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Estill Lady Engineers Back On Track After Losses
by MIKE WISEMAN

Estill Tribune Sportswriter
	 The Estill County Lady 
Engineers Softball Team are 
back on track after suffer-
ing two early season losses 
(Dunbar 6-7, Boyle Co. 0-7) 
by ripping off 4 straight vic-
tories over the last ten days. 
The Ladies will be taking 
a break from game action 
through Spring Break but 
will resume play on April 
14th with a district matchup 
against Owsley Co. at J. L. 
Thomas Field. The Lady En-
gineers are looking for their 
12th straight District Title 
and 10th Region Champi-
onship and State Tourna-
ment Berth in the last twelve 

years as they continue to be 
one of the most successful 
programs in school history. 
With a schedule loaded with 
Top 25 teams, Estill will get 
the experience needed to 
make a run at a state title. 

Game Summaries: 
--------------------------------------------------------
Estill 6 - M. Southern 1

----------------------------------------------------------
	  Estill would make the 
most of 5 hits in this one as 
McKeely Muncie took care 
of business on the mound by 
racking up 11Ks. A fourth 
inning triple by Zoe Deaton 
and two wild pitches would 
give Estill a 2-0 lead. Taylor 
Wiseman would get an RBI 

the “hard way” with a HBP 
in the fifth with bases load-
ed and drive in two more 
with a single in the seventh. 
McKinley Meek would grab 
two hits and Sarah Wiseman 
would drive in a run with a 
single. 
--------------------------------------------------------
Estill 12 -- Lee County 0

----------------------------------------------------------
	 In the first district action of 
the year, M. Muncie would 
toss a five inning no-hitter 
while striking out 10 and 
chipping with 2 hits. Four 
other Estill players would 
rap out 2 hits each. Seniors 
Sarah Barnes and Hayley 
Puckett tallied two hits each 
with Puckett driving in 3 

runs. Abby Winkle would 
get two hits to go along with 
a stolen base and lead off 
hitter M. Meek would drive 
in 2 runs with 2 hits. Kaylee 
Covey would add a triple to 
the hit parade. 
--------------------------------------------------------

Estill 5 - Bourbon 4 (9)
----------------------------------------------------------
	 In this back and forth 
affair, Meek and Muncie 
would make a lot of noise 
from the top of the lineup as 
each one grabbed 3 hits. Z. 
Deaton would get a clutch 2 
out 2 run single in the bot-
tom of the seventh to send 
the game to extra innings. 
Lindsey Wood would lead 
off the ninth with a single 

and double in the gap by 
Meek would end the game. 
Muncie would give up 2 ER 
in 7. 1 IP with 5 K and hand 
the mound over to K. Covey 
who would get her first win 
by striking out 3 of the 5 
batters she faced. 
--------------------------------------------------------

Estill 2 -- Wolfe Co. 0
----------------------------------------------------------
	 In this tight regional con-
test, Muncie would toss an-
other gem and give up only 
2 hits while fanning 11. 
Hailey Bishop would get a 
sharp single in the second 
inning and a throwing er-
ror would allow her to get 
to third base. Abby Winkle 
would bring her in with a 

ground out. In the fifth, a 
hustling double from Win-
kle and a beautiful sacrifice 
bunt from Puckett would 
get her to third. S. Wiseman 
would hit a shot by the third 
baseman and give Estill 
some breathing room with a 
2-0 lead. Muncie, with help 
from her defense, would 
wiggle out of a seventh in-
ning 2 on – 0 out jam by 
getting three straight ground 
balls and send Estill’s record 
to 4 wins 2 losses. 
	 Come out and support the 
2016 Estill County Lady 
Engineers as they strive for 
another trip to Owensboro 
and the State Tournament. 
GO BIG BLUE!!!!!

