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MIKE WISEMAN
Tribune Sportswriter

	 The Estill County Engineers 
Basketball team saw their season 
record go to 16-6 after two big 
road wins this past week. A hard 
fought 11 point victory over Buck-
horn was followed by a big dis-
trict win over host Powell County 
which would make the Engineers 
winners in 14 of their last 15 con-
tests. Estill County will only need 
a road win at Owsley County later 
this week to complete a six game 

sweep in district action. The Engi-
neers have already locked up the 
number one seed for the 56th Dis-
trict Tournament . 

Estill 53, Powell 43
	 The Engineers would head into 
enemy territory expecting a game 
as tough as they come when trav-
elling to Powell County. The En-
gineers would take control early 
as they doubled up Powell by the 
end of the first quarter 14-7 even 
though foul trouble would send A. 
Doty to the bench for the remain-

der of the first half. Powell County 
would not go away in this one and 
would close the gap to two points 
at the half, 20-18. Estill would be 
patient in the second half against 
Powell’s zone and a 3-pointer by 
C. Bonny at the end of the third 
quarter would give Estill a slim 
six point lead heading into the fi-
nal quarter. 
	 The Pirates would fight back to 
tie the game at 39 with just over 
three minutes left, but C. Bonny 
would keep them at bay by con-

necting on 9 of 10 free throws. 
With Estill leading by four points 
with under two minutes left in the 
game, an Estill pass was tipped 
away at mid-court and it looked 
as though Powell would get an 
easy two but senior K. Richard-
son would somehow come up 
with the ball and deliver an assist 
to L. Doty for an Estill basket. 
C. Bonny would seal the victory 
from the charity stripe and the En-
gineer fans would head home with 
a smile on their face and the En-

gineers with a 10 game winning 
streak. 
	 J. Benton- 8 pts, C. Bonny- 21 
pts, T. O’Hair- 2 pts, A. Doty- 8 
pts, L. Doty- 10 pts, K. Richard-
son- 2 pts, D. Long- 2 pts. 
	 Estill’s upcoming schedule: 2/6 
Breathitt Co. - Home- 7:30, 2/8 
Owsley Co. - Away- 7:30, 2/10 
Wolfe Co. - Home- 4:30, 2/12 East 
Carter- Away- 7:30, 2/13 Menifee 
Co. - Home- (Senior Night). 
	 Come out and support Engineer 
Basketball! GO BIG BLUE!!!

Lady Engineers Back in the Win Column
MIKE WISEMAN

Tribune Sportswriter
	 The Estill County Lady Engi-
neers got back in the win column 
with a hard fought revenge win 
over the Lady Pirates of Powell 
County. The Lady Engineers lost 
a double overtime thriller to Pow-
ell last week and hoped to return 
the favor in Stanton. 
	 The Ladies would have early 
success against Powell’s zone and 
would push out to an early double 

digit lead but Powell would put up 
a fight to cut the lead to four at the 
halftime buzzer. Estill would re-
gain control in the second half and 
take a six point lead to the fourth 
quarter. A S. Brewer three pointer 
would give Estill a thirteen point 
lead and the Ladies would never 
look back on the way to adding 
one to the “W”column, 64-54. 
	 The Lady Engineers would 
not be so fortunate in the next 
two games as they would drop 

back to back district games with 
Owsley County and Lee County 
Estill would extend the game into 
overtime against Owsley with a 
30 footer from A. Brewer at the 
buzzer but could not overcome 
Owsley’s star, Macie Gibson, as 
she dropped 45 on the Lady Engi-
neers to win 65-69. The Lady En-
gineers would fight back from a 
17 point deficit against Lee Coun-
ty and cut their lead to four points 
in the fourth quarter. Untimeley 

turnovers and some missed “gim-
mies” would cost Estill in the 67-
57 loss. 

Estill 64, Powell 54
	 M. Bellamy- 15 pts, S. Brew-
er- 16 pts, A. Brewer- 21 pts, M. 
Hale- 11 pts. 

Estill 57, Lee 67
	 S. Brewer- 10 pts, M. Bel-
lamy- 13 pts, K. Flynn- 2 pts, A. 
Brewer- 14 pts, M. Hale- 16 pts, 
H. Baker- 2 pts. 

