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Fires in the fireplace or
outside in the fire pit are
intrinsically connected to
our visions of nestling in
for along comfy winter. Let
the winter bring its ice and
snow if it wants. Inside, we
have a fire to snuggle up to.

According to UK exten-
sion forester Laurie Taylor
Thomas, not all firewood
is created equal and there
are some important things
to know before lighting
just any old wood. First,
different species of trees
provide different amounts

Not All Firewood is Created Equal

of heat. Wood is made up
of air and wood fiber, or
cellulose. Since the cellu-
lose burns, but not the air,
look for the heaviest or
densest firewood per unit
volume. The best woods
would be oak, hickory and
blacklocust. Yellow-poplar,
silver and red maple are
not as dense and will pro-
vide much less heat. On the
other hand, they are great
woods for starting a fire.
Freshly cut wood con-
tains a lot of water. Sea-
soned wood refers to
wood that has been given
the time for some or all of
that water to evaporate. It
usually takes between six
and 12 months for wood
to cure. If you burn it too
soon, when it’s still green,
most of the heat gener-
ated will go into evaporat-
ing that water, rather than
heating your room. Burn-
ing unseasoned wood can
also be dangerous, as the
smoldering fire that is gen-
erated can cause a creosote
buildup in your chimney.

Burning pine logs, with
their heavy resin, can re-
sult in the same problem.
Over time, that buildup
can lead to a chimney fire.

If you're seasoning your
own wood, cut it first to a
length that fits your fire-
place, remove the bark,
and split the logs for fast-
er drying. Stack it off the
ground in an open area
with good airflow. Pallets
make a good base for this.
Air dry it for a minimum of
six months.

If you are buying your
wood from a vendor, ask
what tree species the
wood comes from and
how long it has been sea-
soned. Wood that has been
properly seasoned has a
gray, weathered appear-
ance and large cracks in
the ends of the logs. Even
if you've bought seasoned
wood, storing it correctly
- stacked off the ground
and covered with a tarp to
protect it from rain - will
prevent the wood from re-
absorbing water.

Be aware, too, of un-
wanted visitors that can
hitch a ride on your fire-
wood. Buy firewood where
you burn it. Moving in-
fected firewood, especially
ash, can spread invasive
species, such as the emer-
ald ash borer, a destructive
species that originated in
Asia. More than likely you
won't see the adults, which
are three-eighths to one-
half-inch long and very
narrow. But larva and eggs
could be out of sight inside
the logs.

Please be safe when us-
ing wood stoves and fire-
places this winter season
and have a joyous Christ-
mas season. For more in-
formation, contact the Es-
till County Extension office
at 723-4557.

Educational programs of the Co-
operative Extension Service serve all
people regardless of economic or social
status and will not discriminate on the
basis of race, color, ethnic origin, nation-
al origin, creed, religion, political belief,
sex, sexual orientation, gender identity,
gender expressions, pregnancy, marital
status, genetic information, age, veteran
status, or physical or mental disability.

The balsam fir is one of the top trees
grown and sold for use as Christmas trees.

It has dense, dark-green foliage, long-lasting
needles and retains its pleasing fragrance.
Nine or ten years are required to grow a
balsam fir that is 6 or 7 feet tall. Often found
with white spruce, black spruce and aspen on
upland sites, it is native to eastern and central
Canada and the northeastern United States.
It grows best on well-drained, sandy loam
soils that are somewhat acid, and is tolerant
of shade. The balsam fir may live as long as
150 to 200 years. - Brenda Weaver

Source: realchristmastrees.org, forestry.ohiodnr.gov
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“Few things are more satisfy-

ing than seeing your children

have teenagers of their own.”
—Doug Larson
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MILLERS CREEK TT0

TOP SOIL & FILL DIRT
Rock Hauling 1-12 Tons

We've added more equipment to better serve you!
Let us take care of your backhoe & trucking needs!

Call (606) 726-9004
or (606) 254-6660

GET-R-DONE

Tree Trimming & Removal
Also, NEW! Pressure Washing!
Homes, Decks, Driveways, Sidewalks
Contact Anthony Conrad

FREE Estimates! 606-975-3799

Available 24 Hours For Storm Damage!