	 Estill County Cooperative Extension agents and ECHS 
Vocational Ag Department teachers collaborated to have 
the first Agriculture College and Career Fair March 29th at 
the Estill County High School gym. Around 200 students 
were able to visit 18 stations showing the many college 

and career opportunities available in agriculture. Eleven 
college agriculture departments were present including 
UK, EKU, Morehead, Murry State, Midway University, 
KY State, Berea College, WKU, University of Tennessee, 
University of Cincinnati, and U of L. Seven agriculture-

related career representatives participated including UK 
Extension, Carhartts, Estill County Conservation District, 
Farm Credit Services, KY Department of Agriculture, 
Mountain View Veterinary Services, and Alltec Inc. 

Courtesy of Estill Extension Agent Eric L. Baker

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
First Extension & Vo-Ag Agriculture College and Career Fair

Duane Kenney of the Mount Sterling office of 
Farm Credit Services explained his career in ag-
riculture finance. 

Crystal Renfro with the Estill County Conservation 
District explains the role they play in soil conser-
vation education and helping the farm community. 

L.W. and Emily Beckley with Mt. View Veterinary 
Services.

(Photos courtesy of Eric L. Baker)
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Ulis Far Surpassed What Was Imagined When Recruited

Larry Vaught

	 Sporting News columnist 
Mike DeCourcy always be-
lieved that Tyler Ulis would 
be a successful college basket-
ball player and was one of the 
few who did not question why 
Kentucky coach John Calipari 
signed the 5-9 point guard out 
of Chicago two years ago.
	 However, even DeCourcy 
didn’t expect Ulis to become 
Southeastern Conference 
Player of the Year, SEC De-
fensive Player of the Year and 
consensus All-American in 
his second season at UK and a 
likely first-round draft pick in 
June.
	 “Honestly, he far surpassed 
what I imagined. I knew he 
understood the game at a high 
level, so it’s  
not a surprise that he can run 
an offense and succeed. What 
I did not expect is that he 
would be such an imposing 
leader,” DeCourcy said.
	 “I would imagine Cal prob-
ably saw that and it was one of 
the reason UK offered, but it’s 
not always something that’s 
going to come up in a summer 
game.
	 “The second thing that I 
did not expect is his ability to 
finish plays. Get deep in the 
lane? With his quickness and 
ballhandling skill, sure. Make 
the right play out of that? Ab-
solutely. But finish over 6-10 
guys? With the kind of alacrity 
he shows? It’s astonishing.
	 DeCourcy said he under-
stood why some questioned 
Ulis coming out of high 
school, but he said there was 
also a lot he liked that he knew 
would translate well to the col-
lege game.
	 “He could get anywhere 
he wanted to go with the ball. 
And whereas someone like 
Parker Jackson-Cartwright at 

Arizona can do that, Tyler is 
short but he’s not frail. He’s 
got a physical toughness to 
him, not just a competitive 
toughness,” DeCourcy said.
	 “I’ll admit I wondered 
about his defensive ability, too. 
I saw problems in that area last 
year. But he improved to the 
point where he’s really good 
at that end. That comes with 
experience and understanding 
and added strength from the 
weight room. And, most im-
portant, desire.”
	 DeCourcy thinks those 
same attributes will make Ulis 
successful in the NBA.
	 “There’s no question he’s 
a pro. Is he a starter? At 5-9, 
maybe not, but he can be a 
contributing player on a win-
ning team,” DeCourcy said. 
“Perhaps the evolution of 
the game toward the perim-
eter helps make him a start-
ing point guard in the NBA. I 
can’t be sure of that. But I feel 
certain he’ll be in the league a 
long time.”
	 Based on what we saw this 
year, so do I.
	 UK Football
	 Quarterback Drew Barker 
has had his off-field issues at 
Kentucky. Now getting ready 
for his redshirt sophomore 
season, Kentucky coach Mark 
Stoops is seeing not only im-
proved play on the field, but 
improved maturity both on and 
off the field. In fact, Tuesday 
he said there was a “big dif-
ference” in Barker’s maturity 
level and that should be good 
news for UK football fans.
	 “I don’t see the ups and 
downs. I see a guy that’s very 
steady. You’d have to ask him, 
but I see a guy that’s enjoying 
practice but he doesn’t have to 
be out there talking. The guys 
are out there jawing, having 
fun, which I’m good with, 
but with him, I like to see the 
quarterback just being steady, 
very mature and I really like 
what I’m seeing out of him,” 
Stoops said.
“He’s competitive and he likes 
to play, but the off days. I’m 
seeing a guy who’s studying 
film more, that’s more serious 
about his business and that’s 
showing up on the field. He’s 
much more consistent.”
	 Stoops said he has not talk-
ed to Barker a lot this spring 
and called that a “good thing” 

