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Yellow Flowering Plants Cover Many Pastures

	 I have received numer-
ous questions about the 
yellow flowering plants 
in many pastures. Yellow 
buttercup is a cool-season 
weed that often flourishes 
in over-grazed pasture with 
poor stands of desirable 
forages. In fact, many fields 
that have dense buttercup 
populations are fields heav-
ily grazed by animals dur-
ing the fall through the early 
spring months. 
	 Buttercups are some-
times classified as short-
lived perennials, but often 
grow as winter annuals. 
Plants typically produce 
five, shiny yellow petals 
in the early spring. There 
are four different species 
of buttercups that may be 
found in Kentucky: bulbous 
buttercup (Ranunculus bul
bosus), creeping buttercup

 (Ranunculus repens), tall 
buttercup (Ranunculus ac-
ris) and small flower but-
tercup (Ranunculus arborti-
vus). Although each of these 
plants may have somewhat 
similar flower heads, each of 
these buttercup species dif-
fers somewhat in their veg-
etative leaf characteristics. 
New seeds are produced 
during the time petals are 
showy. If you wait until af-
ter flowers appear, it can be 
too late to implement con-
trol tactics. This is one rea-
son buttercups can survive 
year to year and new plants 
emerge each year.  
	 Most buttercup plants 
emerge from seed dur-
ing the fall or late winter 
months. Therefore, pasture 
management practices 
that improve and promote 
growth of desirable plants 
during these months are 
the best methods to help 
compete against the emer-
gence and growth of this 
plant. Whereas, livestock 
overgrazing fields during 
the fall and winter months 
is one of the main factors 
that contribute to but-
tercup problems. You can 
mow fields or clip plants 
close to the ground in the 
early spring before but-
tercup plants can produce 
flowers and that may help 
reduce the amount of new 
seed produced, but mowing 
alone will not totally elimi-
nate seed production.  
	 Although too late this 
spring, you can control 
buttercup with herbicides 
registered for use on grass 
pastures that contain 2,4-D. 
Depending on other weeds 
present products that con-
tain dicamba and 2,4-D (eg. 
Weedmaster), aminopy-
ralid (eg. GrazonNext HL, 
Milestone), triclopyr (eg. 
PastureGard, Crossbow, 
Crossroads) or metsulfu-
ron (eg. Cimarron) can also 
be used. However, legumes 
such as clovers interseeded 
with grass pastures can be 
severely injured or killed 
by these herbicide prod-

ucts. For optimum results 
apply herbicides in the 
early spring (February - 
March) before flowers are 
observed when buttercup 
plants are still small and 
actively growing. If but-
tercups are blooming, skip 
the herbicide this year and 
mow them. When using 
herbicides, better results 
occur when daytime air 
temperatures are greater 
than 50 degrees for two 
to three consecutive days. 
Consult the herbicide label 
for further information on 
grazing restrictions, pre-
cautions, or other possible 
limitations.

	 For fields heavily in-
fested with buttercup, you 
may need a variety of con-
trol tactics. Apply herbicide 
to help reduce the popula-
tion of buttercup plants in 
the spring, plus use good 
pasture management tech-
niques throughout the 
year to help improve and 
thicken the stand of desir-
able forages.
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NEAL’S AUTO
CENTER &

BODY SHOP
Mechanical Work
Main Street in Ravenna
Call 606-975-3796

NEAL’S STEREO SHOP
(606) 975-3796

River Drive & Main in Ravenna

1212 Richmond Road, Irvine, KY
Behind Pizza Hut

Call (606) 723-PAWN
A “Full Service Pawn Shop”

Will pawn anything of value:
•Firearms •Autos •Electronics •Jewelry
•Boats •Campers •Recreational vehicles
Hours: Monday-Thursday 10-5:30

Friday 10-6 and Saturday 9-4

Call (606) 723-PAWN

Free Day Camp at Aldersgate
United Methodist Church Camp

	 Make plans to attend the 3rd annual Day Camp at 
Aldersgate Camp for incoming 2nd thru 10th grade 
Estill and Powell County students.  The United Meth-
odist Churches of Estill and Powell Counties have 
teamed up with Aldersgate Camp to provide a free 
one day camp on Tuesday, May 30.  All costs will be 
covered by the churches.
	 Activities for the day will include Bible study, field 
games, a craft project, swimming in the pool, visiting 
the farm animals, creek walk to the clay wall, and vis-
iting and learning about the Fitchburg Furnace.   The 
Day Camp staff will be the trained summer staff at Al-
dersgate Camp.  Lunch, and a morning and afternoon 
snack will be provided.
	 Limited transportation will be available at Clay 
City, Jackson Chapel, Irvine and Wisemantown Unit-
ed Methodist Churches.  Pick-up will be at 9 a.m. and 
drop-off will be at 5 p.m.
	 Registration forms are available at Estill County 
Public Library, The Twin, and at any of the United 
Methodist Churches mentioned above or at the Al-
dersgate Camp web site: www.aldersgatecamp.org.  
	 It will be a great way to spend a summer vacation 
day.  Enrollment will be limited to the first 75 young 
people to fill out and turn in their forms, so hurry 
and get registered.  The registration deadline will be 
Wednesday, May 24 at 5 p.m.
Aldersgate Camp & Retreat Center has been exciting and 
empowering campers of all ages for over 50 years. Owned 
and operated by the United Methodist Church of Kentucky, 
Aldersgate is located about 20 minutes from Irvine, nestled 
on about 350 acres in the ghost town of Fitchburg in the 
foothills of Appalachia. It is one of the hidden jewels of Es-
till County. Aldersgate seeks to intentionally provide for the 
faith development of individuals of all ages in Christ and in 
Christian community within the natural beauty of God’s cre-
ation by providing opportunities for people to come and en-
joy the outdoors through activities such as hiking, gaga ball, 
swimming, playing in the creek, fishing, low and high ropes 
courses, crafts, animals, prayer labyrinth, faith development, 
camp fires, friendship, and much more. 


