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	 It is likely eastern tent 
caterpillars will begin to 
hatch soon, according to 
Lee Townsend, UK Exten-
sion entomologist. Af-
ter spending about nine 
months as eggs in masses 
on twigs of wild cherry 
and related trees, the first 
few tiny eastern tent cat-
erpillars (ETC) of the sea-
son soon should be leav-
ing their eggs.
	 “The onset of the single 
generation that occurs 
each year varies with the 
character of the season. 
Hatch was noted as early 
as March 14, 2012, during 
an unseasonably warm 
spring, and as late as April 
2, 2014, during one that 
was slow to develop,” he 

said.
	 The larvae are among 
the first insects to become 
active in the spring and 
are prepared to cope with 
Kentucky’s erratic temper-
ature swings. “Egg hatch 
is relatively random and 
occurs over an extended 
period. This increases the 
chance for survival in case 
of late freezes,” Townsend 
said. “In addition, the 
small but hardy caterpil-
lars will remain clustered 
on egg masses to ‘wait out’ 
temperatures that are too 
low for feeding and de-
velopment. ETC grow and 
develop when the temper-
ature is above 37 degrees 
F.” According to Townsend, 
while it is possible to pre-
dict approximately when 
to expect tent caterpillar 
activity, there is no reli-
able information to track 
general population trends 
other than observing local 
activity and watching for 
tents to develop from mid-
March through mid-April.
	 When mature, the 2- to 
2.5-inch long, hairy cater-
pillars wander from their 
developmental sites along 
fence lines. Consumption 

of large numbers of cater-
pillars by pregnant mares 
precipitated staggering 
foal losses in the Mare Re-
productive Loss Syndrome 
outbreak of 1999-2001. 
MRLS can cause late-term 
foal losses, early- and 
late-term fetal losses and 
weak foals. UK research-
ers conducted studies that 
revealed horses will inad-
vertently eat the caterpil-
lars, and the caterpillar 
hairs embed into the lin-
ing of the horse’s alimen-
tary tract. Once that pro-
tective barrier is breached, 
normal alimentary tract 
bacteria may gain access 
to and reproduce in sites 
with reduced immunity, 
such as the fetus and pla-
centa. If practical, farm 
managers should plan 
to move pregnant mares 
from areas where wild 
cherry trees are abundant 
to minimize the chance of 
caterpillar exposure. The 
threat is greatest when the 
mature tent caterpillars 
leave trees and wander to 
find places to pupate and 
transform to the moth 
stage.
	 Eastern tent caterpil-

lars are also a significant 
nuisance to people living 
near heavily infested trees. 
The caterpillars may wan-
der hundreds of yards in 
search of protected sites to 
spin cocoons and pupate.
	 To get rid of active cater-
pillars, Townsend recom-
mends pruning them out 
and destroying the nests 
if practical. Farm manag-
ers can use any one of 
several biorational insec-
ticides registered for use 
on shade trees as needed. 
These types of insecticides 
are relatively nontoxic to 
humans. Spot treatments 
to the tents and the foli-
age around them can be 
applied according to label 
directions, which vary by 
product.
	 For more information 
on this article or Exten-
sion programs, contact the 
Estill County Extension of-
fice at 723-4557.
	 Educational programs of the Co-
operative Extension Service serve all 
people regardless of economic or social 
status and will not discriminate on the 
basis of race, color, ethnic origin, nation-
al origin, creed, religion, political belief, 
sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, 
gender expressions, pregnancy, marital 
status, genetic information, age, veteran 
status, or physical or mental disability.
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Farming News
from Extension Agent Eric Baker____________________________________________

Thursday, March 15th @ 5pm____________________________________________
Extension Fruit Trees Pruning Workshop
	 If you are interested in knowing how to prune 
your fruit trees and other common fruiting plants, 
come to the Extension Fruit Trees & More Prun-
ing Workshop on Thursday, March 15th, 5:00 p.m. 
We will have the workshop at Earl Blackwell’s resi-
dence, 242 Kirkland Avenue (State Highway 1645) 
in Irvine. If you are coming, please let us know by 
calling 723-4557.____________________________________________
Monday, March 19th @ 6pm____________________________________________

Beekeeper Meeting	
	 The will be a beekeeper meeting on Monday, 
March 19th, 6:00 p.m. at the Estill County Exten-
sion office. Tammy Potter, Kentucky’s State Apiarist, 
will be our guest speaker. We have planned to have 
a potluck meal at 6:00 p.m. and the program at 6:45 
p.m. If you plan to attend, please let us know by call-
ing 723-4557.____________________________________________
Tuesday, March 20th @ 7pm____________________________________________
High Tunnel Grower Meeting	
	 Estill County Extension Service has organized 
a high tunnel grower meeting for Tuesday, March 
20th, 7:00 p.m., at the Extension office, 76 Golden 
Court, Irvine. UK Extension horticulturalist Krista 
Jacobsen will bring information on growing in these 
structures and Extension entomologist Ric Bessin 
will discuss insect pest issues. Call 723-4557 if you 
plan to attend.____________________________________________
Monday, March 26th @ 6pm____________________________________________

Cattle Producer Meeting	
	 Cooperative Extension and the Estill County Cat-
tlemen Association will host a cattle producer meet-
ing on Monday, March 26th, 6:00 p.m., at the Ex-
tension office. DOW chemical representative Scott 
Flynn will discuss pasture weed control options and 
a catered meal will be provided. Please pre-register 
by calling 723-4557 before March 22nd.
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4-H Youth Development

________________________________________________
Saturday, March 17th from 8am to 2pm_____________________________________________

Estill 4-H Teen Yard Sale Rescheduled
	 The 4-H Teen Club  yard sale has been RESCHED-
ULED TO Saturday, March 17th from 8 a.m. until 2 p.m.  
This fundraiser is to help raise money for leadership trips 
planned for this Spring and Summer.  The location will be 
at the Estill County Extension Office located at 76 Golden 
Court, off of Stacy Lane.   ________________________________________________
Thursday-Saturday, March 22nd-24th_____________________________________________
Hunters Education Class (orange card)

	 There will be a Hunter’s Education Class (orange card) 
at the Estill County Extension Office.  The 3-day class 
will be Thursday and Friday, March 22nd  & 23rd from 
6-9 p.m., and Saturday, March 24th starting at  9:00 a.m. 
at the Estill Co. Sportsmen’s Club.  You must attend all 3 
classes to obtain your orange card.  Ages 9 and older (as 
of March 24).  


