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A Wicked Counsellor
by Linville Dunaway, Corinth Christian Church

 
	 2 Chronicles 22:,2-4, “Forty and two years old was 
Ahaziah when he began to reign, and he reigned one 
year in Jerusalem. His mother’s name also was Athaliah 
the daughter of Omri. He also walked in the ways of the 
house of Ahab :for his mother was his counsellor to do 
wickedly. Wherefore he did evil in the sight of the LORD 
like the house of Ahab :for they were his counsellors 
after the death of his father to his destruction.”
	 Ahaziah was king at the age of forty two. He was no 
child and in forty two years he should have learned a 
few things. I would think that most of us were much 
younger than that when we had an idea of the differ-
ence between right and wrong. Some might say, “Well, 
he had a bad example, or examples, in his life.” Maybe, 
but that doesn’t mean that he had to follow that path 
in his life.
	 I have known of folks who grew up in a home 
where wickedness was a daily routine, but when they 
grew up and left home they lived a better life. Some 
grow up in a good home with parents who set a good 

example for them. Then that person may go out into 
the world and choose to live a sinful life. Likewise a 
person may grow up in a home with evil put before 
them all of their life, but go out on their own and live 
for the Lord. The point is that we choose our own path 
through life.
	 When we see that people around us try to lead us 
to wickedness we decide whether to follow that, or 
not. It may be co-workers, friends, or even family, but 
we choose to go along with them, or to walk our own 
path. I believe that each person feels within himself 
what is right, or wrong. He may not come out and 
admit it, but we know when we do something that 
is wrong. This is true even if it is just a thought that 
is not right. That is why people don’t say what they 
really think at times, and why they hide some of the 
things that they do.
	 So if we know right from wrong why do we listen to 
those who would steer us onto a path that is sinful. To 
listen to them must be becausel they say something that 
appeals to us. Maybe it is the thought of doing some-
thing that we wanted to do in the first place. Evil always 
tries to make us think that it is going to do something 
for our good. Remember Adam and Eve in the garden? 
Satan make it look like God had kept things from them, 

but he was going to show them how to really live and to 
know just what they were missing.
	 It has been said that an education costs you and 
they found that out first hand. They discovered that 
disobeying God was going to cost them more than 
they wanted to pay. No more would they have the fel-
lowship with God in the garden and the life that they 
had before listening to the deceiver. For listening to 
Satan they would know death, and a hard life just try-
ing to grow food. Those who give evil counsel never 
say that they are going to trick you and try to destroy 
your life. Like the great liar, they sound like they are 
going to help you. All you have to do is to take a few 
shortcuts and leave the path of righteousness. “It’ll be 
easier and better”, or so they say.
	 If anyone had asked Adam and Eve after they were 
driven from the garden, if they would do the same 
thing again, I’m sure they would have said, “There is 
no way that they would do it again.” They didn’t like 
the results of taking advice from the evil one. It is the 
same throughout history. Whenever a person listens 
to an evil advisor trouble is the end result. Be careful 
who, and what, we listen too. Always remember that 
because something sounds good doesn’t mean that it 
will be good.
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