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ANSWERS  1 )Established; 2) 
Pass; 3) Leviticus; 4) Moving 
forward; 5) 7th; 6) Wisdom
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	 According to UK Horti-
culture Extension profes-
sor Richard Durham, few 
plants can liven up a winter 
day like the amaryllis.  The 
large pink, white, red, or-
ange and variegated flow-
ers are truly spectacular. 
You may have received an 
amaryllis bulb as a holiday 
gift. 
	 A member of the lily fam-
ily, the amaryllis rises from 
a large bulb.   The growth 
habit makes it well suited 
for blooming during the 
colder months of the year. 
Knowing about its natural 
habitat in Central and South 

America will help you suc-
cessfully grow and flower 
an amaryllis at home. The 
plants are adapted to eco-
systems with a long, moist 
growing season, followed 
by a shorter dry season. At 
the beginning of the rainy 
season, the bulb sends 
forth foliage and flowers. 
Although the flowers last 
only for two to three weeks, 
the foliage grows through-
out the moist season dur-
ing which time new flower 
buds form within the bulb.  
It goes dormant during the 
dry season, but resumes 
growth and flowers when 
the rainy season begins.
	 When you buy an ama-
ryllis, it likely will be a dor-
mant bulb.   If so, pot the 
bulb about 6 to 12 weeks 
before you want the plant 
to bloom. Use a container 
with a diameter just slightly 
larger than the bulb and a 
potting mix that promotes 
good drainage. One-third 
to one-half the pointed end 
of the bulb should remain 
above the soil.  Thoroughly 
water and put the pot in a 
bright, warm window. Wa-

ter when the soil becomes 
dry to the touch, but do 
not give it too much water 
because this will cause the 
bulb to rot.   Never allow 
water to accumulate in the 
saucer beneath the pot. 
	 In a few weeks, a flow-
er stalk should emerge, 
usually before the foliage 
develops. Rotate the con-
tainer every few days to 
keep the flower and foli-
age from leaning too much 
toward the light.  You may 
need to stake the flower 
stalk to keep it upright in a 
low-light situation. When 
the bloom is spent, remove 
the wilted flowers and cut 
the flower stalk back to the 
top of the bulb.  Do not re-
move any foliage because 
the leaves continue to pro-
vide energy for the next 
season’s flowers. Fertilize 
it every couple of weeks to 
promote healthy foliage. 
	 If you want to keep 
the amaryllis and get it to 
bloom again next year, give 
the plant as much light as 
possible after it flowers. It 
will help to move the plant 
outdoors when the danger 

of frost is over, generally 
around mid-May. Gradu-
ally acclimate the plant 
to brighter light by first 
putting it under a tree or 
awning; then moving it to 
brighter light every few 
days until the plant is in full 
sun.
	 When summer is over, 
keep the plant in a sunny 
location, but withhold wa-
ter.   As the foliage begins 
to die, move the pot to a 
cool, dry location such as a 
basement or closet. In the 
winter, repot the bulb to a 
new container, again only a 
few inches larger than the 
bulb’s diameter.  As an am-
aryllis bulb becomes larger, 
it may produce two or even 
three flower spikes during 
the blooming period.
	 For more information, 
contact the Estill County 
Cooperative Extension Ser-
vice at 723-4557.
	 Educational programs of the Co-
operative Extension Service serve all 
people regardless of economic or social 
status and will not discriminate on the 
basis of race, color, ethnic origin, nation-
al origin, creed, religion, political belief, 
sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, 
gender expressions, pregnancy, marital 
status, genetic information, age, veteran 
status, or physical or mental disability.
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Haymaking Short Course

	 Madison and Estill County Ag Extension agents 
have organized a haymaking short course for Febru-
ary and March among Madison and Estill County pro-
ducers. There will be five educational sessions from 
6:30 to 8:30 p.m. one night per week, including an 
optional visit to UK Spindletop Farm forage variety 
trials. Light refreshments will be included and each 
participant will receive a binder of printed materials. 
Registration cost is $20 per person. The tentative top-
ics include cool season forages and haymaking, soils 
and fertility, hay machinery & marketing, warm sea-
son forages & baleage overview, hay production eco-
nomics, and weed control in forages. Please call 723-
4557 or email ebaker@uky.edu if you have questions 
or wish to register. 

Apple Rootstock Orders
	 The Estill County Cooperative Extension Service 
will be ordering apple and pear rootstocks in Janu-
ary.  If you want to propagate a favorite apple or pear, 
grafting is one of the easiest ways to preserve that cul-
tivar. We typically order Malling7 (55% of standard 
size) and/or MM.111 (80% of standard) semi-dwarf 
apple rootstock and a pear rootstock.  Please pre-pay 
your order by January 19th. The rootstocks usually 
arrive in late February. For more information, contact 
the Estill County Extension office at 723-4557. 


