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ANSWERS 1) Neither; 2) 
Angels; 3) Peter; 4) Melchize-
dek; 5) Philip; 6) Lazarus
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	 Tick	season	is	underway	
and	 a	 University	 of	 Ken-
tucky	Extension	entomolo-
gists	remind	Kentuckians	
to	take	precautions	to	pro-
tect	themselves	and	their	
loved	ones	from	tick	bites.
	 In	 tick-prone	 areas,	
check	 yourself,	 children	
and	other	family	members	
every	two	hours,	and	very	
thoroughly	after	returning	
home	from	hikes	and	other	
outdoor	 activities.	 Com-

mon places to find ticks are 
behind	the	knees,	around	
the	waist,	under	arms,	neck	
and	head.
 Several effective precau-
tions	will	reduce	exposure.	
Wear	a	repellent;	products	
containing	20-30%	DEET	
are	particularly	effective.	
A	spray-on	clothing	treat-
ment	 containing	 perme-
thrin	is	good	to	use	when	
in	places	where	ticks	are	
likely	to	be	abundant.	Avoid	
walking	through	tall	grass	
and	 brushy	 areas	 along	
fence	lines	or	adjacent	to	
woods.	Wear	light-colored	
clothing	so	ticks	are	easy	to	
spot.	Check	pets	when	they	
come	in	from	outdoors.
	 The	 lone	 star	 tick	 and	
the	American	dog	tick	are	
the	most	common	species	
found	 in	 the	 state.	 Their	
tick	bites	usually	are	just	an	
itchy	nuisance,	but	these	

ticks	 can	 carry	 diseases.	
Fortunately,	 only	 a	 very	
small	percentage	of	them	
are	infected.	The	adult	fe-
male	lone	star	tick,	which	
has	 a	 white	 spot	 on	 its	
back,	can	carry	erlichiosis.	
Its	saliva,	injected	during	
feeding,	may	cause	some	
people	 to	develop	a	 “red	
meat	allergy,”	a	condition	
diagnosed	more	often	as	
awareness	of	it	increases.	
American	 dog	 ticks,	 red-
dish-brown	with	mottled	
white	 markings	 on	 their	
backs,	have	the	potential	to	
carry	spotted	fever.	In	ad-
dition,	the	blacklegged	tick,	
also	known	as	the	deer	tick,	
is	becoming	more	common	
in	 the	 state	 and	 carries	
Lyme	disease.
	 Prevention	is	the	key	to	
reducing	the	chance	of	be-
ing	bitten	by	a	tick.	Even	
then,	 it	 is	 almost	 inevi-

table	that	some	ticks	will	
get past protective efforts, 
but	prompt	removal	of	at-
tached	 ticks	 reduces	 the	
chance	of	 infection	if	 the	
tick	is	carrying	a	disease.	
Use fine-tipped tweezers 
to	remove	an	attached	tick.	
Grasp	it	as	close	to	the	skin	
as	possible	and	remove	it	
with	a	gentle,	steady	pull.	
Then,	wash	the	bite	area	
and	your	hands.	Apply	an	
antiseptic	to	the	bite	site	to	
protect	the	wound	from	in-
fection.
	 For	 more	 information,	
contact	 the	Estill	County	
Cooperative	Extension	Ser-
vice	at	723-4557.
	 Educational programs of the Coop-
erative Extension Service serve all people 
regardless of economic or social status and 
will not discriminate on the basis of race, 
color, ethnic origin, national origin, creed, 
religion, political belief, sex, sexual orien-
tation, gender identity, gender expressions, 
pregnancy, marital status, genetic infor-
mation, age, veteran status, or physical or 
mental disability.
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Preventing cedar rust 
disease on apple trees
	 With	spring	rain	show-
ers	and	warm	weather	co-
incide,	cedar	rust	galls	will	
develop	on	cedar	and	oth-
er	Juniper	species.		As	galls	
swell,	they	produce	spores	
that	threaten	apple	trees	
and	sometimes	crabapple	
and	hawthorn.		Galls	indi-
cate	that	rust	pathogens	
are	releasing	or	preparing	
to	release	infective	spores.
	 There	 are	 three	 types	
of	cedar	rusts	that	affect	
apple:	 cedar-apple	 rust	
which	 produces	 large	
brown	galls	on	cedar	and	
other	species	of	Juniperus,	
cedar-quince	rust	that	pro-
duces	orange	swellings	on	
twigs	and	fruit,	and	cedar-
hawthorn	rust	that	forms	
galls	similar	to	cedar-ap-
ple	rust,	only	smaller.	All	
three	 fungi	 have	 similar	
life	cycles.
	 Fungicides	 should	 be	
used	as	protectants	to	pre-
vent	rust	pathogens	from	

A cedar rust gall
infecting.		After	symptoms	
develop	on	apple,	it	is	often	
too	late	for	control.		Early	
protection	of	apples,	cra-
bapples,	and	hawthorns	is	
important,	as	most	infec-
tions occur within the first 
30	days	after	bloom.		It	is	
best	to	read	the	product	la-
bels,	as	many	general	pur-
pose	fruit	tree	sprays	may	
not	 control	 rusts.	 Hom-
eowner	fungicides	listing	
rust	control	are	Immunox	
and Mancozeb. Remem-
ber,	read	the	label	for	di-
rections	and	precautions.	


