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Take control of weeds in the vegetable garden
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	 Home gardeners eagerly 
await the first ripe tomato, 
mess of green beans, and 
ears of sweet corn they get 
to pick from their own gar-
dens.  While the fresh pro-
duce is delicious, growing 
them requires managing 
various pests . . . especially 

weeds. 
	 UK Extension horticul-
turalist John Strang notes 
that weeds compete with 
crops for water, nutrients 
and sunlight.  Some weeds, 
like quackgrass, can chemi-
cally inhibit vegetable plant 
growth. Others host insect 
pests and disease patho-
gens.  All of these result in 
fewer fresh vegetables for 
your table.  
	 There are some preven-
tive practices that effectively 
combat weeds.   Frequent 
hoeing or rototilling on a 
weekly basis helps elimi-
nate weeds when they are 
small and easily removed.  
	 If you plant rows a little 
closer, vegetable crops pro-
vide more shade and that 
also helps to reduce weed 
pressure.  After you harvest 
a crop, plant another in its 
place to continue using the 
space.
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1212 Richmond Road, Irvine, KY
Behind Pizza Hut

Call (606) 723-PAWN
A “Full Service Pawn Shop”

Will pawn anything of value:
•Firearms •Autos •Electronics •Jewelry
•Boats •Campers •Recreational vehicles
Hours: Monday-Thursday 10-5:30

Friday 10-6 and Saturday 9-4

Call (606) 723-PAWN

PAINTED
ROOFING METAL

We offer 16 colors of our #1 grade
metal roofing tin cut to the inch. 

Now with a 40-year warranty, this
ensures a roof that will last for years. 
Higher Gauge -- Same Low Prices!! 
We carry all metal roofing accessories!
Phone in or Fax orders welcome

Call 606-593-7080
We now accept Credit & Debit Cards!

Wolf Creek Metal
Open five days for your convenience

Mon. -Fri. 8am-5
LOCATED
1. 5 miles south of

Booneville, KY on Hwy. 11
in the Lone Oak Industrial Park
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NEAL’S AUTO
CENTER &

BODY SHOP
Mechanical Work
Main Street in Ravenna
Call 606-975-3796

NEAL’S STEREO SHOP
(606) 975-3796

River Drive & Main in Ravenna

	 Mulching works very 
well in the home garden.  
Use organic material such 
as grass clippings, leaves 
or straw to eliminate weed 
growth and build up or-
ganic matter to make the 
soil more fertile and easier 
to work.  Do not use grass 
clippings from a lawn that 
was treated recently with 
a herbicide.   Treated clip-
pings can cause vegetable 
plant twisting and can even 
kill some sensitive crops.  
Be careful about the kind 
of organic material you use.  
Hay can introduce a consid-
erable load of weed seeds 
into your garden.  
	 Black plastic mulch is 
beneficial to certain veg-
etables including tomatoes, 
eggplants, peppers and 
vine crops.   In addition to 
shading out and eliminat-
ing weeds, plastic mulches 
conserve moisture and 

promote early crop growth 
by helping heat up the soil 
in spring.  Landscape fabric 
has the added advantage of 
being water permeable and 
can be used for multiple 
years; although it is more 
expensive than black plas-
tic.  
	 Most importantly, do ev-
erything possible to keep 
garden weeds from going to 
seed.  One red root pigweed 
plant can produce 100,000 
seeds that can continue to 
germinate over the next 15 
to 20 years.  
	 For timely gardening 
tips, contact the Estill Coun-
ty Cooperative Extension 
office at 723-4557. 
	 Educational programs of the Co-
operative Extension Service serve all 
people regardless of economic or social 
status and will not discriminate on the 
basis of race, color, ethnic origin, nation-
al origin, creed, religion, political belief, 
sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, 
gender expressions, pregnancy, marital 
status, genetic information, age, veteran 
status, or physical or mental disability.
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Estill County Fair showcases agriculture!
	 County fairs are a great 
community event that 
showcase agriculture and 
have loads of fun for the 
entire family. Each event 
requires many dedicated 
fair board members and 
volunteers to make the 
event pleasurable for those 
attending. I for one would 
like to say “thank you” for 
all those who help make the 
Estill County fair a success 

each year. 
	 The Estill County Fair 
is scheduled for July 1st 
through July 8th at the Es-
till County fairgrounds on 
South Irvine Road. I will 
highlight some of the agri-
culture activities occurring 
at the fair. On Saturday, July 
1st there will be several live-
stock shows including meat 
goat show (11 a.m.), swine 
show (5 p.m.), and a horse 

show (6 p.m.). Monday, July 
3rd is when you can enter 
various exhibits at the ex-
hibit hall from 1 p.m. to 6 
p.m. and attend the poultry 
show at 6:30 p.m. The cattle 
show is Wednesday, July 
5th at 6:30 p.m. On Friday, 
July 7th is the youth and 
adult tractor driving con-
test at 1 p.m. Last but not 
least, the open sheep show 
is Saturday, July 8th at 10 

a.m.  Many other events are 
planned for all ages.
	 If you are interested in 
participating or being a 
spectator, details are listed 
on our webpage so visit 
http://estill.ca.uky.edu/ 
then click on the county fair 
tab.  You can also find Estill 
County Fair information on 
Facebook. We hope to see 
you at the county fair!

Sammie’s
722 Main St. , Ravenna ● 723-6562

Open Mon. -Fri. , 9-6, and Sat. , 9-5
	 ● Dutch Craft Amish-Made Bedding
	 ● New Bedroom Suites
	 ● New Living Room Suites
	 ● New Recliners & Lift Chairs
	 ● We do Special Orders
	 ● Tables & Chairs
Free Delivery & Set Up
12 Months Same As Cash*
*With Approved Credit

Furniture & Appliances

Now
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g