Estill 59, Owsley 65

	 M. Bellamy- 10 pts, A. Brew-
er- 19 pts- 13 reb, S. Brewer- 11 
pts, K. Flynn- 4 pts, M. Hale- 12 
pts- 8 reb, E. Winkle- 3 pts. 
	 Lady Engineers Upcoming 
Schedule: 2/8 Wolfe County- 
Away- 7:30, 2/9 Knott County 
Central- Home- 7:30, 2/12 Jack-
son City- Home- 7:30, 2/13 
Breathitt County- Home- (Senior 
Night). Come out and support 
Lady Engineer Basketball! GO 
BIG BLUE!!!
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Engineers Stretch Win Streak to 10 Games

by Larry Vaught
	 Kelsey LaCroix thought 
about what it would be like 
to participate in the Olym-
pics when she was a young 
gymnast. 
	 She assumed any chance 
to participating in the Olym-
pics ended when she made 
the decision to stick with 
cheerleading over gymnas-
tics at age 11.
	 That decision worked out 
well, though, as she recently 
helped Kentucky win a third 
straight national cheer title. 
But now she’s going to the 
Olympics — along with oth-
er member of UK’s national 
cheerleading team.
	 They will participate in 
an exhibition cheer competi-
tion at the Olympics in South 
Korea next month. Teams 
from Great Britain, Russia, 
Germany, Norway, Australia 
and Canada will also be there 
as part of a push to hopefully 
one day make cheerleading 
an Olympic sport.
	 “That’s some of the top 
cheerleading powers around 
the world,” UK cheer coach 
Jomo Thompson said. 
“Cheerleading is exploding 
everywhere. To be chosen 
from so many great col-
lege teams to represent the 
United States and have that 
UK on our chest is just awe-
some.”
	 Kentucky will have 10 
male cheerleaders, eight fe-
male cheerleaders, one ath-
letics trainer and Thompson 
in South Korea.
	 “Nationals is the big thing 
for us and we focused on that 
for son long,” LaCroix, a se-
nior from Illinois, said. “The 
Olympics is a chance to cel-
ebrate what we have done 
and help make cheerleading 
even bigger. It’s kind of like 
the icing on the cake.”
	 Kentucky had been cho-
sen to represent the United 
States before it won its 23rd 
national title. However, La-
Croix said the Olympic in-
vitation did add a little pres-
sure at nationals. 
	 “We wanted to win na-
tionals first to prove to ev-
eryone that us getting the 
opportunity to go to the 
Olympics was legitimate 
and was a big deal for us,” 

she said. “It definitely in-
creased the pressure on us. 
What if we had not won na-
tionals? Some might have 
thought we didn’t deserve 
to go to the Olympics. But 
we did win and I think that 
shows we are very deserv-
ing to represent the United 
States.”
	 LaCroix has no idea what 
the international competi-
tion will be like. A select 
Team USA — UK cheer-
leader Whitney Agee and 
Dallas Pringle made this 
year’s team — competes in 
the World Championships 
each spring but that doesn’t 
tell LaCroix how good the 
other countries might be.
	 “In the past they have 
been good,” the UK senior 
said. “We are going to give 
our best performance to rep-
resent USA. We are going 
to incorporate a few more 
skills and things into our 
routine. It won’t be harder, 
just different.”
	 The cheer team took a 
few days off after nation-
als to give their “bodies 
a break” from the intense 
practices they had leading 
into the national champion-
ships. They will be in South 
Korea from Feb. 18-25. The 
Olympics start Feb. 10 and 
end Feb. 25.
	 “We will not be there for 
the opening ceremony, but 
from what we know we will 
be staying in the Olympic 
Village,” LaCroix said. “We 
will be there for the closing 
ceremony and hope we get 
to participate in that. But we 
don’t have a lot of details.
	 “I know it would be re-
ally cool to meet some of the 
athletes and be around them 
and in the same venue. It’s 
just an honor to be going. I 
think it will be an amazing 
experience.”
	 Her parents are just as ex-
cited that she has the oppor-
tunity be part of the Olym-
pics.
	 “The Olympics are al-
ways in some crazy place 
that is far away that is really 
expensive,” LaCroix said. “I 
hoped one day in the future I 
would get to go, but I never 
dreamed of this. My parents 
know they will keep us in 
safe and nice places.”
	 There’s also one other 
personal reason this means 
so much to LaCroix.
	 “My grandpa was in the 
Korean War. My dad is really 
excited about that,” LaCroix 
said. “It’s going to be cool 
following in my grandpa’s 
footsteps. That just makes 
all this even more meaning-
ful for me.”
Mississippi Coach

