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One of the last garden
chores of the season is
preparing our strawberry
plants for winter. Straw-
berry plants have already
set their buds for next
spring’s flowers and the
crop can be lost unless you

Winter Care for Strawberry Plants

protect them from harsh
winter conditions.

A fully dormant straw-
berry plant’s flower buds
can be damaged at tem-
peratures below 15 de-
grees Fahrenheit. In addi-
tion to flower bud damage,
the alternate freezing and
thawing of the soil that
commonly occurs in win-
ter and early spring can
cause plant roots to break
and the plants to be heaved
right out of the ground.

Mulching  strawberry
plants will insulate them
from extreme low temper-
atures, minimize soil heav-
ing and decrease excessive
drying (desiccation) of the
plant crowns. But be sure
to wait until plants are dor-
mant before you pile on the

mulch. Applying mulch too
early can cause the crown
of the plant to rot. Plants
should be mulched before
the temperature drops be-
low 20 degrees Fahrenheit,
usually by late November
or early December.

Several materials can
be used for winter mulch,
including clean (weed-
free) straw, chopped corn-
stalks, hay, corncobs or
bark chips. Tree leaves
and grass clippings are
not recommended, since
they tend to mat down and
smother the plants. About
2-3 inches of mulch, after
settling, should provide
adequate protection. This
is a great use for those fall
decorator straw bales.

Put a note on your gar-

den calendar to uncover
the plants in spring as new
growth begins. Rake off
most of the mulch as soon
as the first new leaves de-
velop. The new growth
will probably look a little
yellow at first but will
green up with exposure to
light. Rake the mulch be-
tween the rows to provide
weed control and a source
of emergency cover in case
frost threatens. Mulch-
ing around the plants will
also help keep the berries
clean.

Educational programs of the Coopera-
tive Extension Service serve all people
regardless of economic or social status
and will not discriminate on the basis of
race, color, ethnic origin, national origin,
creed, religion, political belief, sex, sex-
ual orientation, gender identity, gender
expressions, pregnancy, marital status,
genetic information, age, veteran status,
or physical or mental disability.

Spring-Flowering Bulbs

from Eric Baker

Now through Thanksgiving you
can plant bulb-type flowers we as-
sociate with springtime: daffodils,
crocus, and other easy-to-grow
flowering bulbs. If you aren’t grow-
ing any spring-flowering bulbs in
your landscape, you are missing out
on some easy-to-grow plants that
provide early color to your garden.

ralizing. Avoid any bulbs that feel
lightweight as these may have se-
verely dried during storage.

It's important to plant flowering
bulbs at the proper depth, so inquire
about plant depth at the nursery or
follow the label directions. A light
application of bone meal fertilizer
at planting is often recommended,
though probably not always neces-
sary. Most bulbs do not need fertil-
ization until growth emerges in the
spring. When you see plants

emerg-ing, apply 1 to 2 pounds per
100 square feet of a complete fertil-
izer (forexample,a 10-10-10blend).

Once flowering occurs, remove
the faded blooms, but don’t remove
the foliage. The leaves produce sug-
ars and other compounds neces-
sary for the bulb to overwinter and
bloom again the next spring. Most
bulbs will enter dormancy in late
spring or early summer and will re-
new growth, starting with the root
system in the fall.

These bulbs are planted in fall

because it corresponds to the end
of their natural dormancy. Most of
these plants begin root growth in
fall, followed by a cool stratification
period necessary for proper flower
developmentand then shootgrowth
in late winter and early spring.

No matter which bulbs you se-
lect, remember that the largest
bulbs will produce the greatest
show next spring. However, small-
er bulbs will still produce some
flowers, and these may be the best
choice for mass planting or natu-
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_ The Red and Green Kangaroo Paw
plant (Anigozanthos manglesii)

a2 is a newer addition to the
5 selection of plants marketed
during the holiday season.

s Native to western sections of
7 Australia, it displays striking
/ red and green coloring, and
may be found by the name

= “kanga plant” or “reindeer
paws” in the United States. Water the
Kangaroo Paw freely in spring and summer,
bu keep almost dry in winter.

4
£ . '
&/ Sources: www.gardeningknowhow.com, wikiwand.com, www.theflowerexpert.com
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Americanisms

“Be thankful for what you
have; you’ll end up having
more. If you concentrate on
what you don’t have, you will
never, ever have enough.”
—Oprah Winfrey

& 2017 King Features Syndicate, Inc.

Stickeler’s Puzzle

S UERS -

wyTerry Stickels

How many people are represented by
the following?

“Two pairs of twins twice, then
squared, then cubed?”

©2017 King Features Syndicate

Stickeler’s Answer on Page 11

Gifts for Bird Lovers
Give a little sunshine to

the bird lover in your life.
Consider these bird-themed
items: jigsaw puzzles, coloring
books, sun catchers, wall cal-
endars, pocket planners, jour-
nals, sketch books, note cards,
coffee or tea mugs, salt/pepper
shakers, serving trays, tote
bags, field guides, binoculars,
and on and on. Be creative.
Enjoy the season.

