con-
tent, temperature, airflow, carbon-
to-nitrogen ratio and the amount 
of	material	covering	the	carcass	to	
determine the problem and resolve 
the	issue.
 If done correctly, the carcass 
should decompose within three 
to six months. You can apply the 
compost to cropland as fertilizer or 
reuse	it	to	compost	other	livestock	
mortalities.
	 More	 information	 on	 on-farm	
dead animal composting is avail-
able in the University of Kentucky 
Cooperative Extension Service 
publication ID 166: On-farm com-
posting	 of	 Animal	 Mortalities.	 It	
is available online at https://afs.
ca.uky.edu/files/on-farm_com-
posting_of_animal_mortalities.pdf  
or by contacting the Estill County 
Extension office.

Basics of on-farm animal mortality composting


