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	 Am I My Brother’s Keeper?
by Linville Dunaway, Corinth Christian Church 
	 Genesis 4:9, “And the LORD said unto Cain, Where 
is Abel thy brother? And he said, I know not: Am I my 
brother’s keeper? “
	 This question was asked by Cain who had killed his 
brother Abel. God asked Cain where his brother was, 
knowing that he had killed him. Cain had no trouble 
lying to the Lord, saying, “I know not, am I my brother’s 
keeper?” He was saying that he was not responsible 
for him or to him. While each person is responsible for 
himself to God, we have some responsibilities to one 
another.
	  Each person will give account of himself unto God 
at the judgment as we find in Romans 14:11-12, For it 
is written, As I live, saith the Lord, every knee shall bow 
to me, and every tongue shall confess to God. So then 
every one of us shall give account of himself to God. 
However we will be responsible for how we treated 
our brother in our life on earth. Our treatment of each 
other can either bring someone closer to the Lord, or 
drive them away from him. It has been said that our 
relationship with the Lord is shown by the way that we 

treat people that we meet. Jesus said in Matthew 25:40, 
“Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye have done it unto 
one of the least of these my brethren, ye have done it 
unto me.” This is important and not to be ignored by 
anyone. We can’t treat people in a bad way and be right 
with God.
	 People have many different thoughts about other 
people. Some look at a person and think that that per-
son is not worth much, or isn’t as good as himself. The 
Lord tells us that we have a responsibility to our neigh-
bor. We are to do them good and not to do that which 
would harm them in any way. Romans 14: 21 It is good 
neither to eat flesh, nor to drink wine, nor any thing 
whereby thy brother stumbleth, or is offended, or is 
made weak.
Our brother will give account of himself as the scripture 
says, but then so will you and I.
	 It is easy to get into the way of saying that each per-
son is accountable for himself and therefore we have 
no responsibility for what he does. While that may be 
true in a sense, what we are accountable for is how we 
treated those who we had contact with. The question at 
the judgment may be, “Did we treat them as we would 
like to be treated, did we shun them, or even drive them 
away?”

	 We can’t believe for someone else, or make deci-
sions for them. That lies with the individual and he will 
make his own decisions, but how you and I treat a per-
son may influence him to decide to trust in God, or to 
reject him. So we have a part to play in the life of those 
we meet and it can be for good or bad.
	 It is a good feeling to see someone place their trust 
in the Lord and confess him and see him obey the plan 
of salvation. This is especially true if you have had a 
part in some way of helping by witnessing, or helping 
in some other way. On the other hand it would be so 
sad to see someone go farther away from God because 
of our actions and words.
 	 While we may not be our brother’s keeper, we should 
be his helper. We are all children of God and we should 
try to help each other as we go along life’s road. Siblings 
in a family are expected to get along and to love one 
another. It is a hurtful thing to the parents when there 
is bad feelings between their children. In the same way 
God wants his children to get along and to help and 
support each other. That does not mean that we will 
agree on everything, or even like everything that our 
brother does. The Lord didn’t like everything that man 
has done, far from it, but still he loved us enough to 
send a Savior to redeem us from sin.
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