when he has not had talk to 
him a lot individually.
	 “I’ll grab him here and visit 
with him from time to time. 
Right now, I just see consis-
tency. I’d say he’s growing 
up and more comfortable and 
more serious in his approach 
and it’s showing up on the 
field,” Stoops said.
	 Another player who has 
had maturity issues despite 
being productive on the field 
is junior running back Boom 
Williams. He’s not having 
contact this spring because 
of offseason elbow surgery, 
but Stoops sees new offensive 
coordinator Eddie Gran hav-
ing an impact on Williams al-
ready.
	 “He’s been out there and 
he has been more consistent. 
With a guy like Eddie Gran 
coaching him -- Eddie’s been 
around a long time. He’s 
coached a lot of great running 
backs and is very seasoned 
and if Eddie can’t get him 
right, nobody can. I have seen 
him making improvements,” 
Stoops said.
	 Ladycats Softball
	 Softball pitcher Kelsey 
Nunley is one of the final 10 
finalists for the 2016 Senior 
CLASS Award and it is easy 
to see why. Not only is she 
dominating on the mound 
— she is the UK career leader 
in wins and strikeouts already 
and the main reason UK got 
the 2014 World Series — but 
she is amazing off the field.
	 She already has received 
two undergraduate degrees 
— communication and com-
munity/leadership develop-
ment — and has been on the 
SEC Academic Honor Roll in 
2013, 2014 and 2015 as well 
as having above a 3.0 GPA ev-
ery semester.
	 She was the CATSPY 
Award winner in 2015 for Ms. 
Wildcat, which is the highest 
honor that UK  gives female 
athletes. She has volunteered 
with the United Way, God’s 
Pantry, the Lexington Mira-
cle League, Breakfast with 
Santa at UK Children’s Hos-
pital, Salvation Army and the 
Christian Student Fellowship. 
Every year at UK, Nunley 
has helped with the Kentucky 
Backpack Program that pro-
vides lunches for local kids at 
elementary schools who can-

not afford their own lunches.
	 And even though UK got 
swept by No. 3 Auburn over 
the weekend, if the Cats are 
going to make it back to the 
NCAA Tournament again she 
will be a big reason why.
	 Jamal Murray
	 Kudos to Jamal Murray 
for holding a farewell press 
conference to thank Kentucky 
coaches, teammates and fans 
and to give his father, Roger, 
a chance to do the same thing. 
	 My guess is that Kentucky 
fans are going to hear and see 
a lot more about Murray in the 
years ahead. He’s now pro-
jected as a top five pick in the 
draft even though a year ago at 
this time he still had the option 
of returning to high school in 
Canada for another year.
	 Tennessee freshman Kyle 
Alexander was his high school 
teammate last year and remains 
good friends with Murray.
	 “I think every year he plays 
he will keep getting better. At 
the next level when he gets 
there, he’ll keep getting bet-
ter and his role will get bigger 
and bigger,” Alexander said. 
“I just know he is going to be 
a spectacular player. I can’t 
wait to see how things go for 
him. He is one of my really 
good friends and I just can’t 
wait. I talk to him all the time. 
I encourage him and tell him 
to keep doing what you are 
doing. He keeps showing out 
for everybody in Canada. If he 
keeps doing what he is doing, 
he w ill be very successful in 
the NBA.”
	 Alexander never doubted 
that Murray and coach John 
Calipari would be a good fit.
	 “Jamal is easy going and 
very coachable. You tell him 
to go to do something and 
he will do it. He loves being 
coached and loves improving 
and all those things. I think it 
was an easy transition for him 
to playing for coach Cal,” Al-
exander said. “Off the court, 
he is just funny. Whenever we 
get a chance to hang out or see 
each other, we just have lots of 
laughs. My teammates have 
met him, too, and love him. 
He’s just a great guy.”
	 Kentucky Signee
	 Kentucky signee De’Aaron 
Fox will play in Saturday’s 
Nike Hoop Summit   in Port-