Cindy Brook

E-mail: birdingbits@cfl.rr.com
© 2014 King Features Syndicate, Inc.
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HERE IS A PLEASANT LITTLE GAME that will give you a
message every day. It's a numerical puzzle designed to spell
out your fortune. Count the letters in your first name. If the
number of letters is 6 or more, subtract 4. Ifthe number is less
than 6, add 3. The result is your key number. Start at the up-
per left-hand corner and check one of your key numbers, left
to right. Then read the message the letters under the
checked figures give you.

K ©2017 King Features Syndicate, Inc. All rights reserved. /

g CryptoQuip )

This is a simple substitution cipher in which each letter used stands
for another. If you think that X equals O, it will equal O throughout
the puzzle. Solution is accomplished by trial and error.

Clue: G equals Y

TAFM GNY’QF OZSFQVMR KYUS
SAF CVQUS TNQW NC O UFMSFMBF,
GNY BNYZW DF BAOMRVMR SAF

UYDKFBS.

\ © 2017 King Features Synd., Inc. J
CryptoQuip puzzles $3.50 - 24 Volumes - Order at: rhmamall.com

~ CryptoQuote

AXYDLBAAXR
is LONGFELLOW
One letter stands for another. In this sample, A is used
for the three L's, X for the two O's, etc. Single letters,
apostrophes, the length and formation of the words are all
hints. Each week the code letters are different.

NYKPTUTS GMI FKG AT EIST

Mz, AT EIST MZ PYLE, PYKP
GMI KST HSTKHZIRRG RLCT
MPYTS QTMAQRT.

WKFTE SIEETRR RMNTRR

J

©2017 King Features Synd., Inc.
New! CryptoQuote puzzles $3.50 - 6 Volumes - Order at: rbomamall.com

ANSWELS

November 15, 2017

PuzzlesdKids L~5E0 <

answer

Answer

How are Halloween and

Famil

Jimmie L. Johnson, DMD, PSC

Dentis

87 Wildwood Place (off Court St.)
Irvine, Kentucky

(606) 723-3213

PAINTED
ROOFING METAL

We offer 16 colors of our #1 grade
metal roofing tin cut to the inch.
Now with a 40-year warranty, this
ensures a roof that will last for years.
Higher Gauge -- Same Low Prices!!
We carry all metal roofing accessories!
Phone in or Fax orders welcome

Call 606-593-7080

We now aca)t Credit & Debit Cards!

Wolf

eek Metal

Open five days for your convenience
iz Mon.-Fri. 8am-5pm g

LOCATED

1. 5 miles south of
Booneville, KY on Hwy. 11

7 in the Lone Oak Industrial Park

Thanksgiving alike?
One has goblins and the H M
other has gobblers A 0
6 6
Letter Box U
Solution L
nlofpliiTiolvirisl  Eyen Exchange
T|R|Y|P|S|O|D|H|1I answers
s|p|1|H|R|Y|P]|T|O
VMEEREAEEER 1. Taught, Caught 6. Errand, Errant
ol IrlTIYIsTalolp| 2 Gamet Gamer 7. Orate, Irate
O|H|SID| I [PJT]Y|R 3. Beetle, Beatle 8. Foster, Faster
| {Y]OJRIDITYS[P|H 4. Mouse, Moose 9. Rouge, Rough
PIT|DIS|O|H|R]|I|Y
rRislalvIe TololT 5. Stall, Small 10. Sawyer, Lawyer
BALD IS BEAUTIFUL ~ —— Weekly SUDOKU —
Answer
1|9/4|5(6|3]|7]|8]2
8(7|6|2|9|1]|5|4|3
2(3|5|8(7|4|9|1|6
3(8|9|1|5|2|6|7|4
5(6|2|4(8|7|1|3|9
4(1|17]16(3|9|2|5|8
9(5|3|7|2|8|4|6]1
6|4|8|9|1|5(3|2|7
7(2|1]|3|4|6|8|9]|5
— King Crossword —
Answers

( CryptoQuip ) Solution time: 25 mins.
answer TTolw GlslA
When you’re altering just EA R| I FE A Nq
the first word of a sentence, S|U[R|F|SMA|N|[G|O|R|A
you could be changing the P[R[O|FIE|S|S|I|O|NJAJL|S
\_ subject. ) ElTEMA[TIEISERV]I[A
P|E|N|S R|E|S|T
 CryptoQuote ) ISKUNK V]A[U LTI
answer S|O|R|T T|1|N|E
Whatever you may be sure AlD|O LHviro LT
of, be sure of this, that CIOINIFIE|S|S|I|O|NJA|L|S
you are dreadfully like M|O[R|A|L EmEV|O|DK|A
other people. R|I|V|E|T E|V|E|S
\_— James Russell Lowell / hG E TJR A N‘
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Bible Trivia Answers

Now available by Wilson Casey! 2017 Bible
Trivia box calendar loaded with daily teasers.




