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Raves About Kentucky Freshman

Larry Vaught

Others can rave about
Jamal Murray all they want
— and most college basket-
ball analysts are — but the
Kentucky freshman doesn’t
pay attention to that or fore-
casts that he could be a top
five pick in the 2016 NBA
draft.

“It is a lot to have that
said about you, but I have
not earned anything yet. I
just try to stay focused and
make sure this team goes
where it needs to go,” said
Murray.

A lot of where coach
John Calipari’s team goes
this year could depend on
Murray, who reclassified
to the 2015 recruiting class
and signed with Kentucky
during the summer. Calipari
likes the length the 6-5 Mur-
ray has and points out how
large his hands and feet (he
wears a size 17 shoe) are.

“Jamal is a guy you have
got to watch,” Calipari said.
“He is sneaky athletic. You
see his speed and it’s like,
‘Where did he come from?’
His game is just a little dif-
ferent.”

Calipari said he was
overwhelmed when he saw
Murray play with the Cana-
dian Pan-American team.

“At this point Idon’t
even know what his upside
is,” Calipari said. “I could
look at Karl (-Anthony
Towns last year) and knew
where we could take him.
But this kid is just starting
to show me stuff. Where is
this going? The good news
is we have guards who are
positionless. Either Jamal
or Isaiah (Briscoe) can be
on the ball with Tyler (Ulis)
away from the ball and he
can make shots.

“Jamal can guard big
guards. We could switch
off and he could guard a 5
(center), and he wants to
guard him. Ifit is a 7-foot 5,
he will fight. Last year we
switched Tyler on some 5’s
and he did fine because he
would fight.”

Murray’s father proudly
pointed out when he signed
with Kentucky that good
players can adapt and play
any position, something
Murray also believes.

“Yeah, just like coach
Cal says with position-
less offense and position-
less players. I can play one
through five, whatever you
need me on offense or de-
fense. I am always up to the
task or challenge. I can play
my position or let Tyler and
Briscoe play (point) and put
me on the wing,” Murray
said.

“As long as you defend,
you are fine. I know he
(Calipari) stresses defense
a lot and will make sure we
are not allowing easy bas-
kets no matter who is play-
ing.”

Murray’s team in Can-
ada came to three different
venues to play in Kentucky
early last season. However,
at the time the Kentucky
recruiting target at Oran-
geville was 7-footer Thon
Maker, who did not reclas-
sify. Murray emerged as the
season went on and became
asignificant UK target when
it was clear he would reclas-
sify and finished the season
with a bang.

“I did like the games in
Kentucky. The games were
fun and against good com-
petition. We did pretty good,
t0o,” Murray said. “But I

didn’t really pay much at-
tention to the Kentucky fans
then and I am not sure they
paid that much attention to
me.”

He insists nothing dras-
tically changed in his play
from November to April
even though most recruiting
analysts would interject that
he made a huge climb.

“I just was playing in
different system and got to
show my stuff more late in
the year. Just depends on
what position you put me
in and what my role on my
team is,” Murray said. “Re-
classifying was not even on
my mind in December. But
as the year went on, we just
felt the time was right to
go and coming to college
would be a great experience
for me. I just had to make
the decision to go to Ken-
tucky and now I have to get
the job done.”

He feels transferring to
Orangeville Prep last year
helped him get more recruit-
ing looks.

“A lot of coaches saw
me. It came down to expo-
sure and academics, so it re-
ally helped me being there,”
Murray said. “It just took
me a little bit of time to get
everything worked out with
reclassifying. 1had all the
right courses. I had no real
problems. I just had to up-
grade a couple of things.”

Murray was considered
the best play at the Nike
Hoop Summit.

“I have had better games
than that. I still go back and
look at what I could have
done better,” he said. “There
have been many games a lot
better than that. I am never
satisfied. My dad is my
hardest critic and I like that.
Everything he says I just lis-
ten and he has put me in the
best situation and position
possible.”

He followed his impres-
sive all-star play with a
magnificent stint with the
Canadian ~ Pan-American
team during tryouts against
college and NBA players.
Calipari even tried to find
a way to work out his aca-
demic schedule at Kentucky
so he could compete in the
Pan-American Games but
the dates did not work.

“It was fun on the Pan-
American team. A lot of
those guys are strong and the
rules are different and you
have to adjust to the game,”
Murray said. “But I played
the same way and got a lot
of experience. I already had
enough confidence but it did
help me go in there and play
with those guys.”

He got to Kentucky later
than his other teammates,
but says he has been fine in
the Bluegrass.

“I have not left campus. I
am trying to get to know the
buildings where my classes
are,” he laughed and said in
a September interview. “I
have been in and out of the
country for months. I have
taken more planes than tax-
is. It is nice to be here. Just
settle down, get unpacked
and relax.

