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Woe Unto You

by Linville Dunaway, Corinth Christian Church

Amos 5:18, “Woe unto you that desire the day of the
LORD! to what end is it for you? the day of the LORD is
darkness, and not light. “

This verse speaks against the arrogance and pride
of those who fancied themselves to be righteous and
ready to stand before the Lord. How many times has
God shown that he hates the prideful heart of man? No
man is righteous before God and if we think that we're
so good we will be in for a bad shock when standing
before the Lord. Our faith and obedience as we live for
God, by trusting in Jesus is how we become acceptable
unto God.

Reading scripture we can see how those who were
close to God bowed in awe when the Lord appeared,
or sent an angel. Man realized his unworthiness in the
presence of God and even Daniel fainted at the sight. At
our best we come short of the glory of God and with-
out his grace we would have no chance at all of seeing
heaven. We can only be right with God and ready to go
through his wondrous grace and mercy.

We will leave this life and see the Lord when he is
ready for us and not before. He is the master and we that
believe and obey are his servants. It is the master that
decides when his servants come or go, not the servant.
Let us be content to do what we can as long as we can in
his service. To presume that we have done enough, suf-
fered enough, and are ready to meet the Lord is to take
too much on ourselves. That is a dangerous attitude to
have for it points to pride and confidence in self instead
of in the Lord.

While we may desire and look forward to heaven
we know that we will get there at the right time. The
Lord will decide not only when his children are called
home, but who is really his children and ready to walk
with him forever. Remember this, if we want to walk
with him in heaven we have to walk with him here in
this life. We can’t live a life of sin here and expect to go to
heaven.

Consider the Pharisees that opposed Jesus. Do you
think that they would have thought that they were
ready to go to heaven? They thought that they were
closer to God than anybody else. Isaiah 65:5 is said to
be the creed of the Pharisees. It would seem that some
of them, at least, did think that they were better than
other people. To have such an attitude is to have an ar-

rogant way that is against the humble spirit that God
calls for in his people.

Remember when Peter told the Lord that he would
not deny him? Jesus said that he would, along with the
rest of the apostles. Peter said that he would never do
that and would even die for him. He was trusting in him-
self and thought he was ready to do it too. When the
time came he failed for his faith was in the wrong place.
He wept and was ashamed of himself. Those who feel
that they are strong, good, righteous and ready to meet
the Lord are following the footsteps of Peter. The end of
such pride is to fail just as Peter did.

Throughout my life I have heard people say, “Pride
goes before a fall.” It is all through the bible that God
resists the proud, self-righteous people. This was why
God said by the prophet Amos that they would see
darkness rather than light on the Day of the Lord. The
Jews thought that since they were the chosen people
that they had nothing to worry about. They were count-
ing on who they were, not what they were. As they
looked at themselves they thought that being children
of Abraham they were pleasing to God. However the
Lord looked at them and saw a nation that was disobe-
dient and full of pride. Proverbs 16:18 “Pride goeth
before destruction, and an haughty spirit before a fall.”
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