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	 Broomsedge	 (Andro-
pogon virginicis L.) is	a	na-
tive	 warm-season	 grass	
that	 can	dominate	 poorly	
managed	 pastures	 and	
hayfields.	 	 While	 it	 has	
little	 value	 as	 a	 forage,	 it	
does	provide	good	nesting	
habitat	 for	 birds	 such	 as	
turkey	and	quail.		Howev-
er,	as	a	forage	crop	it	defi-
nitely	falls	short.		When	it	
is	 found	 in	 pastures	 and	
hayfields	 it	 is	often	an	 in-
dication	 that	 something	
is	not	quite	right.		In	most	
cases	it	is	related	low	soil	
fertility	 and	 poor	 grazing	
management.
	 According	 to	 Chris	
Teutsch,	UK	Extension	for-
age	 specialist,	 there	 are	
various	approaches	to	re-
ducing	 broomsedge	 and	
promote	desirable	forages	
for	livestock.	
	 First,	 you	 can	 soil	 test	
and	 adjust	 the	 fertil-
ity.	 	Many	people	say	that	

broomsedge	 infested	pas-
tures	need	lime.		This	may	
be	true	in	some	cases,	but	
they	 are	more	 commonly	
low	 in	 phosphorus.	 	 Soil	
testing	 is	 the	only	way	 to	
tell	what	amendments	you	
need	to	apply.
	 You	 can	 manage	 graz-
ing	 and	 clipping	 to	 favor	
desirable	 forage	 species.		
In	 many	 cases,	 there	 are	
desirable	 forage	 species	
in	 broomsedge	 infested	
pastures.	 	 By	 adjusting	
soil	 fertility	 and	 manag-
ing	grazing	 to	 favor	 these	
species	we	can	make	them	
more	 competitive.	 	 Nor-
mally	 these	 species	 are	
cool-season	 grasses.	 	 So	
not	 grazing	 them	 closely	
and	frequently	during	the	
summer	 months	 will	 get	
them	ready	to	grow	in	late	
summer	 and	 fall	 when	
temperature	and	moisture	
conditions	are	ideal.
	 Another	 option	 is	 clip-
ping	 broomsedge	 in	 late	
summer	or	early	fall	once	
just	 before	 it	 produces	
seed	 can	 reduce	 shading	
of	 desirable	 forage	 spe-
cies,	 making	 them	 more	
competitive	in	the	stand.
	 You	 can	 apply	 nitro-
gen	 fertilizer	 in	 early	 fall.		
After	 we	 clip	 pastures	 in	
late	 summer,	 applying	
60	 lbs.	 nitrogen	 per	 acre	
can	 stimulate	 desirable	
cool-season	 grasses	 help-

ing	 to	 shift	 the	 botanical	
composition	 away	 from	
broomsedge.
	 If	 you	 feed	 hay	 on	
broomsedge	 infested	pas-
tures,	it	is	a	low	input	way	
of	 increasing	 soil	 fertility	
over	time.		Each	ton	of	hay	
contains	approximately	50	
lbs.	of	nitrogen,	15	 lbs.	of	
phosphorus,	and	60	lbs.	of	
potassium.		It	is	important	
to	remember	that	although	
feeding	hay	does	bring	nu-
trients	 into	a	grazing	sys-
tem,	 it	 is	 a	 much	 slower	
way	to	build	fertility	than	
applying	 commercial	 fer-
tilizer	or	even	broiler	litter.		
Make	sure	to	move	feeding	
points	around	the	pasture	
to	get	a	more	even	nutri-
ent	distribution.
	 Some	may	ask	if	you	can	
burn	broomsedge	infested	
pastures.		Not	the	best	idea,	
because	native	warm-sea-
son	 grasses	 evolved	 un-
der	burning.	 	This	means	
that	 burning	 can	 actu-
ally	 enhance	 broomsedge	
stands.
	 You	 may	 be	 tempted	
to	 apply	 nitrogen	 in	 late	
spring	 or	 early	 summer	
and	 graze	 broomsedge.	
The	idea	here	is	make	the	
broomsedge	 more	 palat-
able	 and	 graze	 it	 during	
the	summer	months.		The	
problem	 with	 this	 ap-
proach	 is	 that	 desirable	
forage	species	will	tend	to	