“I still have plenty of
time to get together with
my teammates. Everybody
just has to work into it. We
are still trying to figure out
strengths on the team. We
will be fine. I have no doubt
about that.”

sk ok ok

Kentucky coach John
Calipari likes athletic, versa-
tile players at every position.
That’s why ESPN national
recruiting director Paul Bi-
ancardi thinks 6-9 Wenyen
Gabriel will fit nicely into
the Kentucky program after
making his verbal commit-
ment to the Wildcats.

He had a dominant sum-
mer on the adidas Gauntlet
averaging 17.4 points and
8.6 rebounds per game.

“He went from No. 84 in
our player rankings to No.
23 over the summer. It’s
the biggest jump for anyone

ever in our class rankings,”
said Biancardi.

A little over a year ago
Gabriel had scholarship of-
fers only from Providence
and home-state New Hamp-
shire. After his summer
play, he picked UK over
Duke and Maryland but had
a bevvy of other offers.

Biancardi noted that
UK’s other 2016 commit-
ment, 6-9 Virginia forward
Sacha Killeya Jones, went
from 57th to 31st. He had
originally committed to Vir-
ginia.

“Both guys really had
great summers and were
rewarded in the rankings,”
Biancardi said.

Biancardi said Gabriel
and Jones will allow Calipa-
ri to get back to more man-
to-man pressing because of
their length and versatility.

“They will be able to
shrink the floor and cover
more ground. John’s teams
are predicated on defense
and they will both fit per-
fectly,” Biancardi said. “On
offense, they are similar in
ways but Gabriel is more of
a power forward/small for-
ward and Sacha is primarily
a power forward. They can
both shoot the 3 and space
the floor. Sacha especially
can be a low post scorer,
t00.”
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One of the first things
many people mention to
Gunnar Hoak when they
found out he is a high school
quarterback is whether Gun-

nar is his real name.

“I don’t know what my
parents were thinking, but
that is my real name,” Gun-
nar Hoak said. “But that is
my real name. I think it has
turned out okay but when
I'meet new people, they
mention that a lot.”

Hoak will bring his quar-
terbacking skills from Ohio
to Kentucky in January as
an early enrollee. He goes to
Dublin Central High School
— about 20 miles outside
Columbus — and liked the
idea of his family only hav-
ing a three-hour drive to
Lexington.

“That was kind of part of
my decision. [ wanted to stay
closer to home,” Hoak said.
“But also really like the
facilities and the improve-
ments they are still going to
make. I knew this would be
a great situation for me, so [
didn’t want anybody else to
get it. [ jumped on the offer
early.”

He didn’t know much
about UK football initially.
He had met quarterback
Patrick Towles and another
Ohio native, freshman tight
end C.J. Conrad, helped
him during the recruiting
process.

“They did not recruit a
quarterback in the class of
2015, so that made my de-
cision easier for me. They
have a commitment from
(Florida quarterback) Mac
Jones in the 2017 class.
Iknow Towles, (Drew)
Barker and (Reese) Phillips
are there now. I am aware of
that but I like the situation.”

He also likes offensive
coordinator Shannon Daw-

son and the offense he runs.

“I love how he gets out
there and throws it around.
I feel I fit in there well,”
Hoak said. “If he (Dawson)
was still at West Virginia,
I probably would be going
there. He is a great guy. Re-
ally knows what he is doing
with the offense.”

If you have a comment, sug-
gestion or criticism, contact me
at larryvau@gmail.com or on
Twitter at @vaughtsviews. The
only thing I have enjoyed more
than covering Kentucky football
and basketball for over 40years
is interacting with UK fans and
[ heard from several of you last
week and hope that continues.
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Freshman guard Jamal Murray took a turn taking
pictures during Kentucky’s recent photo day as
teammate Isaac Humphries watched. Murray says
he can defend any position and also play wherever
coach John Calipari needs him on offense.

(Vicky Graff Photo)
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College (revenue) sports,
have we lost the meaning?

A layer of cynicism has
descended over events orig-
inally intended to buoy the
spirit, steel our arguments
at the Monday Morning
Quarterback Club meeting.
Winning, whatever the cost,
seems to have replaced en-
tertainment ingredients IN
a Game.

Last Saturday — Ala-
bama at Georgia, Arkansas
at Tennessee, and Eastern
Kentucky in Lexington, as
they compare to Western
Kentucky-Rice in Houston.

* In Athens level of ani-
mosity increased as the
Crimson Tide methodically
crushed the home team. At
the end coaches Mark Richt
and Nick Saban virtually
snarled at midfield.

* In Knoxville the Vols
came from ahead and lost
again. A year ago Tennes-
see coach Butch Jones was
heralded as best hire since
General Robert Neyland.
Today the get-outa-town
drums are throbbing.

A Big Orange fan tweet-
ed: “... all you Volunteer
fans who want to fire Butch
Jones, Charlie Strong (un-
der siege at Texas) will
probably be available at the
end of the season.”

*In Lexington, Ken-
tucky’s dramatic come-
back against no-betting-line
Eastern in overtime was
enjoyed by barely half-a-
stadium. Big Blue loyalists,
apparently resigned to an
embarrassing loss, had left
the premises long before
the rally.

