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The Kentucky Democratic 
Party awarded Estill Coun-
ty’s Democratic Executive 
Committee with the Phoenix 
Rising Award at the 2017 
Wendell Ford Dinner in Lex-
ington on October 21, 2017. 
Estill County was chosen to 
receive the Phoenix Rising 
Award to recognize the work 
done in the past year to re-
new the party. Mary Nishimu-
ta (pictured middle), KDP Ex-
ecutive Director, presented 
the award saying, “This com-
mittee has re-organized and, 
within three meetings, are 
on their way to holding their 
first county-wide rally. We’re 
proud to award the Phoenix 
Award to Estill County.” Vic-
toria Stevens, Estill County 
Democratic Executive Com-
mittee Chair (pictured left) 
and Rhonda Childers, Es-
till County Democratic Ex-
ecutive Committee Member 
(pictured right) accepted the 
award at the dinner. Stevens 
said, “I accept this award 
for all the Democrats in Es-
till County who continue 
to show up and raise their 
hand. I am merely a voice for 
Democrats I represent in my 
county, speaking for those 
who do not have the same 
opportunity or are still learn-
ing how.” After accepting the 
award, Childers invited Dem-
ocratic legislators and 2018 
candidates to the first Estill 
County Democratic Reunion, 
to be held at the Fair Barn on 
November 10 at 7pm, to learn 
about issues important to 
Estill County Democrats.

Joe Benton and Isaac Napier
Two Estill golfers and their coach have received hon-
ors this year. Joe Benton (left) was named 2nd team All 
State and the 11th Region Player of the Year for the 2017 
Golf season.  Joe won three tournaments this season 
and finished runner up in 3 tournaments. He finished 
in the top 10 in 11 out of the 13 tournaments he played 
in.  Joe is a sophomore at Estill County High School. 
Isaac Napier (right) was also named to the 11th Region 
All Region Team after a very successful season.  Isaac 
won his first high school tournament at Woodson Bend 
in Somerset earlier this year.  Isaac finished in the top 
10 in 8 out the 13 tournaments he played in.  Isaac is 
a freshman at Estill County High School. Estill coach 
Ricky Joe Benton was named “14th Region Coach of 
the Year.”

	Bonnie Jean Caudill

The Estill County Middle 
School Youth Services 
Center Student of the Week 
is Bonny Jean Caudill. 
She is the daughter of Wil-
liam and Bonny Caudill.   
Bonny Jean is currently in 
the 6th grade and enjoys 
playing her clarinet in the 
band and cheerleading. 
Students receiving this rec-
ognition are nominated by 
staff members at the Estill 
County Middle School for 
exemplary behavior, atti-
tude, and/or citizenship.

Estill County Middle School
Student of the Week

	 Tanya Sparks

The Estill County Mid-
dle School Youth Ser-
vices Center Staff Mem-
ber of the Week is Tanya 
Sparks. She teaches 6th 
grade science.  Mrs. 
Sparks enjoys their job 
because she loves to 
watch the students grow 
and mature as they learn.
Staff members receiv-
ing this recognition are 
nominated by students 
at the ECMS for ex-
emplary behavior, atti-
tude, and/or citizenship.

Staff Member of the Week Saturday, Nov. 25
Rader’s River Grill

Located Under the Irvine Bridge
Call 723-6439 for Reservations

BREAKFAST
with SANTA

Every Child
Will Receive A

Christmas Ornament

Seating
Times 

9:00-9:45
9:45- 10:30
10:30-11:15
11:15-12:00

Ticket
Prices

Kids 2-11
$2.99 Ea. 

Adults
$5.99 Ea.

Breakfast
Buffet 

Scrambled Eggs
Bacon, Sausage

Pancakes
French Toast Sticks
Biscuit & Gravy
Milk, Tea, Coffee

2017 Estill Middle School Lady Engineers -- Winningest Team in ECMS History 71-14
6th Grade Regular Season Champion & Tournament Champion - 24-3
7th Grade Regular Season Runner-Up & Tournament Runner-Up - 25-5

8th Grade 3rd Regular Season & Tournament Runner-Up - 22-6

Pictured left to right, front: Haley Neal, Sarah Baker, Emma Winkle, Kaley McIntosh, Skyler Riley. Back: Coach Cassidy 
Flynn, Macy Reed, Kenzie Miller, Hayley Angel, Mia Hale, Hannah Baker, Mariah Riddell and Head Coach Ruth Hughes. 
Not pictured: 6th Grade Coach Mike Long.

Estill Marching Engineers Band seniors enjoy a final embrace after four successful years of competition, winning 
two state titles and two runners-up. Left to right are: Steven Muncy, Josiah Miller, Jake Hall, Eli Gill, Paige Hollenbeck, 
Shelby Barnes, Eve Watkins, Gentry Baker, and Mackala Morgan. (Photo courtesy of Sarah Watkins)


