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Kentucky Agriculture 
Commissioner Ryan Quar-
les proclaimed the week of 
September 17-23 as Farm 
Safety and Health Week to 
call attention to the haz-
ards unique to farming and 
encourage all Kentuckians 
to put safety first. 

Fall harvest season is 
a busy time for Kentucky 
farmers and their families. 
According to UK Extension 
Professor and Agricultural 
Safety & Health Specialist 
Mark Purschwitz, it also 
is a peak season for agri-
cultural injuries and an 
important time for farm 
families and the public to 
pay attention to safety. 

Long working hours can 
lead to fatigue and stress, 
making farm workers less 
alert to potential safety 
hazards. Take breaks when 
operating equipment for 
an extended period of 
time. If possible, trade off 
with other workers for a 
change of pace. Dress ap-
propriately for the job. 
Avoid loose clothing, jack-
ets with dangling strings 

and sweatshirts that could 
get entangled in moving 
equipment. Entanglement 
in moving parts, especially 
power take-offs or other 
chain and belt drivers, is 
a major fall harvest haz-
ard. Inspect machinery 
and equipment to be sure 
shields and guards on mov-
ing parts are in place and 
in good repair. Replace in-
effective or missing safety 
equipment. Before getting 
off equipment, disengage 
the power and wait for 
moving parts to completely 
stop. When possible, shut 
off the engine. It is always a 
good idea to take the igni-
tion key with you so anoth-
er person does not unex-
pectedly start equipment 
while you are performing 
maintenance or repair. If 
you are working under 
any piece of equipment, 
such as a header unit, al-
ways use the jack stand or 
hydraulic cylinder locks to 
prevent it from suddenly 
falling and pinning you. Be 
sure all safety locks are op-
erational. 

A pinhole-size hydrau-
lic leak can cause severe 
tissue damage. If a farmer 
is injected with oil from a 
hydraulic leak, they should 
seek immediate medical 
assistance. The oil must 
be surgically removed, 
and delays can result in 
serious infections and pos-
sible amputations. Always 
use paper or cardboard to 
check for hydraulic leaks. 

Tractor overturns are 
the leading cause of farm 
deaths. To prevent these 

tragedies, equip older 
model tractors with a roll-
over protective structure. 
Most tractors manufac-
tured after the late 1960s 
or early 1970s can be 
equipped with a ROPS for 
a reasonable price. Make 
it a habit to use the seat 
belt to ensure you remain 
inside the zone of protec-
tion provided by the ROPS 
or safety cab. The seat belt 
also will keep you from be-
ing thrown off the tractor 
if you hit an obstacle. Be-
ing thrown off the tractor 
and run over is the second 
leading cause of tractor 
deaths. Never allow any 
extra riders on tractors or 
equipment. Keep bystand-
ers away from operating 
equipment. Also, be aware 
of people who may have 
come into the area. Always 
check around equipment 
before starting or moving 
it. Carry a fire extinguisher 
on all tractors and self-pro-
pelled equipment. Periodi-
cally check extinguishers 
to be sure they are pres-
surized and in good con-
dition. To prevent fires, be 
sure equipment is clean 
and hoses and fuel systems 
are in good shape and not 
leaking. Remove trash and 
debris around engine com-
ponents. 

Farm vehicles on pub-
lic roads are annually in-
volved in thousands of in-
jury accidents in the United 
States, and more than 200 
collisions involving farm 
machinery on public roads 
occur in Kentucky every 
year. Thus, people driving 

farm machinery and those 
driving vehicles should 
be especially careful and 
watchful. Keep slow-mov-
ing-vehicle emblems and 
extremity markings clean 
and bright to help motor-
ists notice equipment. Re-
place faded slow moving 
vehicle (SMV) emblems 
and check headlights, tail-
lights and flashing lights 
for satisfactory operation. 
To alert on-coming drivers, 
use reflectors or reflective 
tape when the edges of 
towed equipment extend 
beyond the left side of a 
tractor. When possible, pull 
completely off the road to 
let a line of traffic pass. 

Since it may be difficult 
to anticipate the opera-
tional intentions of farm 
machinery on the road-
way, other drivers need to 
watch for unmarked field 
entrances or other places 
the tractor driver might be 
planning to enter. A trac-
tor may need to move to 
the right to complete a left 
turn so do not assume the 
tractor driver wants you 
to pass when moving to 
the right side. Pass only in 
a designated passing zone 
or when the other driver 
signals and completely 
pulls off the road. Please 
be patient as farmers trav-
el the roads to bring in the 
harvest.
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PAINTED
ROOFING METAL

We offer 16 colors of our #1 grade
metal roofing tin cut to the inch. 

Now with a 40-year warranty, this
ensures a roof that will last for years. 
Higher Gauge -- Same Low Prices!! 
We carry all metal roofing accessories!
Phone in or Fax orders welcome

Call 606-593-7080
We now accept Credit & Debit Cards!

Wolf Creek Metal
Open five days for your convenience

Mon.-Fri. 8am-5pm
LOCATED
1. 5 miles south of

Booneville, KY on Hwy. 11
in the Lone Oak Industrial Park

Sammie’s
722 Main St. , Ravenna ● 723-6562

Open Mon. -Fri. , 9-6, and Sat. , 9-5
	 ● Dutch Craft Amish-Made Bedding
	 ● New Bedroom Suites
	 ● New Living Room Suites
	 ● New Recliners & Lift Chairs
	 ● We do Special Orders
	 ● Tables & Chairs
Free Delivery & Set Up
12 Months Same As Cash*
*With Approved Credit

Furniture & Appliances
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