* Earlier

Saturday in

Houston, Texas, Western
Kentucky put on a show,
beating Rice 49-10. Was
60 minutes of entertaining
throw-and-catch ~ football
bolstered with improving
Hilltopper defense. Fun
game.

Contrasts between the
game in Houston and win-
ning-is-everything in Ath-
ens, Knoxville and Lexing-
ton were palpable. One was
fun, the others were “this
1s win/lose war!”, affirmed
when all six coaches came
under some level of fire.
Not fun.

Some hail ours as new
era college sports when
all money spent is a good
thing. [ say our sports ap-
petites have morphed from
glorious  fun-on-campus
into a “just win, baby!”
arms race.

The villains ...

* NFL, we know is mon-
ey-driven savagery peopled
by prima donna, look-at-me
narcissists and too much
off-field shenanigans.

* Television. Games are
now wrapped inside thick
coat of commercials and
show time for coach-on-
sideline.

*College.  University
presidents twiddle their
thumbs while directors of
athletics spend.

Tom Jurich at Louisville
and Mitch Barnhart at Ken-
tucky are in first rank of
those who perpetuate the
arms race. A drive for more
and better facilities to lure
more and better gladiators;
more and better plush-and-
posh to endear deep pockets
donors and pals who supply
slap-on-back praise; And,
they negotiate colossal pay
packages for ball coaches,
while nary a press release
to announce a cut in ticket
prices.

All of itis pursuit of more
luxury and more money to
spend on more stuff.

Somewhere in the mix
fans get a notice: “Our
ticket price increase is in
line with other conference
schools.”

* And this hateful exploi-
tation of college basketball
fans: Programs overhauled

Bob Watkins' Sports In Kentucky

While we watch, Fun-on-Saturday grows as profiteering-mad arms race

into NBA Development
League affiliation.

* Meanwhile, student-
athletes today are told their
scholarships are a pittance
... they are plantation hands
who ought protect their
rights, form a union.

And so, entertainment
gotten from college football
and basketball is not what it
used to be. At some point
those who count most in
all this, the fans will decide
“Y’know, I ain’t gettin’ the
bang for my buck with your
show anymore. Think I’ll
stay home and watch tee-
vee.”

KENTUCKY-EASTERN

Kentucky defeated East-
ern Kentucky in overtime.
Best of it ...

v Kentucky (and Boom
Williams), a wake-up call.
And, a bye-week before
Auburn comes to Lexing-
ton October 15.

\ Opportunity IV to up-
grade its SEC image, earn
above-the-fold  headlines
October 16 over Big Blue
Madness preview.

\ For Eastern Kentucky,
OT at Kentucky should fill
seats at Roy Kidd’s House.
Tennessee Tech (2-3) comes
to Richmond.

\ Worst of it. Fans affili-
ated with Eastern and West-
ermn Kentucky deprived of
seeing the Colonels (de-
fense) and Hilltoppers (of-
fense) in what would be a
classic.

LOUISVILLE
SQUARE ONE?

Louisville’s win at North
Carolina State is a step
back toward square one,
preseason hype as Atlantic
Coast contender.

An off week to prepare
its re-start, UofL will watch
unbeaten Florida State fa-
vored at home against Mi-
ami this week. An advan-
tage before preparations for
game in Tallahassee Octo-
ber 17.

BALL COACHES
‘CORNERED’

A pair of Hall of Fame
college coaches were in
(bad) news last week and

by association, John Cali-
pari too.

V Rick Pitino. In lieu of
a former UofL staffer be-
ing the culprit in Katina
Powell’s book, Breaking
Cardinal Rules: Basketball
and the Escort Queen, Da
Coach said he is more than
disheartened and disap-
pointed. “My heart has just
been taken out of my body
and broken.”

Comment. Taken out and
broken? Uh-oh.

NCAA sanctions could
vacate a Final Four and an
NCAA championship and
refund monies earned from
both.

v Larry Brown. Ham-
mered by critics last week
as the NCAA charged SMU
with, among other things,
academic fraud (a staffer
took exams for a player),
Brown has two strikes al-
ready, from stints at UCLA
and Kansas after he had
left.

\ Brown’s and Pitino’s
best options? Maybe a John
Calipari defense — say you
didn’t know anything and
so you’re not responsible. It
worked.

Before Calipari got reli-
gion arriving at Gold Stan-
dard U, his programs at
UMass and Memphis had
Final Four banners taken
down, win records invali-
dated. Two strikes and you
ain’t out.

WORTH REPEAT-
ING DEPT.

\ “Who would have ever
thought Northwestern and
Toledo would be ranked
in the AP Top 25 this week
(while) Texas, Tennessee,
Louisville and Kentucky
are no where near the Top
25 even though they have
multi-million dollar (coach)
staffs,” — Fan in Sturgis,
Kentucky,

TRIBUTE TO YOGI

\ “The future ain’t what
itused to be.” And ...

v “You've got to be
very careful if you don’t
know where you’re going,
because you might not get
there.”

And so it goes.




