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Make Farm Record-Keeping A Priority

 
 Record keeping may not 
be every farmer’s favorite 
activity, and probably not the 
reason you got into farming 
as a career. With time, pa-
tience and a commitment to 
get it done, it can make your 
financial life a lot less worri-
some.
 According to UK Agricul-
ture Economist Steve Isaacs, 
record keeping doesn’t have 
to be stressful. It’s a way to 
discover things about your 
farm that will help you make 

better long-term decisions. 
You can use a ledger book or 
a computer—whatever helps 
you maintain consistency. 
Software programs can make 
your data more meaningful.
Software has become more 
user-friendly over time, and 
while it may not make the re-
cord keeping process fun, it 
could help you see the over-
all picture of your operation. 
Some programs track pur-
chases of inputs and how you 
use the input on a particular 
enterprise or field. You’ll be 
able to keep track of repair 
and maintenance records 
for specific farm equipment 
and produce balance sheets, 
income statements and cash 
flow budgets.
 For many livestock op-
erations, a good time to start 
keeping records is when the 
veterinarian comes to check 
the herd. Vets usually charge 
per head, so that data can 
help you develop a list of 
animals that need attention. 
You can use the same data 
to develop health histories 
of your animals, which will 
lead to more informed exams 
and diagnosis in the future.
 Make record keeping a 
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PAINTED
ROOFING METAL

We offer 16 colors of our #1 grade
metal roofing tin cut to the inch. 

Now with a 40-year warranty, this
ensures a roof that will last for years. 
Higher Gauge -- Same Low Prices!! 
We carry all metal roofing accessories!
Phone in or Fax orders welcome

Call 606-593-7080
We now accept Credit & Debit Cards!

Wolf Creek Metal
Open five days for your convenience

Mon. -Fri. 8am-5
LOCATED
1. 5 miles south of

Booneville, KY on Hwy. 11
in the Lone Oak Industrial Park

Sammie’s
722 Main St. , Ravenna ● 723-6562

Open Mon. -Fri. , 9-6, and Sat. , 9-5
	 ●	Dutch	Craft	Amish-Made	Bedding
	 ●	New	Bedroom	Suites
	 ●	New	Living	Room	Suites
	 ●	New	Recliners	&	Lift	Chairs
	 ●	We	do	Special	Orders
	 ●	Tables	&	Chairs
Free Delivery & Set Up
12 Months Same As Cash*
*With Approved Credit

Furniture & Appliances

Now

Acceptin
g

_______________________________________________
Thursday, January 12, 2017 @ 6:30pm_____________________________________________
Cattlemen’s Meeting Will Focus on VFD
 Estill County Cooperative Extension and Estill County 
Cattlemen’s Association will host a cattlemen’s meeting 
on Thursday, January 12th, 6:30 p.m. at the Estill County 
Extension office. 
 Our guest speaker will be UK Regulatory Services di-
rector Darrell D. Johnson and he will give an overview of 
the veterinary feed directive law which impacts all live-
stock owners and veterinarians.
 Bluegrass Stockyards of Richmond is sponsoring the 
meeting and our meal. So we can plan the meal, please 
pre-register by calling 723-4557 on or before January 9th. 
The Estill County Cattlemen Association will have their 
business meeting afterwards.

Estill Extension Service

AGRICULTURE NEWS
76 Golden Court

Irvine, Kentucky 40336
Call 606-723-4557

NEAL’S AUTO
CENTER	&

BODY SHOP
Mechanical Work
Main Street in Ravenna
Call 606-975-3796

NEAL’S STEREO SHOP
(606) 975-3796
River	Drive	&	Main	in	Ravenna

team effort for your fam-
ily. Sit down and work on 
the records and budget to-
gether. Perhaps one person 
can read the information 
while another person types 
it into the software pro-
gram or writes it in the led-
ger book. Also, if you do a 
little bit each day and don’t 
save it all up for the end of 
the year, you won’t become 
overwhelmed.
 If you’ve done the work 
throughout the year, year-
end procedures can feel 
more satisfying. You can 
generate year-end reports 
with a few simple clicks 
and not have to sort through 
stacks of bills lying around 
the home or office.
 The University of Ken-

tucky College of Agriculture, 
Food and Environment’s 
Department of Agricultural 
Economics has several tools 
online that could help with 
budgeting and decision mak-
ing. Visit http://www.uky.
edu/Ag/AgEcon/extbudgets.
php to see what is available.
 If you prefer to keep re-
cords on paper, we have 
the Kentucky Farm Re-
cord Book available for $6 
each and free KY Farm Tax 
Guides. Contact the Estill 
County Extension office at 
723-4557.    
 Educational programs of 
the Kentucky Cooperative 
Extension Service serve all 
people regardless of race, 
color, age, sex, religion, dis-
ability or national origin.

  State Veterinarian Rob-
ert C. Stout reminds Ken-
tucky livestock producers 
that, beginning January 1, 
2017, certain medications in 
animal feed may be admin-
istered only under the su-
pervision of a veterinarian.
 “The Food and Drug Ad-
ministration [FDA] has is-
sued a new rule to address 
the problem of antibiotic 
resistance,” Dr. Stout said. 
“FDA’s stated purpose is to 
phase out the use of medi-
cally important antimicro-
bial drugs for food produc-
tion purposes. The Office of 
the State Veterinarian will 
do whatever we can to help 
producers comply with the 
new rule.”
 As of Jan. 1, producers 
must have a Veterinary Feed 
Directive (VFD) from a li-
censed veterinarian in order 
to feed medically important 
antimicrobial drugs – those 
that also are used in human 

medicine. Feed containing 
medically important antimi-
crobials may be used only 
for the animals and up to 
the expiration date specified 
in the VFD, and only for 
the purposes of treatment, 
control, and prevention of 
disease. Use of medically 
important antimicrobials 
for weight gain and feed ef-
ficiency is prohibited under 
the new rule.
 The veterinarian of re-
cord must have a valid vet-
erinarian-client-patient rela-
tionship with the producer 
in order to write a VFD for 
that producer’s animals. 
The producer’s feed distrib-
utor must have a copy of the 
VFD before providing the 
VFD feed to the producer.
 For more information 
about the new rule, go to 
the FDA website, fda.gov. 
To contact the Office of the 
State Veterinarian, call (502) 
573-0282, option 3.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

State veterinarian 
reminds Kentucky 

producers new 
medicated feed rule 
takes effect Jan. 1


