The Estill County T‘ribune, January 6, 2016, PagLS

Drake Jackson
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Larry Vaught

Woodford County offen-
sive lineman Drake Jackson,
who will play in the Army
All-American Bowl Satur-
day in San Antonio, was a
fan of former UK offensive
coordinator Shannon Daw-
son.

“He was a great guy and
I believed in him,” Jackson
said.

However, he wasn’t
about to change his com-
mitment to Kentucky after
Dawson lost his job. Now
if offensive line coach John
Schlarman had not been re-
tained, it might have at least
made him think a bit about
his decision.

“l committed to Ken-
tucky and not the coaches,
but it would be devastating
to me if Schlarman left for
any reason,” Jackson said.
“It would suck if he went
somewhere else. It’s a nice
bonus to have him still here
and I was always confident
in his job security. He has
had to use a lot of Joker
Phillips’ recruits and has got
guys into the NFL. People
look at sacks, but a lot last
season were coverage sacks.
I think coach Schlarman is
doing a great job and I can-
not wait to play for him.”

Same with new coach of
the offense, Eddie Gran.

“l was confident coach
(Mark) Stoops would make
a good hire,” Jackson said.

He would like to have
played with quarterback
Patrick Towles, a two-year
starter who is transferring to
Boston College.

“I didn’t have a bad reac-
tion to his transfer because
it is best for him,” Jackson
said. “He has a great per-
sonality. He is such a good
all-around guy on and off
the field. He’ll be successful
no matter what. I was look-
ing forward to playing with
him but what is best for him
makes me happy.

“Guys can be good play-
ers but not thriving at one
school and a change of
scenery can be good for
them. There are players that
just need to transfer and
then are great at the new
school. That’s why I am not
disappointed he left because
I know he is doing what he
thinks is best for him.”
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Another Kentucky quar-
terback, Reese Phillips, also
decided to transfer in hopes
of getting more playing time
but he offered support for
Stoops. He got the job af-
ter Joker Phillips was fired
and only a few weeks be-
fore Phillips graduated from
high school and enrolled
at UK early so he could go
through spring practice.

“He’s doing a good job.
He took over a very bad
situation. When 1 first got
there, it was embarrass-
ing. The program has come
a long way under coach
Stoops. The future is bright.
They will get it fixed and
get more guys in that can
play,” Phillips said. “For
me, the 2-10 team and both
5-7 teams had some bright
spots. But now I want to be
on a winning team and com-
pete for a championship just
like coach Stoops wants at
Kentucky.

“I think they can win next
year. The talent is there. It is
a hard situation. It’s a tough
spot. As long as Drew stays
healthy, they will be okay,”
Phillips said. “I think anoth-

er year for the receivers and
line which was really young
overall will help, too. I wish
Kentucky nothing but the
best. I love Kentucky and
always will. But this is just
something [ have to do be-
cause I want to play.”

There was some confu-
sion over whether he would
have two or three years of
eligibility remaining be-
cause of an injury he suf-
fered during the offseason.
However, he was used as
a holder on kicks and that
means he’ll have just two
years left to play.

“I ended up holding, so
that counts as playing and is
crazy to me,” Phillips said.
“l am going to see what
happens but I probably will
not get the year back. It was
really just a miscommu-
nication between me and
coach Stoops. I was upset
that I lost the year when I
found out. I knew I did not
play and was frustrated that
holding cost me a year.”

Phillips denied there was
any unusual inner turmoil
on the team despite his
own misunderstanding with
Stoops. Instead, he said key
injuries hurt the team and
led to ups and downs.

“When we were healthy
we could move the ball.
There was no dissension in
the locker room. People get
frustrated. There will always
be arguments. That is what
football is about,” Phillips
said. “That is part of the
brotherhood. You are never
going to be happy with los-
ing. Some teams can over-
come that and some can’t.
But there was not a divide.
It was just frustrating that
we lost.”
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What are Kentucky bas-
ketball fans going to see
next year when 6-10 Edrice
“Bam” Adebayo joins John
Calipari’s team?

