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Breeding Soundness Exams Save Dollars

	 Bull infertility can be one 
of the costliest problems 
in a beef cattle operation. 
Even if a bull has been a 
sound breeder for several 
years he can become infer-
tile, even temporarily, which 
can cause the loss of part or 
the entire calf crop. Unfor-
tunately, this happens more 
often than most producers 
think. The good news is 

that the chances of it occur-
ring can be greatly reduced 
with a simple management 
practice called a breeding 
soundness exam.
	 A breeding soundness 
exam is generally per-
formed by a veterinarian or 
highly trained technician. 
The exam includes a physi-
cal examination of the bull, 
an assessment of the bull’s 
structural soundness, scro-
tal circumference measure-
ment, and a microscopic 
examination of semen qual-
ity. Most or all of this can be 
done chute-side with ad-
equate facilities.
	 If a bull passes his breed-
ing soundness exam it 
means that he should be 
physically capable of breed-
ing cows. It does not mea-
sure desire. That means 
that even if a bull passes his 
breeding soundness exam 
he should still be observed 
to make certain that he is 
interested in females that 
are in heat. Also, females 

should be observed for re-
turn to heat, which is a sign 
of fertility or desire prob-
lems in the bull.
	 The breeding soundness 
exam should be conducted 
within 60 days of the breed-
ing season. However, wait-
ing too late would make it 
more difficult to find a re-
placement if your bull does 
not pass. It is also a good 
idea to purchase bulls that 
have passed a breeding 
soundness exam or get an 
assurance from the seller 
that if he does not pass he 
will be replaced.
	 Using a bull with good 
genetics is important to 

your beef operation, but if 
the bull cannot pass those 
on then he is of little good. 
The cost of a breeding 
soundness exam is your in-
surance for next year’s calf 
crop.
	 For more information, 
contact the Estill County 
Extension Office at 723-
4557 or contact a local vet-
erinarian. 
 	 Educational programs of the Co-
operative Extension Service serve all 
people regardless of economic or social 
status and will not discriminate on the 
basis of race, color, ethnic origin, nation-
al origin, creed, religion, political belief, 
sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, 
gender expressions, pregnancy, marital 
status, genetic information, age, veteran 
status, or physical or mental disability.

PREVENT CEDAR RUST DISEASES
	 With spring rain showers and warming weather, 
cedar rust galls are developing on cedar and other 
Juniper species.  As galls swell, they produce spores 
that threaten apple (and sometimes crabapple and 
hawthorn).  Galls indicate that rust pathogens are re-
leasing or preparing to release infective spores.
	 There are three types of cedar rusts that affect 
apple: cedar-apple rust which produces large brown 
galls on cedar and other species of Juniperus, cedar-
quince rust that produces orange swellings on twigs 
and fruit, and cedar-hawthorn rust that forms galls 
similar to cedar-apple rust, only smaller. All three 
fungi have similar life cycles.
	 Fungicides should be used as protectants to pre-
vent rust pathogens from infecting.  After symptoms 
develop on apple, it is often too late for control.  Early 
protection of apples, crabapples, and hawthorns is 
important, as most infections occur within the first 
30 days after bloom.  Many general purpose fruit tree 
sprays may not control rusts. Homeowner fungicides 
available include Immunox and Mancozeb. 
	 For detailed spray recommendations, backyard 
fruit growers should consult publication ID-21, “Dis-
ease and Insect Control Program for Home Grown 
Fruit in Kentucky.”  For landscapes, consult UK Exten-
sion publication ID-88, “Woody Plant Disease Control 
Guide for Kentucky.” All three are available through 
the Cooperative Extension office. For more informa-
tion, call 723-4557. 
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NEAL’S AUTO
CENTER &

BODY SHOP
Mechanical Work
Main Street in Ravenna
Call 606-975-3796

NEAL’S STEREO SHOP
(606) 975-3796

River Drive & Main in Ravenna

1212 Richmond Road, Irvine, KY
Behind Pizza Hut

Call (606) 723-PAWN
A “Full Service Pawn Shop”

Will pawn anything of value:
•Firearms •Autos •Electronics •Jewelry
•Boats •Campers •Recreational vehicles
Hours: Monday-Thursday 10-5:30

Friday 10-6 and Saturday 9-4

Call (606) 723-PAWN

Free Day Camp at Aldersgate
United Methodist Church Camp

	 Make plans to attend the 3rd annual Day Camp at 
Aldersgate Camp for incoming 2nd thru 10th grade 
Estill and Powell County students.  The United Meth-
odist Churches of Estill and Powell Counties have 
teamed up with Aldersgate Camp to provide a free 
one day camp on Tuesday, May 30.  All costs will be 
covered by the churches.
	 Activities for the day will include Bible study, field 
games, a craft project, swimming in the pool, visiting 
the farm animals, creek walk to the clay wall, and vis-
iting and learning about the Fitchburg Furnace.   The 
Day Camp staff will be the trained summer staff at Al-
dersgate Camp.  Lunch, and a morning and afternoon 
snack will be provided.
	 Limited transportation will be available at Clay 
City, Jackson Chapel, Irvine and Wisemantown Unit-
ed Methodist Churches.  Pick-up will be at 9 a.m. and 
drop-off will be at 5 p.m.
	 Registration forms are available at Estill County 
Public Library, The Twin, and at any of the United 
Methodist Churches mentioned above or at the Al-
dersgate Camp web site: www.aldersgatecamp.org.  
	 It will be a great way to spend a summer vacation 
day.  Enrollment will be limited to the first 75 young 
people to fill out and turn in their forms, so hurry 
and get registered.  The registration deadline will be 
Wednesday, May 24 at 5 p.m.
Aldersgate Camp & Retreat Center has been exciting and 
empowering campers of all ages for over 50 years. Owned 
and operated by the United Methodist Church of Kentucky, 
Aldersgate is located about 20 minutes from Irvine, nestled 
on about 350 acres in the ghost town of Fitchburg in the 
foothills of Appalachia. It is one of the hidden jewels of Es-
till County. Aldersgate seeks to intentionally provide for the 
faith development of individuals of all ages in Christ and in 
Christian community within the natural beauty of God’s cre-
ation by providing opportunities for people to come and en-
joy the outdoors through activities such as hiking, gaga ball, 
swimming, playing in the creek, fishing, low and high ropes 
courses, crafts, animals, prayer labyrinth, faith development, 
camp fires, friendship, and much more. 


