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	 A Difference of Opinion
by Linville Dunaway, Corinth Christian Church	

	 Acts 15:36-40,	“And some days after Paul said unto 
Barnabas, Let us go again and visit our brethren in ev-
ery city where we have preached the word of the Lord, 
and see how they do. And Barnabas determined to take 
with them John, whose surname was Mark. But Paul 
thought not good to take him with them, who departed 
from them from Pamphylia, and went not with them 
to the work. And the contention was so sharp between 
them, that they departed asunder one from the other :
and so Barnabas took Mark, and sailed unto Cyprus;  
And Paul chose Silas, and departed, being recommend-
ed by the brethren unto the grace of God.	“
	 Opinions,	everybody	has	one,	and	in	some	groups	
each one may be different. Usually a discussion is held 
and a plan is made with everyone agreeing with it. At 
other times there may be an argument with no agree-
ment reached. This is sad for often it brings about 
hard feeling and more troubles. We know that even 
among the believers in Jesus, there are times when a 
conflict arises because of a difference of opinions.
 In our scripture we see that even such good men 
as Paul and Barnabas had a difference of opinion. 

Although there was so much that they agreed on, 
the question of Mark going on a journey with them 
sparked a heated debate. Paul said no, but Barnabas 
wanted to take him along even though he had left 
them during an earlier trip. Evidently Paul saw no 
point in taking someone along who had failed them 
before. He was serious about his work and had little 
time for someone who couldn’t be trusted to fulfill his 
duty.
 Barnabas was more patient and thought that Mark 
needed a second chance and encouragement, not re-
jection. It turned out that he was right for while Mark 
left them on his first trip, he became a valued member 
of their team. 2 Timothy 4:11 Only Luke is with me. 
Take Mark, and bring him with thee :for he is profit-
able to me for the ministry. Paul was to see that he 
was wrong about Mark and they became laborers 
together in the Lord’s work.
 There will be times when the best of people will 
have opposing ideas. It will happen at work, at home, 
or even in church. Just because there is a difference 
of opinion doesn’t mean that there will be anger 
and hate. Sometimes we need to take time to think 
about the subject and to consider the other person’s 
thoughts. Our thoughts on a subject are not always 
the best ones.
 Just because someone doesn’t agree with us doesn’t 

mean that they don’t like us. I know that at times 
people take a rejection of their ideas as a personal 
attack on themselves. Maybe it is caused by pride, or 
the person is insecure about himself.
 Consider this for a moment. Paul was a great man, 
a good man who served God with all his energy and 
power. It should go without saying that he was well 
educated and a very intelligent person. Still he was 
not right about everything that came up in his daily 
life. He had such a heated debate with a dear friend, 
Barnabas, over Mark, that he parted ways with him. 
Paul had made the decision to not waste any more 
time with Mark, judging him to be undependable.
 Barnabas thought that Mark would be a great help, 
even though he had failed in his first attempt to min-
ister with them. If Mark had been rejected by Paul 
and Barnabas, there would have been a good worker 
for Jesus who might have given up and never served 
at all. As it was he became a good witness for the 
Lord and even Paul came to value his service in later 
years.
  One thing that I get from this is that no matter how 
passionate we may be about our decisions in a matter, 
we may be wrong. How many of us have failed in our 
lives in some matter, or another? With mercy, love, 
and forgiveness, along with help from God, and man, 
a person can become useful in the Lord’s service.
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