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After this cool, rainy
weather pattern lifts, our
gardening season will be in
full force. It’s a good time to
think about your soil. Soil
compaction creates an un-
friendly growing environ-
ment for plants and is a seri-
ous problem for many home
gardeners. However, it is
relatively easy to prevent.

Compaction transforms
soil into a difficult environ-
ment for plant growth by
making it harder for roots,
water and soil to penetrate
the ground. Major causes
are working the soil when
it is too wet, foot traffic and

Avoid Soil Compaction In The Garden

excessive rototiller use.

To reduce this problem,
it is best to avoid working
in the garden or walking in
it when the soil is too wet.
Squeeze a handful of soil
and if it forms a muddy ball,
rather than crumbling when
you open your hand, stay
out of the garden area.

Walk between plants and
rows in the garden area to
reduce compaction in pri-
mary plant growth areas.
Excessive rototiller use de-
stroys soil structure and pro-
motes compaction. When
compaction takes place in a
dense soil structure, it also
makes root growth more
difficult.

Alittle hand hoeing, rath-
er than a rototiller, may be
all you need to do to elimi-
nate a few weeds. It usu-
ally causes less soil damage
than repeated rototilling and
is less harmful to the earth-
worms that help aerate the
soil.

You also can use mulch
to control weeds instead of
tilling. A 2- to 3-inch layer
of mulch relieves the pres-
sure of walking on the soil,
reducing the degree of com-
paction. Organic mulches
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are materials such as lawn
clippings or straw. Do not
use lawn clippings that
come from a lawn recently
treated with herbicides.

One excellent way to
spread mulch materials
more thinly is to first lay
about six sheets of newspa-
per on the soil then cover the
paper with organic matter.
In this case the newspaper is
really the mulch, and the or-
ganic matter holds the paper
in place and improves ap-
pearances. Soils will remain
cool longer in the spring
under organic mulches, be-
cause the sun does not strike
the soil. If you want your
garden to grow rapidly in
the spring, do not scatter the
mulch until the soil warms.
One precaution needed if
you use straw is to be sure
it is weed seed free. Other-
wise, it will be a source of
weeds for the growing sea-

son.

Most organic mulches
will compact and start to de-
compose by fall. They can
be tilled under easily, add-
ing valuable organic matter
to the soil. Some gardeners
prefer to maintain a per-
manent mulch, adding or-
ganic material as it becomes
available. In the spring, they
simply pull back the mulch
in spots for transplants or
in rows for direct seeded
vegetables. This method is
a good way to build a rich
garden soil.

Contact me at the Estill
County Cooperative Ex-
tension Service for more
gardening information. Our
telephone number is 723-
4557.

Educational programs of
the Cooperative Extension Ser-
vice serve all people regardless
of race, color, age, sex, religion,
disability or national origin.
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All parts of the dandelion are edible and
healthful. Its roots contain inulin and levulin
(which balance blood sugar) and taraxacin

‘ (which helps digestion) and can be

eaten raw or cooked. Its leaves
are rich in potassium,
antioxidants, and vitamins
A and C, and can be eaten
raw, steamed, boiled,
sautéed or braised. The
flowers can be added to
salads, made into jellies or
used to make wine.

- Brenda Weaver
Source: www.motherearthnews.com
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4-H Summer Camp

There is still time to sign up for 4-H Summer Camp.
Camp will be earlier than usual this year. Estill County
youth (ages 9 — 14) will be camping June 6th-10th at J.M.
Feltner 4-H Camp in London, Kentucky. Scholarships are
still available for this camp. Scholarship application dead-
line is May 13th.

Cloverbud Camp will be June 18th —20th at J. M. Felt-
ner 4-H Camp in London, Kentucky. This 3-day camp is
for youth ages 6 — 8.

Stop by the Extension office to pick up an application
for either of these camps or call 723-4557 for more de-
tails.

Educational programs of the Cooperative Extension

Service serve all people regardless of race, color, sex, re-
ligion, disability or national origin.
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Match the words on the left with their
meanings on the right.

1. talesman a. self-satisfaction

2. talisman b. a person summoned

3. complacence for jury duty

4. complaisance ¢. cheerful

5 . d. a charm
. sanguine . .

6 . e. disposition to please
. sanguinary f. bloody
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NEAL'S STEREQ SHOP

(606) 975-3796

River Drive & Main in Ravenna

NEAL'S AUTO
CENTER &
BODY SHOP

Mechanical Work
Main Street in Ravenna

Call 606-975-3796

QEmy Dentist

87 Wildwood Place (off Court St.)
Irvine, Kentucky

(606) 723-3213

Sammie o

Furniture & Appliances

722 Main St. , Ravenna e 723-6562
Open Mon. -Fri. , 9-6, and Sat. , 9-5
¢ Dutch Craft Amish-Made Bedding
e New Bedroom Suites

¢ New Living Room Suites
¢ New Recliners & Lift Chairs

¢ We do Special Orders 0B
e Tables & Chairs “e
poo DISCOVER
Free Delivery & Set Up "

12 Months Same As Cash* ]
*With Approved Credit
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HERE IS A PLEASANT LITTLE GAME that will give you a
message every day. It's a numerical puzzie designed to spell
out your fortune. Count the letters in your first name. If the
number of letters is 6 or more, subtract 4. Ifthe numberis less
than 6, add 3. The result is your key number. Start at the up-
per left-hand corner and check one of your key numbers, left
to right. Then read the message the letters under the
checked figures give you.
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CryptoQuip )

This is a simple substitution cipher in which each letter used stands
for another. If you think that X equals O, it will equal O throughout
the puzzle. Solution is accomplished by trial and error.