be	 overgrazed	during	 the	
summer,	 putting	 them	 at	
a	 disadvantage.	 	 This	 ap-
proach	may	actually	make	
your	 broomsedge	 prob-
lem	worse	over	time.
	 Lastly,	one	of	 the	more	
extreme	 approaches	 is	 to	
kill	 the	 existing	 the	 pas-
ture	 with	 nonselective	
herbicide	 and	 reestablish	
it.	 	Although	this	is	viable	
approach	 to	 controlling	
broomsedge,	 without	
proper	 soil	 fertility	 and	
grazing	management,	 the	
broomsedge	 will	 come	
back.	 	 In	 addition,	 this	 is	
by	far	the	most	time	con-
suming	and	expensive	ap-
proach.
	 C o n t r o l l i n g	
broomsedge	 in	 pastures	
and	hayfields	will	require	a	
sustained	effort	of	improv-
ing	 both	 soil	 fertility	 and	
grazing	management.	 	 So	
make	a	plan,	implement	it,	
and	over	time	you	will	see	
reduction	 broomsedge	 as	
your	desirable	forage	spe-
cies	 become	 more	 com-
petitive.	Contact	 the	Estill	
County	Extension	office	at	
723-4557	 for	more	 infor-
mation.	
 Educational programs of the Co-
operative Extension Service serve all 
people regardless of economic or social 
status and will not discriminate on the 
basis of race, color, ethnic origin, nation-
al origin, creed, religion, political belief, 
sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, 
gender expressions, pregnancy, marital 
status, genetic information, age, veteran 
status, or physical or mental disability.
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Farming News
from Extension Agent Eric Baker____________________________________________

Thursday, March 15th @ 5pm____________________________________________
Extension Fruit Trees & More

Pruning Workshop and Plant Orders 
	 If	you	are	 interested	 in	knowing	how	to	prune	
your	fruit	trees	and	other	common	fruiting	plants,	
come	 to	 the	Extension	 Fruit	 Trees	&	More	Prun-
ing	Workshop	on	Thursday,	March	15th,	5:00	p.m.	
We	will	have	the	workshop	at	Earl	Blackwell’s	resi-
dence,	242	Kirkland	Avenue	(State	Highway	1645)	
in	Irvine.	If	you	are	coming,	please	let	us	know	by	
calling	723-4557.
	 In	 addition,	 Estill	 County	Extension	 is	 still	 tak-
ing	 orders	 for	 low-cost	 strawberry,	 blackberry,	
blueberry,	raspberry,	asparagus,	and	Candy	onion	
plants.		Orders	will	be	delivered	in	early	April.		If	you	
are	interested	or	have	questions,	call	our	office	at	
723-4557	or	visit	our	Facebook	page	by	searching	
for	“Estill	County	KY	Cooperative	Extension”.		Plant	
orders	must	be	prepaid	by	March	14th	so	contact	
us	soon.

Estill County

Isaac L. Hollon
Estill County Extension Office

4-H Youth Development

_______________________________________________
Saturday, March 10th - 8am-2pm_____________________________________________
Estill County 4-H Teen Club Fundraiser

 The 4-H Teen Club will be having a yard sale on Saturday, 
March 10th from 8 a.m. until 2 p.m.  This fundraiser is to help 
raise money for leadership trips planned for this Spring and 
Summer.  The location will be at the Estill County Extension 
Office located at 76 Golden Court, off of Stacy Lane.   Some 
of the things our Teens will be using the money they raise for 
include:  Washington DC Ag Policy trip, Teen Leadership 
Conference, Teen Leadership Summit, Southern Regional 
Leadership Conference, and Kentucky Issues Conference.   
 We will have anything and everything you can think of.  
Can’t wait to see you all there!!!_______________________________________________
Thursday-Saturday, March 22nd-24th_____________________________________________
Hunters Education Class (orange card)

 There will be a Hunter’s Education Class (orange card) 
at the Estill County Extension Office.  The 3-day class 
will be Thursday and Friday, March 22nd  & 23rd from 
6-9 p.m., and Saturday, March 24th starting at  9:00 a.m. 
at the Estill Co. Sportsmen’s Club.  You must attend all 3 
classes to obtain your orange card.  Ages 9 and older (as 
of March 24).  Effective March 1, 2014, KY Dept. of Fish 
& Wildlife requires online pre-registration for all hunter 
education courses statewide.  Following is the registration 
link for the Estill Co. class:  http://www.register-ed.com/
events/view/117617
 For more information, call the Estill County Extension 
Office at 606-723-4557.
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