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EKU Students Participate In Service Trip To Louisiana

By ERIKA KHAIR
EKU Communications &
Marketing Student Writer

RICHMOND, Ky. -
Eastern Kentucky Universi-
ty Recreation Club students
recently spent a week mak-
ing Louisiana an even more
beautiful place.

Jacqueline Cantrell and
Brittany Viars, both from Ir-
vine; Dylan Bogard of Els-
mere; Christopher Bundy of
Richmond and Geena Neu-
stat of Lexington travelled
to Grand Isle, Louisiana,
where they worked with
Grand Isle State Park and
the Nature Conservancy on
habitat restoration.

The students raised mon-
ey to go on the trip and ap-
plied for funds through the
Student Government As-
sociation (SGA). “The stu-
dents worked hard to raise
the funds, completed the
SGA application and went
on the trip entirely on their
own accord,” said Dr. Mi-
chael Bradley, assistant pro-
fessor in EKU’s Department
of Recreation and Park Ad-
ministration.

During their time in
Louisiana, the students
helped clean up the Gulf
Coast shoreline by picking

up trash that had been left
behind or washed ashore.
They also picked up trash
at the state park and helped
with trail maintenance by
clearing hiking trails and
the main trails connecting
popular activity sites.

At the Nature Conser-
vancy, students removed in-
vasive plants, repaired and
replaced damaged signs and
fencing and planted over
50 native trees and shrubs.
They helped clear and per-
formed minor maintenance
on the primary hiking trail
on the property as well.
They also did significant
work to natural areas to re-
store necessary habitat for
local wildlife.

On their final day in the
state, students worked on
the local butterfly sanctuary
to improve its appearance
and usability. They removed
invasive plants, trimmed
trees and carried out neces-
sary repairs and cleanup.

“These students are in-
credible,” Bradley said,
praising the group’s work.
“The motivation and dedi-
cation to helping better the
world we live in warrants
much merit. The students
raised the money to go, then

took a week out of their
summer vacations or jobs
to travel to a different state
and volunteer their time to
leave a place better than
they found it.”

By interacting with local
residents and visitors on the
trip, students became more
familiar with issues facing
gulf coast communities.

“The students learned
much about conservation,
ecology and habitat restora-
tion,” Bradley said. “They
also learned much about
visitor use and land man-
agement for visited natural
areas. The discussions about
how the coastal community
was and is affected by inva-
sive species, shrimp indus-
try changes, fishing tourism
and the BP oil spill provided
some insights and learning
experiences as well.”

The week wasn’t all work
and no play. On the way to
Louisiana, they stopped in
Memphis, Tennessee, and
visited cultural hotspots re-
lated to the food, history and
music of the city, including
Central BBQ and Grace-
land. While in Louisiana,
they sampled Cajun food
and visited well-known
sites in New Orleans such

as the French Quarter, Jazz
National Historical Park,
Jackson Square and the riv-
erfront area. On the return
trip, the group stopped in
Birmingham, Alabama, to
learn about the history of
that city.

Faculty and students both
agreed the trip was fun and
beneficial.

“This trip allowed me
to grow as an individual,”
Bogard said. “Service trips
like this allow me to expe-
rience new cultures and ar-
eas, while also being able to
learn about issues facing that
area. Serving in them allows
me to give back and make a
difference in the world. This
service work not only helps
me grow as an individual,
but (it) can help me stand
out when applying for jobs.

“I would recommend that
anyone take part in a service
trip. It is a great way to give
back, travel and meet some
awesome new people.”

Bradley said “itwas a spe-
cial time to bond with stu-
dents and watch them grow
through this experience.
I look forward to similar
experiences in the future.”

See students’ photo on

next page (Page 15)

GED Center Is Open
Yes, the GED center is

open this summer.
Please call 606-723-7323

Kindergarten Registration

Children who are five years old, on or
before October 1, 2015, are eligible to
start Kindergarten in August, 2015. Call
South Irvine P-K Center at 723-4700 to
register your child for kindergarten.
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The Educational Talent Search (ETS) Program at
Eastern Kentucky University sponsored the Sum-
mer College Road Trip to Nashville and Memphis,
July 7-10th. Nineteen high school students took ad-
vantage of this ETS summer opportunity that includ-
ed five colleges. Memphis provided the students the
chance to give back, as their service project was
collecting new stuffed animals for children at the St.
Jude’s Children’s Research Hospital. One hundred
twenty-six stuffed animals were delivered, with Sar-
ah Barnes of Estill County (above) collecting 83.
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West Irvine Intermediate
Monday, August 3

4p.m.-7p.m.

The new school year is right around the corner and we can’t wait to see all of our student’s smiling faces!

You and your family are invited to Back to School Night at West Irvine Intermediate. Students and families
will have the opportunity to meet their new teacher, tour the school, visit the Resource Fair, pick-up their
student’s new drive-thru car tags and enjoy a FREE dinner.

Parents and guardians will also have the opportunity to review West Irvine Intermediate’s Title 1 Parent
Compact and Policy. We value your feedback and input. Your comments will play an active role in your
child’s education at West Irvine Intermediate.

You’re Invited!

ck to School Night

Outwit, Outscore, Outstanding

School Supplies
“  Don't forget the Family
Resource Center can help

L | with Back to School
‘ supplies. Please call
l 606-723-7733 for

. assistance.
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e Complete Wreck
Rebuilding

e Specializing in
Frame Repair
e All Types of Painting

e Complete Glass

A | Repair & Replacement
" | o Air Conditioning

3 Service

24 Hour Wrecker Service

After Hours: Call Bill (723-3305) or Ricky (723-2773)
See Ricky, Bill, Earl, or Todd at

Arthur’s Body Shop

524 Broadway, Irvine ¢ 723-4391
Monday - Friday, 8am-5pm; Saturday, 8am to Noon

Family Owned & Operated for Over 40 Years
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Americans’
Most Valuable

Documents

1. Family photos
2. Social Security card
3. Birth certificate

4. Financial records

8. Kids’ drawings
9, Health records
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Middle School Girls Soccer Practice

Estill County Girls Middle School Soccer practices
are going on now behind Estill Springs Elementary
School from 5:30-7 p.m. on Mondays, Tuesdays and
Thursdays. The first game is Thursday, August 6th,
2015. You must have a recent sports physical for the
2015-2016 school year. Any questions, contact head
coach Stacey McFarland at (859)967-9363 or assistant
coach Sophie Bays at (859)948-4100.

Saturday, August 1st, 11am-2pm
Estill Youth Football Signhups

The Estill County Youth Football League began sign-
ups last weekend and will continue on Saturday, August
Ist, 11-2, and Sunday, August 2nd, 1-3, at McDonald’s
in Irvine. K-2 Flag participation will cost $40.00 and 3-6
Grades will cost $60.00.

Saturday, August 8th, 8am-4’ish pm
Estill Marching Engineers Car Wash

The Estill County High School Marching Engineers
will be having a car wash on Saturday, August 8th from
8-4’ish at Advance Auto Parts. Please make plans to stop
by and have your car washed for a donation. We will also
be selling ESTILL spirit items, Old KY Chocolates, and
Country Meats Jerky.

Cox Ingurance, Inc. |

606-723-4013 | .

407 Richmond Road
Irvine, Kentucky

We Can Help

If You Do

Not Have Insurance Now!

Even If You Have Other Problems
With Your Insurance, Come See Us!

See Us Today! ¢+ Free Consulting ¢ Free Quotes

We Have Several New Companies Now

With Affordable Rates To Fit Your Needs

Cox Insurance Inc.
606-723-4013

407 Richmond Road Irvine, Kentucky




