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	 Water	 is	 important	 for	
most	 species’	 survival.	
Dairy	 cows,	 in	 particular,	
require	large	quantities	to	
produce	the	creamy	white	
liquid	 for	 which	 they	 are	
famous.	It	is	important	for	
dairy	producers	to	provide	
plenty	 of	 water	 within	 a	
convenient	 location	 to	
keep	 their	 herd	 well	 hy-
drated.
	 “Cows	need	to	consume	
between	 30	 and	 50	 gal-

lons	of	water	per	day,”	said	
Donna	Amaral-Phillips,	ex-
tension	dairy	specialist	for	
the	University	of	Kentucky	
College	of	Agriculture,	Food	
and	 Environment.	 “That’s	
more	 than	415	pounds	of	
water	every	day.”
	 That	number	may	sound	
extremely	 high	 until	 the	
consumer	realizes	it	takes	
up	to	4.5	pounds	of	water	
to	 make	 just	 1	 pound	 of	
milk,	 and	 cows	 produce,	
on	average,	70	pounds,	or	
8	gallons	of	milk	each	day,	
which	 is	 equal	 to	 about	
128	glasses.
	 Milk	 is	 87	 percent	 wa-
ter,	 and	without	 sufficient	
water	intake,	a	cow’s	milk	
yield	will	suffer.
	 Dairy	 cows	 rely	 on	 sa-
liva	 and	 other	 fluids	 to	
assist	 them	 in	 digesting	
feedstuffs.	If	they	don’t	get	
enough	 water	 it	 starts	 a	
chain	 reaction—digestion,	
feed	intake	and	energy	de-
crease.	

	 “Managing	 water	 on	 a	
per-cow	 basis	 in	 a	 dairy	
herd	can	be	quite	difficult	
for	any	producer,”	said	Jef-
frey	 Bewley,	 UK	 associate	
extension	 professor.	 “For	
this	 reason,	dairy	produc-
ers	have	to	make	decisions	
that	 benefit	 the	 entire	
herd.	 That’s	 why	 we	 al-
low	cows	ample	access	 to	
water	at	the	UK	Dairy—so	
they	can	drink	as	much	as	
they	want.”
	 Dairy	managers	have	to	
make	 sure	 cows	 have	 ac-
cess	to	water	in	the	barn	at	
a	centrally	 located	trough.	
Ideally,	 the	 trough	will	 be	
near	 a	 feed	 bunk	 so	 it’s	
easy	for	cows	to	drink	after	
eating.	Cows	usually	drink	
the	most	 after	 eating	 and	
after	being	milked.
	 “It’s	 important	 for	 the	
water	 trough	 to	 have	
enough	space	for	multiple	
cows	to	drink	at	the	same	
time,”	he	said.	“Three	to	5	
inches	of	water	 space	per	

cow	 is	 usually	 adequate,	
and	the	height	of	the	trough	
should	be	2	to	3	feet	from	
the	ground.”
	 One	 waterer	 per	 20	
cows	will	help	ensure	cows	
stay	hydrated.	The	water-
ers	 should	hold	at	 least	5	
gallons	at	time,	with	a	refill	
rate	of	at	 least	2.5	gallons	
per	 minute	 to	 keep	 the	
fresh,	clean	water	flowing.	
So	while	it	may	be	hard	to	
monitor	each	cow’s	water	
intake,	 providing	 enough	
fresh	water	and	space	 for	
the	entire	herd	usually	gets	
the	job	done.
	 For	 more	 information,	
contact	 the	 Estill	 County	
Extension	 office	 at	 723-
4557.
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PAINTED
ROOFING METAL

We offer 16 colors of our #1 grade
metal roofing tin cut to the inch. 

Now with a 40-year warranty, this
ensures a roof that will last for years. 
Higher Gauge -- Same Low Prices!! 
We carry all metal roofing accessories!
Phone in or Fax orders welcome

Call 606-593-7080
We now accept Credit & Debit Cards!

Wolf Creek Metal
Open five days for your convenience

Mon.-Fri. 8am-5pm
LOCATED
1. 5 miles south of

Booneville, KY on Hwy. 11
in the Lone Oak Industrial Park

1212 Richmond Road, Irvine, KY
Behind Pizza Hut

Call (606) 723-PAWN
A “Full Service Pawn Shop”

Will pawn anything of value:
•Firearms •Autos •Electronics •Jewelry
•Boats •Campers •Recreational vehicles
Hours: Monday-Thursday 10-5:30

Friday 10-6 and Saturday 9-4

Call (606) 723-PAWN