	 Mississipi coach Andy 
Kennedy is in his 12th year 

in the SEC and is a coach 
I’ve always respected for 
not being afraid to share his 
opinion whether it is popular 
or not.
	 When he says this is the 
best the league has ever 
been, I pay attention.
	 “I think the most bids that 
the SEC has ever gotten (to 
the NCAA Tournament) is 
six, that’s going to get shat-
tered I think,” Kennedy said. 
“I think winning the Big 
12/SEC Challenge brought 
some validity and fuel to 
the fire as to how good the 
league is. 
	 “Think about this, the 
teams that typically play 
Wednesday night in the 
SEC Tournament are the 
teams that finished in the 
bottom four. The top has al-
ways been good in the SEC. 
The middle has gotten a lot 
stronger, and the back has 
been a little bit of a fall off. 
Well now, there is no fall 
off. 
	 “All four of the teams that 
were playing in last year’s 
Wednesday night in Nash-
ville have all gotten a lot 
better. So I think top to bot-
tom, this is the best that the 
league has ever been.” 
	 The bottom four teams 
in the SEC tourney last year 
were Auburn, Mississippi 
State, LSU and Missouri. 
Auburn leads the SEC this 
year. Missouri and Mis-
sissippi State were tied for 
sixth place in the league af-
ter 10 games and LSU had 
already doubles its league 
win total from last year after 
10 games.
	 Look at Alabama. It beat 
nationally ranked Oklahoma 
and then lost at home to Mis-
souri. But the Tide bounced 
back by winning at Florida. 
	 Another sign of the 
league’s strength? After 
Kentucky lost at Missouri 
Saturday, coach John Cali-
pari said his team could lose 
all eight remaining games 
— and no one thought it an 
outlandish statement. No, I 
don’t think that will happen 
but there are no gimmes left 
for UK — or any other SEC 
team.

Wait on the NBA
	 It’s not going to happen, 
but John Calipari’s players 
should pay attention to some 
advice from former Wildcat 
Patrick Patterson about the 
2018 draft.
	 Patterson was on UK’s 
2010 team that lost in the 
Elite Eight. He’s now in his 
eighth year in the NBA and 
after the Cats lost at Mis-
souri Saturday, he posted 
this on Twitter: “I would be 
utterly thrilled if everyone 
of these kids came back (to 
UK) next year.”

	 Depending on which 
mock draft you select, 
Kentucky has three players 
— Kevin Knox, Shai Gil-
geous-Alexander and Hami-
dou Diallo — projected as 
potential first-round picks in 
the 2018 draft.
	 Most assume Knox will 
go to the NBA despite his up 
and down season. Gilgeous-
Alexander was not seen as a 
one-and-done player, but his 
play at times has boosted his 
stock. Diallo almost went to 
the NBA last year without 
ever playing at Kentucky 
and there seems little doubt 
he wants to go even though 
one NBA scout told me his 
“average defense and lack of 
outside shooting” would not 
appeal to his team despite 
Diallo’s athleticism. “An av-
erage defender his size who 
can’t score outside doesn’t 
play for our team,” the scout 
said.
	 Believe it or not, one re-
cent mock draft has Jarred 
Vanderbilt in the first round 
even though he’s been hurt 
for most of the last three 
seasons and has lacked any 
scoring flow since his return 
to play in January.
	 Patterson stayed at UK 
until his junior year and 
turned that into a long, pro-
ductive NBA career. 
“In Heaven At Ky.”

