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Will Ye Also Go Away?

Linville Dunaway, Corinth Christian Church

John 6:67, “Then said Jesus unto the twelve, Will ye also go
away?”

Jesus asked this question of his apostles. Many of his disciples had
just left him and would not follow him anymore. His word was ask-
ing more of them, than they were willing to give. Like the rich young
ruler they went away, choosing the things of this world over the way
of life. Of the twelve, Judas would ultimately go away as well.

Since then many more have gone their own way, leaving the com-
mands of God to follow their own heart. This is done when people
change what the Lord has said and insert their own traditions in the
place of the word of God. In Matthew 15:9 Jesus said, *“ But in vain
they do worship me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of
men.” They had not gone away from the temple and the ceremonies
of worship, but in their hearts they had gone away from God.

Throughout the scriptures the Lord warned about dry, dead rituals

and assemblies where form and sacrifice was done without thought
or devotion to God. John 4:24, “God is a Spirit: and they that wor-
ship him must worship him in spirit and in truth.” To do less is to
worship in vain according to the Lord.

Preachers have preached about the great falling away, 2 Thessa-
lonians 2:3, and it is happening. The falling away is not just in num-
bers, although that is a big part of it. Many churches have a fraction
of the congregation that they used to have. Some have passed away,
but many have left to go to the big churches where they melt into the
crowd and are not called on to do much. Many have fallen away in
the doctrines of God. They teach that sin is okay and that everybody
does it. Things that offend people are not mentioned and they try to
please the crowd instead of presenting the gospel. Hell is one of the
things that Jesus mentioned the most and yet many preachers don’t
like to talk about it. Preacher, explain to the Lord why you didn’t see
fit to warn the people about such a place. Like it or not there is a hell
and if you go away from the Lord you are headed for it.

It is always sad to see people slipping away from the Lord. It usu-
ally starts with missing a service now and then. As time goes on it

gets to be more frequent until at last that person might stop coming
altogether. Why does it happen? The urge and desire to do things that
are sinful make a person feel uncomfortable. Often if the preacher
keeps on preaching about the sins that are committed a person may
try to find a congregation where their sins are not condemned. While
it is bad to see a person leave church they have made a choice that
no one made for them. If that person would not obey the Lord then
when they heard the scriptures then the heart was growing colder to
the teachings of God.

A person does not have to stop coming to church to fall away
from God. When someone is not interested in the word of God they
become bored with the church. Usually that is when the murmuring
about the “long sermons” start. After awhile all the dissatisfaction
begins to show as the person becomes critical of things in the church.
Unless things are really bad in a congregation, when we are unhappy
the fault, or reason, is usually in us. This is not always easy to recog-
nize, especially in ourselves. If we begin to be unhappy, and not as
interested in the church services as before, let us first take a look at
ourselves. We may have a problem in our own lives.
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