“He is a freight train
coming down the lan. He is
a power finisher,” said High
Point Christian Academy
(N.C.) coach Brandon Clif-
ford said. “He will not back
you down and shoot jump
hooks. What Calipari sees is
a high post player who can
get the ball in the middle of
the floor and face the bas-
ket. If he puts the ball on the
floor, it’s hard to stop him
from getting to the rim or if
you do help off, he can pass
to shooters. That is where he
shines. He has a good look-
ing stroke (shot). He’s never
had the green light to shoot
the 3 ball, but we are go-
ing to let him because that’s
what he needs for the future
because he’ll be a 4 (power
forward) who can play in-
side out at the next level.”

Adebayo is ranked as
the nation’s No. 6 overall
recruit by ESPN. Last sea-
son at Northside High in Pi-
netown, Adebayo averaged
32.2 points and 21 rebounds
per game. Last summer he
led a U.S. select team in
scoring (11.3) at the 2015
adidas EuroCamp in Trevi-
so, Italy.

The 6-10 Adebayo trans-
fered to High Point in Au-
gust. The team has nine
Division Irecruits, includ-
ing Boston College commit
Ty Graves. He’s averaging
about 18 points and 14 re-
bounds per game this sea-
son. He’s also shooting 60
percent from the field.

“They kind of grew up
together and he (Graves)
decided to come to our
school. I met with Bam in
the spring. We developed a
relationship and he saw it as
a great fit,” Clifford said.

It’s hard to imagine a
school in high school or col-
lege where Adebayo would
not fit.

“He dunks so hard that
rims go up (rather than
break). It won’t surprise me
if a breaks a rim or two this
year,” Clifford said. “He is a
powerful kid and is only go-
ing to get bigger and stron-

Drake Jackson, ri

ight, will play in the Army All-Ameri-

can Game in San Antonio Saturday while his young-
er brother, Dane, will play in the middle school game.
Jackson, a UK commit, is glad offensive line coach
John Schlarman is back at Kentucky.

ger. He is 260 (pounds) and
can carry more weight. He
has a LeBron James-type
body.

“He is a freak in the
weight room. He has so
much natural strength and
then he works so hard. He’s
only going to get more ex-
plosive and more skilled.
His best days are ahead of
him and Kentucky is going
to be really happy they got
him.”

Paul Biancardi, ESPN na-
tional recruiting director,
says he could eventually see
Adebayo as a high lottery
pick in the NBA draft.

“Once Bam gets com-
fortable next year and some
games under his belt, he
will be an impact player,”
Biancardi said. “He will be
better than any frontcourt
player Kentucky has had in
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a while.

“Bam plays hard every
possession. He runs the
floor no matter if he gets the
ball or not. He’s on the glass
every shot. On offense, he
has a lot better skils than he
gets credit for. He will score
in the post, on dump downs,
on run-outs, on boards. He
is so strong and powerful.
He is really, really good.”

Adebayo is having a ter-
rific season and Clifford
says he is showing he was
wrongly tagged as a “back
to basket pound on the
block guy” simply because
he is such a strong finisher
at the rim.

“He is more comfort-
able facing basket. He is re-
ally good with the ball in his
hands at 15 feet where he is
able to face up and see what
defense is doing and make

reads. He is a great passer.
If you double team him, he
finds shooters. If he is not
doubled, he will score or get
fouled because he is so ex-
plosive.

“He is a very good play-
maker. One of his biggest
strengths is just getting the
ball off the rim and just go-
ing himself. He does not
plod up the floor. When he
gets it and pushes the ball
like he can, he reminds me
of LeBron James with the
way he is so athletic and
shifty. He can get to the
rim and there’s nothing a
high school player can do.
No, he’s not LeBron, but he
could be one day. That’s the
type body he has. He can
drive and is willing to pitch
the ball to open guys. He
just makes everybody bet-
ter.

“He wants to play this
game for a long time. He
knows he can’t be a bruiser
only and make it at the high-
est level. We like to move
him around. He’s a very
underrated ballhandler and
I still say he’s so explosive
that there is nobody in the
country that can stop him.”