-

Clue: C equals Y

GWEPQ CWE VJC GJMU’V
DOWRKHO BJURHQ RW VRJC MU
RKH SJOQHU WN HQHU NWO JV

PWUS JV KH BJV JDHP?

K © 2016 King Features Synd., Inc. /
CryptoQuip puzzles $3.50 - 24 Volumes - Order at: rbmamall.com

 CryptoQuote )

AXYDLBAAXR
is LONGFELLOW
One letter stands for another. In this sample, A is used
for the three L's, X for the two O's, etc. Single letters,
apostrophes, the length and formation of the words are all
hints. Each week the code letters are different.

YAE OAWYT SABQ EGVY EGQ
vViIQBVTQ WR UGVE ZQQDR
EGQ VIQBVTQ OAUY.

UWNNWVS UWYVYR

©2016 King Features Synd., Inc.
New! CryptoQuote puzzles $3.50 - 6 Volumes - Order at: rbmamall.com
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BROWN FARM MEATS

Is Now Accepting
EBT, debit, Mastercard, and Visa

Located inside Discount Tobacco
389 Richmond Road in Irvine, KY

M-F, 9-6, Saturday, 9-Noon
(606) 643-5107 or (606) 643-5758
Kentucky Proud Certified
*H-Grown Corn-Fed « USDA-Inspected

Call for pickup or delivery! We sell any size quantities!

Products
Boston Butt Pork Roast . $35°/,,.
gGreat for Pulled Pork)
ausa ellllllllllllll $350/I_b
WOt Medlum or Mild)
hole Cured Ham. ..... $359%/,,
ﬁllced is $4.00 per Lb.)
ea llllllllllll$350Ib_
HamCutlets .......... $359/,,.
Similar to cube steak, only ham)
aconllll.llllll.llll$425ILb-
JowlBacon...........
Pork Tenderloin .......
Pork Chops ...........
SpareRibs............
Country Style Ribs .....
Baby Back Pork Ribs ...
PorkBurgers..........
EGround pattled pork with no seasonubcy
urss " B EEEEEEEEN Lb.
Bundle Packages
1/4 Processed Hog .. ... ®115°°
1/2 Processed Hog . . ... $210°°
Whole Processed Hog . . *440°°

Puzzles4Kids [O G A
o
Answer P56 (L&Y,
F[LIO/U[R[1[SIH) [S[HOW
[L] U A answer
Al - S|A[SIHIE 'S
S S H H]
HASIH T|A[G T
S Y T N
EHY] [L] S|H|R[UIG
o~ 1]l [s[R [A T
R s Hl [U
LIEIA[S[H R|U|S|H/E|D [ Y]
A iH A
sl M| = s
H A[R[D[STH[ I [P [A[S[H H M
E 0[C[H]
Letter Box DJO[N
Solution DIYINIE]
e[v[[v[To[a[o[r]|  Even Exchange
Fli|lolplL|alY|T|E answers
YIDJAJFIEIT]TIONL 1. Angel, Anger 6. White, Whine
I|A|T|O|D|E|L|F]|Y
olylelLlalElol T 2. Pouch, Couch 7. Collar, Cellar
LIO|F[T|Y|I|D|E|A 3. Slump, Stump 8. Tiber, Tiger
OFIT[AITIYIEILID 4. Banker, Barker 9. Invest, Invent
TIL|Y|E|O|D|F|A]|I
aleloliTelL]T]vlo 5. Jiggle, Jingle 10. Chord, Chore
ANNUAL RAINFALL OF —— Weekly SUDOKU —
MORE THAN 50 INCHES Answer
7\
A
5/3|6|1(7|8]9(4]|2
[ et 9|2|1(a|5|6|7 |83
HuN TV P >
7!18|412(3|9|5|6|1
(@ T NalL|T]A] 1]9|5|6|2|7|8]3]4a
NET 2|6l8|3lalal|1|7]5
It 3(4|7|8|1|5]|2|9]|6
(ENEGUE)Eé 8|5|2[9l6|3[al1]7
Al |R 411|3|7|8|2|6[(5|9
@@éz/s/./m 6|7|9|5[a|1]3]2]8
— King Crossword —
Answers

4 CryptoQunp N\
answer
Could you say Cain’s
brother wanted to stay in
the Garden of Eden for as
\_ long as he was Abel? /

( CryptoQuote

answer

Solution time: 21 mins.

Not doing more than the
average is what keeps

the average down.
.
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— William Winans J
Bible Trivia Answers
Casey’s trivia book “Know It? ... or Not?”
is available from BearManorMedia.com




