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God Departed

Linville Dunaway, Corinth Christian Church

1 Samuel 28:15-16, “And Samuel said to Saul, Why hast thou disqui-
eted me, to bring me up? And Saul answered, I am sore distressed; for
the Philistines make war against me, and God is departed from me, and
answereth me no more, neither by prophets, nor by dreams: therefore [
have called thee, that thou mayest make known unto me what I shall do.
Then said Samuel, Wherefore then dost thou ask of me, seeing the Lord is
departed from thee, and is become thine enemy?”’

This is a sad story from the scriptures. It tells of one who has lost his
way in life and most importantly, his relationship with God. Saul was
chosen by the Lord to be the first king of Isracl. He was a good man, at
least at first, with a humble heart. Perhaps it is as the saying goes, “Power
corrupts.” Maybe Saul would have been better if he had never become
king.

Soon after being anointed king and leading the people Saul was victo-

rious over the Ammonites in battle. Then he ruled for two years without
trouble, or war. What he did during this time we are not told, but then
things started to happen. He attacked a garrison of the Philistines. The
Philistines gathered a large army to fight Israel. As usual Israel was great-
ly outnumbered by their enemy. They, the Philistines, had thirty thousand
chariots, plus a great multitude of soldiers. Many men of Israel hid in
caves and scattered before this great army.

Saul had been told to wait seven days for Samuel to come and offer
sacrifices to God. When he didn’t come when Saul thought he should
have come, he offered the sacrifice himself. Then Samuel came and re-
buked Saul for doing this because he was king, not a priest, or prophet.
There are some offices that a person is not to undertake unless called of
God. Then Saul didn’t obey the Lord’s commands in the war with the
Amalekites. Told to destroy everything he spared the king and the best
of the sheep and cattle. God departed from Saul because he had become
a rebellious king, showing an outward concern for God but not obeying
his word. Since he wouldn’t walk with God, the Lord departed from him.
Amos 3:3, “Can two walk together, except they be agreed?”

Saul made a show of trying to ask God’s counsel, but God didn’t an-
swer him. Why should he? King Saul had shown several times that he
would do as he wished anyway. God will not go along with someone
who is a hypocrite, only having an outward show of faith. When God
didn’t give Saul an answer, Saul went to a woman with a familiar spirit.
He thought that she might bring Samuel up from the dead and get advice
from him. God allowed Samuel to talk to Saul, surprising both Saul and
the woman.

What kind of answer should Saul have expected? If God wouldn’t talk
with him did he seriously think that Samuel, a prophet of God, would be
giving him what God would not? As he turned away from God he shut
himself off from God’s protection and blessing. Had he only obeyed the
Lord his kingdom would have endured. His sin of rebellion put an end to
that and brought about not only his death, but that of his sons too.

The lesson is that if a man turns from God he will be on his own and
headed for destruction. God will not be used for the glory and self will of
any man. Saul wanted to do things his own way instead of doing God’s
will. No wonder God departed from him.
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