Lage 8, The Estill County Tribune, January 27, 2016

If They Won’t Hear The Word

Linville Dunaway, Corinth Christian Church

Luke 16: 31, “And he said unto him, If they hear not Moses and the
prophets, neither will they be persuaded, though one rose from the dead.”

The rich man in hell had asked for Lazarus to be sent to warn his five
brothers lest they be sent to hell too. He was told that they had the same
opportunity as he had in his life. It would appear that the rich man knew
that his brothers didn’t give any more heed to the law of God than he had.
He felt that they were on their way to the same place of torment.

They may not have had the New Testament and all of the scriptures
as we do today, but they had enough to know God’s will. The problem
was that they didn’t listen to the commands in the law, because they were
more inclined to live for the pleasure of this life. They were too busy
living the life that their wealth made possible. From the account in Luke
it doesn’t seem that Lazarus’s need for help was met by the rich man. It
says that he desired the crumbs that fell from the rich man’s table. I think
that that was all he could hope for - crumbs, scraps that the rich man

didn’t want.

Before he died the rich man had access to the law of Moses and the
prophets. He didn’t pay much attention to what they said. It only became
clear to him after death how important that it was to know and to obey
what God had said about living in this world. For him it was too late.

Today many folks are doing the same thing. Jobs, position, power,
money, and such things make them feel so important and busy that they
things of God don’t seem to be needed. A lot of people only think of the
hereafter when they, or a loved one, are very sick, or about to die. Then,
at least for awhile, they may think of heaven and hell, of being ready to
die. Sometimes the feeling goes away after a period of time and they go
back to the old way of life.

I’ve talked to several people over the years who stated that they knew
that they needed to be in church, but most will not come. Like the rich
man they let the things of this life crowd out the things of God. And like
the rich man they will one day regret that they didn’t make room for the
Lord in their lives. For those who die without the Lord, they will find out
then that the tears and sorrow will come too late. Once a person is in hell
there is no coming out.

The gospel is preached in churches, on radio and TV often. There are
those who do not teach all of God’s word, but there are many who seek
to declare all of the gospel. If a person is serious about finding God all
he has to do is to ask God to guide him. It doesn’t take a fancy preacher,
church, or ritual to be saved. Any man called of God to preach the gos-
pel can tell a person how to be saved. That is what it takes, someone to
preach the word of God, a person who hears, believes, repents, confesses
Jesus as Lord, and is baptized in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy
Ghost, and then will follow the Lord the rest of his life.

That is God’s plan, short, simple, and anyone can do it if he has the
faith to believe in God. Some think that it is too simple, that there has to
be more to it, but there’s not. The evil will try to keep people searching for
pleasure, money, success, or anything to keep them away from the sav-
ing grace of God. Those who allow the things of this life to control them
will awake, like the rich man, in hell one day, but then it’ll be too late.

Now is the day of salvation, now is the time to listen to the word of
God and be born again. None who have come to the Lord in a sincere
heart have ever regretted it, but those who have denied God have regret-

ted it. What will you do?
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Dunaway United Methodist
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USE HIS DAUGHTER MICHAL,TO RID
HIMSELF OF DAVID...

”W‘W‘.\‘ !

5 NOW, DAVD, EVENTHOUGH
MERAB IS WEDDED TO ANGTHER, |
THOU SHALT YET BECOME SON-IN-LAW i}

TO THE KING! I

1 “\\\\\ i

l

i

BUT NEVER KING —FOR
THOU SHALT BE DEAD!

SON-IN-LAW!

i\
" v
W (
7 M
’

AT

NOW, GO AND SPEAK SECRETLY WITH
{DAVID AND 8AY, THE KING HATH DELIGHT
22} INTHEE. .. THEREFORE BE THE KNG'S

THIS WE SHALL
DO, O KNG !

Harg First
Church of God

Hwy. 82, Irvine, KY

Sunday School 10:00 am
Morning Worship 11:00 am
Sunday Evening 6:00 pm

Wednesday Evening 7:00 pm
Last Sunday Singing 6:00 pm
Everyone Is Welcome!

Forrest Turpin, Pastor
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Inner Beauty

Hair, Nails & Day Spa

363 Richmond Road, Irvine
Phone 723-0118
Joanna Jernigan

Owner & Master Stylist
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Sherry Harrison

Master Stylist

“For All Your Spa Needs”

Advertise

Here!
= |Call 723-5012
The Estll County Tribune

Emmanuel
Baptist
Church

3905 Richmond Road
Irvine, Kentucky 40336
Pastor: Sherl Thomas

Services
Sunday School 10:00 am
Sunday Worship 11:00 am
Sunday Evening 6:00 pm
Wednesday Evening 7:00 pm
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