	 After spending six 
months in junior college, 
quarterback Terry Wilson 
feels like he is in “heaven” 
at Kentucky after enrolling 
in school in January.
	 A one-time Oregon sign-
ee, Wilson will be compet-
ing with Gunnar Hoak — 
and others — for the starting 
job.
“You have got to come in 
and get the respect (of the 
players). You have to be a 
guy they can trust. You can’t 
start off making the wrong 
decisions,” Wilson said.
He threw for 2,133 yards and 
26 scores and ran for 518 
yards and five touchdowns 
at Garden City Community 
College in Kansas in 2017.
He’s already been throwing 
and working out with UK’s 
receivers while also partici-
pating in the offseason con-
ditioning program. 
“I feel like just keeping my 
head strong, keeping my vi-
sion tight and just keeping 
that focus on what I need to 
do, what the goal is for me 
and this team, for the guys 
out there so we can get the 
job done,” Wilson said. 

Boost for Ladies
	 Senior Jessica Hardin 
gave Kentucky a needed 
boost last season when she 
joined the team when coach 
Matthew Mitchell had a 
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Olympic Participation ‘Icing On The Cake’ For Kentucky Cheerleaders

number of players transfer. 
She was on campus as a stu-
dent, tried out and made the 
team.
	 She played well early be-
fore a midseason concussion 
limited her opportunity. This 
year the former 12th Re-
gion Player of the Year from 
Wayne County was expect-
ed to play a bigger role on 
UK’s young team. Instead, 
a leg injury has limited her 
to just 10 games, including 
only one one-minute ap-
pearance in SEC play.
	 “She was out for a while 
as far as games go, but she’s 
modified practice and we’re 
just trying to work her back 
in. It’s a situation where she 
hasn’t been able to get a lot 
of reps, but she’s progress-
ing and getting better. So, 
we hope we can get her on 
the court soon,” Kentucky 
coach Matthew Mitchell 
said.
Firecrackers Return
	 Kentucky fans in Rupp 
Arena will be in for a treat 
again Feb. 17 when the Cats 
entertain Alabama because 
the Firecrackers,   a perfor-
mance jump rope team of 
fourth through eighth grad-
ers from Kings Local School 
district in Ohio, will be back 
with their high energy half-
time show.
	 “Rupp Arena is their fa-
vorite hands-down. Prob-
ably 99 percent of the girls 
would say Rupp is their 
favorite place by far,” said 
coach Lynn Kelly. “If you 
are at Rupp Arena all the 
time, the vastness is lost on 
you.
	 “I remember my first 
time when we were invited. 
They took me out to the 
floor before the game and I 
thought, ‘Oh dear God. No 
way we can do this. I don’t 
know how this happened 
and we got here.’ Just the sea 
of blue and enormous roar 
of the crowd is overwhelm-
ing. Our first trip the crowd 

roared and scared a couple 
of the girls so bad that they 
cried on the floor.”
	 If you don’t get to see 
them Feb. 17, you will get 
another chance if you go to 
the SEC Tournament in St. 
Louis. For the first time, the 
Firecrackers will perform — 
probably on Saturday during 
the semifinal games. 
	 “We’ve never performed 
in St. Louis and we’ve never 
done the SEC Tournament,” 
Kelly said. “The girls are 
really excited about doing 
something  new.”
Quotes of the Week
	 Quote of the Week: “It 
meant a lot to me that the 
President of the United 
States wanted to honor me. 
It was very humbling. We 
got some time with him. It 
was very special,” UK fan 
Matthew Bradford, who is 
blind and disabled after be-
ing injured in Iraq in 2007, 
on being the guest of Presi-
dent Donald Trump at the 
State of the Union address 
last week.
	 Quote of the Week 2: 
“All athletes require some 
type of mental discipline 
but gymnastics is different. 
If you mess up, you are on 
the spot and in the moment. 
You have to let it leave your 
mind and forget about it un-
til you watch film and get to 
nitpick what you did wrong. 
It does take a lot of mental 
toughness,” UK gymnast 
Sydney Dukes on if gym-
nastics requires more mental 
toughness than other sports. 
	 Quote of the Week 3: “I 
didn’t know Alabama was as 
skilled as it has shown. They 
are a really good team and 
can be really, really good. 
Alabama has so many ath-
letes. They can really defend 
you and they have three very 
good wins over Auburn, 
Oklahoma and Florida,” 
ESPN analyst Seth Green-
berg on Alabama, a team 
UK will host Feb. 17th.

The Firecrackers will be back in Rupp Arena Feb. 17 
when UK hosts Alabama. (Gary Moyers Photo)