Jack Walling

GRAVEL HAULING &
DOZIER WORK

Free Estimates!
606-975-1736 or
606-643-5080

[
Birding by Season

Winter was filled with migrat-
ing sparrows, catbirds, gold-
finches and robins. Spring
brought cowbirds, wrens, tit-
mice and woodpeckers. Babies,
babies everywhere in the
summer. Fall had red-winged
blackbirds, crows and blue
jays. My yard is always filled,
and so is my heart.

Happy New Year everyone!
E-mail: birdingbits@cfl.rr.com

Cindy Brook

© 2014 King Features Syndicate, Inc.
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HERE IS A PLEASANT LITTLE GAME that will give you a
message every day. It's a numerical puzzle designed to spell
out your fortune. Count the letters in your first name. If the
number of letters is 6 or more, subtract 4. If the number is less
than 6, add 3. The result is your key number. Start at the up-
per left-hand corner and check one of your key numbers, left
to right. Then read the message the letters under the
checked figures give you.

k ©2017 King Features Syndicate, Inc. All rights reserved. /

4 CryptoQuip A

This is a simple substitution cipher in which each letter used stands
for another. If you think that X equals O, it will equal O throughout
the puzzle. Solution is accomplished by trial and error.

Clue: Aequals T
BKUOB RAIOG DFKEA D ZKEMW

SDOQ WOIT SOAC ACY DFOTOAZ

AK BCDMWY QKIUR: “TOAATY

UKIGCOM’ DMMOY”.

k © 2017 King Features Synd., Inc. /
CryptoQuip puzzles $3.50 24 Volumes « Order at: rhmamall.com

 CryptoQuote )

AXYDLBAAXR
is LONGFELLOW
One letter stands for another. In this sample, A is used
for the three L's, X for the two O's, etc. Single letters,
apostrophes, the length and formation of the words are all
hints. Each week the code letters are different.

XJLNL FNL ILGLNFR YFMI XQ
FEEQNXWQB XJL DFSWRM
WBPQSL, FRR QD XJLS
TBIFXWIDFPXQNM.

— NQULNX ULBPJRLM

/

©2017 King Features Synd., Inc.
New! CryptoQuote puzzles $3.50 - 6 Volumes - Order at: rbomamall.com

Below are four squeezer puzzles. Can you
find the correct word to be placed in the
middle of each to create two new words, one
front-end, one back-end?

Here’s an example of how it works:
ever GR E E N horn

_ width

We’ll give one set of answers, but there
may be more.

©2017 King Features Syndicate
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Stickeler’s Answer on Page 11

ESTATE SALE - LOG HOMES

Eastern Kentucky
) Electric, LLC
1075 Rice Station Rd.
Irvine, KY 40336

Daniel Muchow
Owner, ME #64934
(859) 351-4001

EasternKyElectric@yahoo.com

PAY THE BALANCE OWED ONLY!!!

) Model # 305 Bilxi

BEFORE CALLING: VIEW at www.|
Click on House Plans

NEW - HOMES HAVE NOT BEEN MANUFACTURED

Construction Manual

+ NO TIME LIMIT FOR DELIVERY!

* Make any plan design changes you desire!
+ Comes with Complete Building Blueprints &

* Windows, Doors, and Roofing not included
A+ Rating %
SERIOUS ONLY REPLY. Call (704) 602-3035 ask for Accounting Dept.

AMERICAN LOG HOMES ISASSISTING FINAL RELEASE
OF ESTATE & ACCOUNT SETTLEMENT ON HOUSES.

3Log Home kits selling for BALANCE OWED, FREE DELIVERY
§36,25...BALANCE OWED $15,000
1) Nodel 405 Augusta$42450., BALANCE OWED $16,00 -
3| Model #302SantaFe ~ $44950. BALANCE OWED $17500% :
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Riddle Answer: P
Peanut butter and jolly. R
Letter Box A
Solution Y]
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WiP{RYIJOIDIEIUIF 1. Waliz, Walts 6. Heist, Hoist
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( CryptoQuip \ Solution time: 21 mins.
answer a
Comic strip about a young E
waif girl with the ability S
to change forms: “Little
\_ Morphin’ Annie”. J [B
 CryptoQuote

answer

There are several ways to
apportion the family
income, all of them

unsatisfactory.
\_ — Robert Benchley /

DH|(»ImMO@|C|n

Bible Trivia Answers — 1obue ue (9 tosoumon (g

Now available by Wison Casey! 2017 Bible  -UOBWIS (¢ pabebu3 (¢ ‘yeres)
Trivia box calendar loaded with daily teasers. (z ‘;oypeN (| SHIMSNY