Clifford said the “big
stage” at Kentucky and sac-
rifice required because of
the talented teammates is a
perfect for Adebayo.

“Bam wants to be a pro.
If he goes to another school
there would have been pres-
sure dominate every night
but at Kentucky he does not
need to do that,” Clifford
said. “He can be his normal,
unselfish self. Then every
game is a TV game, so there
is no problem getting NBA
scouts to games.”

The coach says Adebayo
is a humble youngster who
will be a “treat” for Ken-

tucky fans.

“He is very motivated.
He knows what he is trying
to accomplish. He wants to
take care of his mother one
day. She has done a phe-
nomenal job keeping him
grounder. He never acts
like a superstar,” Clifford
said. “We get along great. |
could not mesh with a guy
who wants to be the super-
star. He’s just a normal kid
with great athleticism. He is
a stud. He turned 18 in July
and weighs 260 with eight
percent body fat. He does
a lot for us that people on
the national circuit did not
see. Cal sees that upside. He
wants to punish the rim, and
Cal likes that.

“He’s just a great team-
mate and is happy when we
win. That’s why he can go
to place like Kentucky with
other superstars and be fine.
He can play with other su-
perstars and just go about
his business. He’s a great
teammate with a great smile.
He’s not a prima dona. He’s
a perfect fit for Kentucky.
Bam wants to win and if
he does that and works, he
knows individual stuff will
take care of itself. Cal sees
that and sees a kid with the
potential to be a No. 1 pick
in the NBA draft that is so
humble. He’s just a good-
hearted kid, got a great smile
and plays his tail oftf.”

Clifford said students,
teachers and office workers
constantly praise Adebayo.

“He is everybody’s best
friend. We have had great
athletes here before, but
nothing like him. Talk to the
front desk lady or random
people at our school and
they will all tell you he is
just an awesome kid,” Clif-
ford said.
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New year, new fat
chance(s) and freedom to
seize reasons to say: Amer-
ica. I love this place!

This week, reflections
from 2015 and might-see in
the new year.

From the top ...

1. Pope Francis issuance
of 10 resolutions for 2016
included these nuggets: Be-
friend those who disagree.
Make time for others. Fin-
ish your meals. Be happy.

2. Emma Talley all
grown up. Time doth fly.
The Princeton, Kentucky
native and three-time state
champion golfer through
2012, is defending NCAA
champion a college senior
at Alabama who, on March
24, will be 22. Talley is an
All-American athlete and
academic  All-American
too.

3. Didja See That! Dept.
Ten SEC teams played in
bowl games. Record: 8-2,
seven were smash wins.
Still  ahead, Alabama-
Clemson. Losses: Florida
to Michigan, Texas A&M
to Louisville.

4. University of Ken-
tucky football. With dates
at Florida, Alabama, Ten-
nessee and Louisville, and
bowl game winners Geor-
gia and Mississippi State
coming to Lexington, hard
to be an optimist. UK pro-
motions platoon face a Big
Blue Madness sized task.

5. University of Lou-
isville football. If Lamar
Jackson maintains his hel-

met-size and completes
a pass now-and-then, the
Cardinals will be ACC title
favorites and Final Four
prospect.

6. Try to remember:
“Nothing is a waste of time
if one uses the experience
wisely.” (Rodin)

7. Five weeks. Major
League pitchers and catch-
ers report to spring train-
ing.

8. Pete Rose. Isn’t going
to happen in this life. Move
on.

Will it happen in 2016 ...

9. With Brandon Dough-
ty gone and offensive coor-
dinator too, how dramatic
will WKU football style
change be in 20167 East-
ern Kentucky and West-
ern Kentucky announce a
home-and-home football
series.