land, Ore. The game pits 
elite U.S. high school seniors 
against the best international 
players who are 19 or young-
er. 
	 “It means a lot to be able 
to represent my country,” Fox 
said in a telephone interview. 
“This is one of the most pres-
tigious games, so I feel hon-
ored.”
He had attended two previ-
ous USA Basketball training 
camps, but this is the first time 
the point guard has made a 
Team  USA roster.
	 “I hope finally making a 
team shows how I have im-
proved as a player,” Fox, who 
played in last week’s McDon-
ald’s All-American Game but 
struggled with his shooting, 
said. “Those USA camps, 
they make you become a bet-
ter player.”
	 This was the first time he 
has played with Wenyen Ga-
briel, another UK signee.
Fox still is not sure if he will 
be playing with Tyler Ulis 
at UK next year or not. The 
sophomore point guard is pro-
jected as a first-round NBA 
draft pick but has not said 
if he’ll keep his name in the 
draft or return to UK.
“Tyler is always talking and 
telling people what to do be-
cause he knows what every-
one is supposed to be. Him and 
John Wall are probably going 
to be the toughest guards to 
live up to at Kentucky,” Fox 
said. “If he comes back, then 
it means I have somebody to 
help me.”
	 Fox was the Gatorade 
Texas State Player of the Year. 
He averaged 32.4 points, 
7.7 rebounds, 4.2 assists, 2.7 
steals and 1.6 blocks per game 
to help his team finish 25-8 
record and reach the Texas 
6A Region 3 championship 
game.

	 Poythress & Wiltjer
	 Former Wildcat Alex 
Poythress is making appear-
ances across the state sign-
ing autographs. He will be at 
Wildcat Wearhouse in Ow-
ensboro Friday from 5-6 p.m. 
CST and at Wildcat Wear-
house in  Hopkinsville Friday 
from 7-8.
	 On Saturday, he will be at 
Performance Physical Ther-
apy in Nicholasville from 11 
a.m. to 12:30 p.m. and then at 
the Simpsonville Outlet Mall 
from 2-3:30 p.m. On Sunday 
he will appear at The Tin Roof 
in Louisville but a time has 
not been set.
	 Kyle Wiltjer, who trans-
ferred from UK after two sea-
sons and finished his career at 
Gonzaga, also has been going 
across the state signing au-
tographs. He will throw out 
the first pitch at the Bowling 
Green Hot Rods game Thurs-
day at 6:35 p.m. CST.
	 Wiltjer came back to Ken-
tucky to visit with former 
teammates Poythress, Jar-
rod Polson and Sam Malone. 
When a possible autograph 
tour was suggested, he wasn’t 
sure how it would go. 
	 “I am not the kind of guy 
that just wants to sign auto-
graphs and bounce,” Wiltjer 
said. “I try to interact with 
fans. I am very appreciative of 
the fans. I like talking to them. 
They have been so great to 
me, the least I can do is have a 
nice conversation with them.”
	 During a stop in Harrods-
burg at Klosterman Eye As-
sociate, one fan even gave 
Wiltjer a print he had brought 
to have autographed after 
Wiltjer said he liked it.
	 “People have given me 
some really cool stuff that my 
parents are going to love,” 
Wiltjer said.