10. Announcement
— Kentucky and Indiana re-
new border rivalries — bas-
ketball and football.

11. Dr. Orlando ‘Tubby’
Smith honored at Rupp
Arena with banner hoisted
into rafters.

12. How creative will
NBA Sacramento Kings,
Brooklyn Nets (and others)
be trying to hire John Cali-
pari?

13. Favorites in 2015.
Mr. Basketball 2008 and
college graduate Darius
Miller plays for Brose Bas-
kets of the Bundesliga in
Bamberg, Germany. Salary
was $65,739-a-month in
2014, or $788,872-a-year.
Maysville native is listed at
6-8, 225 and starts at small
forward.

14. Skal Labissiere. I will
learn to spell and pronounce
his name without having to
look it up if word comes he
will be here beyond April.

15. Next really special
thing in basketball, Ben
Simmons.

16. Rick Pitino. His re-
sponse to a knot of knuck-
leheads after Kentucky de-
feated Louisville reflects, 1
think, the hurt Pitino feels,
knowing his role in the star-
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A Pope’s advice and All-American (all-grown-up) Talley, makes 2016 full of promise

ry nights and joy-filled ride
to Big Blue reformation are
forgotten. Pitino’s UK’s
NCAA title won under Pi-
tino was 20 years ago.

17. Kentucky fans. An
extraordinary devotion
to Pitino (1989-1997),
matched only by Dook-
ies and Mike Krzyzewski,
ended in abandonment. Pi-
tino discounts hurt caused
when a swollen ego moved
him to dump Kentucky, be-
lieving it was his duty (and
genius) to save the Celtics.

18. Coach carousel ...
John Pelphrey and Darrin
Horn should be ready for a
head coach job in 2016..

19. Travis Ford may be
moving on from Oklahoma
State.

20. Next native son
hoops All-American in
Kentucky? Might be Mt.
Washington’s Rusty Trout-
man at Bellarmine.

21. Readers wrote ...

E-mails from fans were
uh brusque, colorful, hate-
ful, personal and ranged
from concerns for my
health to “thought you were
spot on.”

Excerpts from a few fa-
vorites ...

\ ... other day I was try-
ing to think of a favorite UK
player from the last eight
years. For the life of me,
only name I could think of
was Anthony Davis.”

\ “Your obvious hatred
for UK basketball and John
Calipari must keep your
blood pressure near the
danger zone! ... (it) may
be time for you to get some
professional help.”

\ «... with your attitude
toward UK pro wrestling or
boxing (would) better suit
your acerbic talents. You
certainly should not be deal-
ing with young people.”

“... another reason to
not like Calipari. He can’t
coach a lick in a big game.
How many championships
would several coaches in
this country have won at
UK with all that talent. Only
one and he almost blew

it. At Memphis, it was the
same. He blew that game,
even if (NCAA) wouldn’t
have counted it.”

\ “I was raised in a house
full of basketball talk. My
dad would turn the game
on (teevee) with volume
off, radio (volume) turned
up, and listen to Cawood
Ledford. Dad said Cawood
would tell it like it was. No
bull. If Kentucky was play-
ing bad he said so. I miss
those days.”

< One-and-done at Ken-
tucky, “Developing basket-
ball skills is not the only
thing coaches of all levels
should be concerned with.
Teaching life lessons may
be more important. Wildcat
Nation appreciates coach-
ing to develop great student
athletes as well as basket-
ball stars.”

“Dick
&%SH!”

\ “Here’s to a short life
for you, Bob. The world
doesn’t need any more
(bleep) holes like you. Have
a terrible day.”

Vitale...

22. Errors! In 2016, try
and eliminate mistakes.
Last week I wrote UK bas-
ketball’s record last season
was 39-1. It was 38-1.

23. To remember: “The
only sin that we never for-
give in each other is a dif-
ference in opinion.” (Ralph
Waldo Emerson)

24.Responding to aread-
er in September, I wrote ...

“My 906-or-so words
each week are one man’s
opinion albeit based on 45
years experience. If read-
ers learn something from
it, that’s my reward. If, as
some choose to do, respond
with ‘why do you hate
UK?’, then it brings me to
a item I read somewhere: |
am responsible for what |
say, not what you choose to
understand.””’

And so it goes.

You can reach me at
<bob.Watkins24@aol.
com.




